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| lowin letters make a was 1 
at diffetent periods, by the Turkiſh 
$ _ Engliſh ſhips of war. It conſiſts of. Official - 
and Private Lettets, whole coritents, p perhan 27 

like thoſe of a thookind others, Abel hve. ; 
1 at various times, fallen into the hangs. of © 
; -- our cruizers, would have remained a ſecrah | 
© to all but Government, had not the Frenchy eo 
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"The Publication being thus determined 
upon, the next ſtep was to make ſuch a ſe- 
on from the voluminous Correſpondence 


* in -the hands of Government, as, without 


„ : ee, an idle curiolity, or indulging a 
©  prurient inclination for ſcandal and intri __ 12 
=  thould, yet leave nothing to be deſired with 55 
5 * eto the real ſituation of the Army in 
. "gs rp; its views and ſucceſles, its miſeries 
* * "and Ldifappointments. Forthis purpoſe, every 


ing that was not illuſtrative of one or other 
note objes was ſuppreſſed: private PIER 
* Letters, unleſs intimatelyconnected with the 
end in view, were paſſed over; and even 7 
thoſe of Bonaparte (which have been ſo = 
ee miſrepreſented, and commented _ 
upon by thoſe fervid champions of decency, _ 


- the | poſition Writers: y though, not * 
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/® The following paragraphs are taken en a ro 
\ Chronicle. We. might. have produced a hundred more of . | 
the fame kind,. but theſe we hink will be ſufficient to con 
Wines the reader, of the. ſuperior delicacy” of that paper 
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„ fe not very creditable to 4 of 08% _— 
that the private letters from Bonaparte; and his. Army to -  *. 
their friends in France, which were intercepted. ſhould be 2 
publiſhed. It derogates from the character of a nation to 
deſcend to fuck goſſiping. One of cheſe letters is fromm 
1 Bonaparte to his Brother, complaining of the profligacy of + 
„ his wife ; another from young Neaubartoie, exprefiing bis 
| vi hopes mut bur deat: Ares is mas fo wicked gs Gain une — 28 
ſented! Such are the precious ſecrets. which, e breed - 
miſchief in ee ee boil 
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= | ety and ſpeculation reſpecting Bonaparte and his expedi-+ 1-0 : 
a WD tion, they ars at length to be gratiſied with che ſcandaland. - 4 
intrigue of which the ROY Letters N and 
his Officers are full,” | Ra Ws 


06 a Officersis . 
a cyriogs ſpecimen of public intelligence. It, reminds un of "4 
the weak and impolitic Miniftry who perſecuted Wilkes.” 1 15 4 ; 
8 When their fund of Malice was nearly exhauſted, they ga e 
; deut that he had written an ie, pen, "which certainly _ 


: had as much to do with the queſtion of ol warrantr, 
N e Madame Bonaparte s chafiry has to de with her huſband's + 
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5 3 The French have long turned = eyes 


spe sten, . 


2 r | {1 * 
We wu we have not admitted any 
van raiſe a bluſh on the cheek of 


either for themſelves or for us, 


9 - 


85 We might 12 cloſe gur Introduction, 
tas the Egyptian Expedition has awak- 


 ened. gurioſity and been the theme of much 
' wonder, and applauſe, and error, and miſre- 


7 tation; we do not think we ſhall 
5 an unacgeptabls feryice to the . 
b enlarg ing a little on the fubjeQ.- _ * 


be, Egypt; „The Kanguine dit 


D | | 
-qered with 1 effec, to the redu- 
3 and avarice, and ambition, of this reſt 

Jeſs. nation, by. affuring. them that Egy; 

was the Paradiſe of the Eaſt, the key af 
_ he treaſures of the Indies; eaſy to be ſeiz-, 
dead, and ftill more eaſy to be kept! "There 
vas” nt a Frenchman under the od regi- 
men, who was not Ep perfiiaded of the 
th-of all this; 
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[NTRODUCTION- . 
i armament in the Mediterranean, but having 3 5 


conducted it in ſafety; to Alexa : 
to make a few. miſcellaneous obſervations 
on its outſet, ſuppoſed deſtination, &. 


7 


The firſt circumſtance that ſtriken us, is 
the extreme ignorance of the French, with 
regard to the country they were going: to 
| deſolate and deſtroy. They had had con- 
nections with its ports for ages, and yet EO 
they appear to have known no more of its 
interior, than the inhabitants of the moon. 
This want of knowledge was univerſal — # 
7 from the Commander in Chief” to the 
meeaneſt ſoldier, in the army, all was dark- 
| neſs, and blind ah in the blindeſt 
91 7m guides! ! e 19A 1 iy n 


A, The up arty” were * a wy 'better 
Fi than the e Fhaptony | 


{> | 5 of They hop'd, perhaps, to meet "Tk pleaſi ag wands, 
bo... 1 ſtately — and cities fll'd with gods: 

3 like him too, we imagine, they * 

wn a . TD and a river! 

f . "Now g 


* Os 1 eee Ber ate Diary Uaied he 
3 . he lays, this country is any thing but what 9 
(ew * fry, * 9 it to be. 
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ES 15 "the action, and they proved by their exer- 
= _ flows, that in combating THE ENEMIES OF 


No we ha ve mentioned theſe men, it 
not be amiſs to nquire into the ſervi- 


to derive from their exertions; ſer vices, be 
it remembered, for which the Directory, 
ho forced them on board, have already re- 
_ cxived * felicitation of all the friends of 
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Ine i. inquiry will be ſhort. All the men · 
ow we find of them, from the hour of 
Their embarkation to the preſent, is con- 
"tained Berthier's letter to the Conſuls of 
the Roman Republic. The Savans Monge, 
Bertolet, Bourſienne, &c." ſays he,“ fought 
With the greateſt courage; they did not 
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he tant of the is ever more ſhocking than 


their enormities. They 8 a friendly country, which 


they wantonly devote to pillage and devaſtation; and the 


leaders of this ferocious horde of ſavages have the getell- 


_ able, inſolence to call W | 
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Thus vie find that the « enlightened g ge. 
niufes of the eighteenth century,” who were 


to explore the conſtruction of the Pyramid 


to dive into the Catacombs, to wind througſn 


the mazes of the ſacred labyrinth, to ds 


up the myſtic volumes of Hermes, and, is 


"A word, to roam with free foot” from the 


Cataracts to the ſeven mouths of the Nile: 
were become mere men of blood, obli zed. _ 
to cling to the troops for protection, and 
unable to advance a ſingle ſtep to the right 
or left, beyond the reach of the I 
or cannon of eam 5 et 


= the imbecility diſplayed i in the cater, 
4 is ſtrange expedition, is not more g- 
_ traordinary than the obſtinacy with which, 
it has been held 1 up to. the 1 

Europe. Either ignorance, or fear, or Jar. 
cobinifm, has been always at hand- 
ſuggeſt 2 greatneſs of plan, when there was 
little, in fact, but blind hazard—to whil- - 
"mm a een of means a the want 
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their lives and properties, and who are utterly. and ah 


ignorant of them and their * . We : 
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"I every thing, and to promiſe infallible ics 


1 0. to wen _whoſe every ſtep was atterided |. 


35 N 5 with deſtinction and deſpair | 2 


7 "While the army was yet on its way to the | 
er of its deſtination, the old plans of the » 
French Government were in every mouth ; - 
duc the wiſfſom was loudly applauded which 
Fos fo attach the Beys to the invader, cruſh 
__ the dominion of the Porte, and ſecure the 
1 Eh, conntry | for ever to the. Great Nation.“ 


1 — and reverſes the — 1 0 
. 5 meme. The Beys are now to be cruſhed, 
3 begauſe they alone have the power to reſiſt: 
-and'the Sovereignty of Conftantinople is to 
_ beuphela, becauſe it is inefficient. |'The ap- 
aufe was louder than before!“ Better and 
Vetter fi, Fried the ſagacious diſcoverers _ | 
of deep defign in all the | bedlam tricks f. 
"France; © that country will gain more this - 
a Y than'tpther—Vive la Republique 1 
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Again, ben it was found that no im- 
. but thoſe of hatred and hoſtility, 
were made on the natives of Egypt, and that . 
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ia his army halted, we were are 
made acquainted with another and a greater. 
ſcheme, which we were ſeriouſly affured, | 
was the only genuine one, and which co,, 


not fail of ſucceſs! What was not done in 


Egypt, might be done in Perſia. The in- 
babitants of the ſouthern coaſts of the 
country were opportunely diſcovered” to 
have the primitive religion of the Adin 
before it was infected with Mahometaniſm 
and with them, through the means of 
their venerable Patriarch,” Bom 


EE 


ence. The clue of the mighty maze which 
had fo: much puzzled mankind, was at 
length diſcovered! Arabia was to be ee 
tored to liberty and happineſs, by the arme 
of France, acting on one fide of it, ab bf 
theſe- innumerable and faithful auxiliaries, 
on the other. The reſt was plain enough. 
Arabia being once organized, and in pollet> 
fion of a Directory and two Councils, a fre- 


philoſophers, and the © tyrant of the fea,” 
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INTRODUCTION. _— 


The reader will find (No. X) a Letter 
from Bonaparte, containing, what he calls, 
his Proviſional Organization of Egypt; 

if he will look carefully into this, and into 
another curious Paper (Appendix, No. VIII.) 
he will be inclined, we think, to abate ſome- 
thing of his admiration for this new Wien 


The tenaciouſneſs of the Eaftern monly 
for their cuſtoms is proverbially great; yet 
they are to change them at a word! The 
plicity and unvariable uniformity of their 
dreſs is no leſs ſtriking; ages paſs away, 


and find it ſtill the ſame; yet they are now, 


in obedience to they know not what orders, 
to trick themſelves ſuddenly out in tri-co- 
| Joured ſhawls and ſcarfs, and ribands, like 
the tawdry Jack-Puddings of the Executive 
Directory. | 


All the complicated relations which bind 
the Society among which the General is 
throw, are either unknown or unheeded 
by him; one or two general and barren _ 
proviſions are made to repreſent all thoſe 
moral habits and local regulations which, 

b **- © Wl 
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with an infinite variety, diſtinguiſhed the 
former government of this people. 


But a remedy is at hand: if his laws 
will not do of themſelves, force will ſpee- 
dily make them effectual. The military, un- 
der the command of a. French officer, are 
directed to be called in on every occaſion 
(p. 71.); this is the grand ſpecific for all! 
after a diſgraceful and futile attempt at civil 
wiſdom, the whole is reſolved into violence, 
and the code of the legiſlator is thruſt down 
the throat of the people by the Meet of 


the Conqueror 


But what could be expected Gong a man 
who had already betrayed his incapacity in 
ſimilar attempts in Europe? Let his ſtupid 
admirers call to mind his Italian organi- 
zations” (the worthy protetypes of his Egyp- 
tian ones), repeatedly changed by himſelf, 
and the inſtant he was out of ſight diſdain- 

fully changed by others. There too was the 
ſame poverty of conception. From his tra- 
velling cloke-bag, he privately drew out the 
model of all legiſlation—the Conſtitution 


of 1795. This was copied for great and 
mall, 


| INTRODUCTION, xvii 


(mall, and applied in all ſituations, and to 
every people! Antiquity knew nothing of 
this ſweeping mode of legiſlation; they ſhew- 
ed a condeſcenſion to the different cuſtoms 
and prejudices of thoſe who fell under their 
management; arid a cluſter of ſmall and 
contiguous powers were judiciouſſy and hu- 
manely indulged with the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
laws which had long been dear to them, and 
which removed them from each other in 
principles and manners, as far as from © the 
K center to the pole.“ 


But Italy, which, in the judgment of our 
philoſophiſts, had once exhibited this weak- 
neſs, was now to be taught a better leſſon. 
All moral conſiderations were to be ſaper- 
ſeded by the ſupreme wiſdom of the cloke - 
bag; and Republics, Monarchies, and what+ 
ever elſe might be the diſtinctions of Ariſto- 
cratic government, were to be ſwept away 
with the beſom of 1795. What ſhall be the 
Conſtitution of Genoa? A DireQory and 
two Councils. What of Mantua? A Di- 
rectory and two Councils. What again of 
Bolognia? You are very tireſome: look 

D 2 into 
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into page—of the cloke-bag ; what does it 
ſay ? A Directory and two Councils. Thus 


it is. Ventum eft ad ſummum förtunæ; and 
wee make laws quicker and better than the 


ancients—Achrors doftius unftis! One un- 


diſtinguiſhing rule domineers over all the 


varied application of political wiſdom, and 


Minos, and Solon, and Lycurgus, are van- 


quiſhed by a ſingle roll of paper, triumph- 
antly carried through Europe, and ſpeaking 


alike (whether intelligibly or not) © to all 


people, and 2 and N e and 
n e | 
From the legiſlative pretenſions of Bona- 


8 — parte, we might now deſcend to the conſi- 


deration of the fraud, and hypocriſy, l | 
blaſphemy, and impiety, and cruelty, and' 
injuſtice, which he has never ceaſed to diſ- 


play ſince the commencement of this famous 
Expedition; but we are better pleaſed to 


leave them to the faithful page of the hiſto- 


, rian, which we are ſatisfied will one day 
hold them up to the juſt contempt and ex- 
cecration of all mankind. 


We 
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We ſhall indulge ourſelves, 33 with 
an obſervation or two on his cruelty. We 


ſelect this vice, becauſe Bonaparte has been 


celebrated by the ignorant and maleyolent 


of this country, for nothing ſo much as for 


his humanity ! One man, of whom we ſhould 
_ tay, if we could for a moment believe in 
the metempſychoſis, that the ſpirit of Bi- 
ſhop Bonner had taken full poſſeſſion, has 


had the conſummate folly to affirm, that 


Boygparte, „ his. cenfolation and his tri- 
.umph, preferred the preſervation of one 
citizen, to the W yory of a thouſ- 
and victories, 


|. Where did this feribbler, who Com his 


| ſtudy inſults the feelings of his countrymen, 
and boaſts of his ſatisfaction in the ſucceſs 


of their enemies, colleQ his proofs of the 
tender concern of Bonaparte for rhe life of 
a Citizen? Was it at the bridge of Lodi, 


where he ſacrificed ſix thouſand of them to | 


the vanity of forcing a paſs which he might 


have turned without the loſs of a man? Was 
-it—? but why multiply queſtions, when | 


there is not, perhaps a reader of a common 
newſpaper in Europe (this peſtilent foe 
£89 I $3 


% 
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to the honour of hig country excepted), who 
does not know that Bonaparte has wan- 
tonly fpilt more blood than any Attila of 
ancient or modern times, who with the ſame 


means, has had merely the Tame ends to 
effect. | | 


We may, perhaps,” at 1 ae time, 
| ke pp this topic at a greater length ; mean- 
While we ſhall content ourſelves with refer- 
ring to Boyer's Letter (No. XXII.), and 
return to the ſubject of the Expedition. 


We have called it a farce—we might, 
with more juſtice, have called it a tragedy— 
It is, we are perſuaded (but here we beg to 
be underſtood as ſpeaking only our private 
and individual opinion) a deep laid plan, of 


_ which the only actors in the ſecret are the 


Directory and Bonaparte, and, perhaps, 
Berthier. The main plot was to get rid of 
the Italian army: the ſubordinate one to 
| conquer and plunder what they could: it 
Egypt'fell—ſo much the better; if it did 
not ſo much the better ſtill. The denou- 
ement was ſkilfully effected either way, and 
the Government equally relievedd 


: / 
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But why then all this expence, this ha- 
zard of their ſole remaining fleet, this ex- 


poſure of their beſt and moſt ſkilful ofſi- 
 cers, of their profoundeſt philoſophers, of 
their moſt ſcientific men of every kind? 
—Theſe we confeſs are weighty and 
rational objections, and if we could not an- 
ſwer them to our own ſatis faction, we would 
without heſitation, renounce the opinion 
we have given, and adopt that of our "wp 
pPonents in its ſtead. | 


Me begin, then, with premiſing that the 
Directory do not ſet much ſtore by their 
Savans ; they have exported ſeveral head of 
them to Cayenne, à ſpot ſtill worſe than 

Egypt; and made a great confumption of 
them at home, in noyades, fuſilades, &c. &c. 
E theſe, therefore, may be 257 pur out 
of the queſtion. 


With reſpect to the . expence - to ſay 
nothing of the hopes of repaying themſelves 
by * plunder of ae, and Grand Cairo ;* 

; x 8 it 


98 be an idea as may be ima- 


© gined: the Orient had more chan half @ million erding 


in her, when ſhe blew up. 
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it was hy worth ſomething to effect the 

important ends they had in view. The 
hazard of their fleet, indeed, ſeems a 
more ſerious matter; but let it be remem- 
bered that the Directory had no idea that 
we could poſſibly ſend a ſquadron into the 
Mediterranean (a ſea which we had then 
abandoned for neartwoyears),ſtrong enough 
to attack it: and here {ot us pay the tribute 


of applauſe fo juſtly due to the ſecrecy, and 


{kill, and promptitude, with which this im- 
portant meaſure was effected. 


With par” to the © expoſure of their | 
beſt officers” and here we make our chief 
ſtand—we ſay, that the Government had 
no ſuch deſign. They were ſent, it is true, 
becauſe the army would not move without 
them; but we have proof, little ſhort of 
mathematical certainty, that they were ſpee- 
dily meant to be recalled to France. It ap- 
pears from ſome of Bonaparte's letters, that 
he had not the ſlighteſt idea of wintering 
in Egypt. I ſhall paſs,” ſays he, © the 
cold months in Burgundy, where I wiſh you 
would look ont ſome little place for me.” 


HEY Here, 


INTRODUCTION. Xxili 
A Here, then, is the ſolution of the whole 
enigma. Bonaparte was to "leave his de- 
voted followers to moulder away in the 
undiſtarbed poſſeſſion of Egypt, and under 
ſome plauſible pretence to return to Europe 

with his ableſt officers, and with, perhaps, 
a handful.of the moſt Fa: and tractable 
"ff his troops. 


©. 


| This plan, _ no ui 80 for 5 
keeping the fleet on the coaſt, in ſpite of the 
remonſtrances of Brueys, and the evident 
danger to which it was expoſed it was to 
carry back the © Conqueror of Egypt” in 
triumph to France; and the Admiral, who 
was wholly unacquainted with his deſign, 
fell a ſacrifice at laſt, to a perfidy which he 
could not cpmjrehend. 


Tux FIRST or Avus ruined all theſe 
fine-ſpun ſchemes ; and Bonaparte fell into 
the toils he was ſpreading for others! All 
return is now impoſſible, except as a fugi-, 
tive, or a priſoner. He may enter into the 
chambers of the Pyramids, and hold conver- 

ſations on the tomb of Cheops, with Imans, 
and with Muftis; he may organize, and 
| conquer, 
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conquer, and plant botanic gardens, and 
eſtabliſh menageries; he may paſs from the 
Delta to the Thebaid, and from the The- 
baid to the Delta, with his train of tri-co- 
loured Cheiks, and be hailed as the Aur © | 
Box ArARTRE of the country—all is ſtill but 
folly : his final deſtruction can neither be 
averted nor delayed; and his unſcaſonable 
mummeries will but ſerve to take away all 
dignity from the cataſtrophe of the drama; 
and render his fall at once terrible and ridi- 
culous. 


Before our wel acne bn Uf being too 
fſanguine in our expectations, or too precipi- 
tate in our judgment, let them carefully pe- 
ruſe the following Correſpondence. They 
will find every officer in the army diſſatisfi- 
ed with his ſituation; and impatient to re- 
turn to France: execrating the climate and 
the country, and lamenting the folly that led 
him to embark, in ſo wild, and abſurd, and 
hopeleſs an expedition. They will find the 
whole army without tents, baggage, or am- 
munition, without medicines, or wine, or 
brandy; with few of the neceſſaries, and 
none of the comforts of life. | 
EE: ; dat This - | 


INTRODUCTION. xxv 


This was a faithful picture of their ſitua- 
tion before the deſtruction of their fleet - 
what 1T 18 ſince, they may eaſily conjecture. 
If, then, they will add to this accumulation 
of miſery and deſpair, the inveterate hoſti- 
lity of the Arabs, the treachery of the 
Egyptians, and the deſtructive warfare of 
the Mameloucs, together; with the nauſeous 
and peculiar diſeaſes of the country, the in- 
tolerable heats, and peſtilential winds, the 
deyouring myriads of venomous inſects, and 
the ſtench and putrefaction of ten thouſand 
ſtagnant pools, they will not, we imagine, 
be much inclined to diſpute the juſtice of 


© our Ins 


With eeifen to the Letters we have given, 
they were ſelected, as far as was conſiſtent 
with our plan, with an eye to variety. They 
are, with few exceptions, extremely well 
written, and do credit to the epiſtolary ta- 
lents of the authors: nor is this their higheſt 
merit; they are friendly and affectionate; 
and we ſee with pleaſure that the cold-blood- 
ed rant of a deteſtable and impious philoſo- 


phy, has not yet ſucceeded i in N | 
the ſocial fertig ! 


One 
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One word more. We had very . 
motives from thoſe of raiſing a laugh, when 
we admitted into the collection, the Letters 
of Guillot, Le "Tur, &c. We haditin 
contemplation to ſhew, that from the high- 
eſt to the loweſt, from the beſt informed to 
the moſt illiterate; the ſentiment of diſcon- 
tent-and diſguſt is univerſal ; that, far from 
| harbouring a thought of ſitting down in 
Egypt, not an individual in the army (ſo 
far, at leaſt, as has come to our knowledge) 
but turns with fond anxiety towards home, 
and thinks, with horror and deſpair, of a 
reſidence in this . terreſtrial Paradiſe,” | 
even for a few weeks | | | 
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70 THE PUBLIC. 


THE glorious Vigory aſe ved by Rear- 
Admiral Sir HoraTio NELSON, off the 
Mouth of the Nile, on the fſt aid 2d of 
Auguſt laſt, has received; and muſt ever 
continue to receive; the warmeſt tribute 
of admiration and applauſe. It has not 
only filled every Britiſh boſom with the 
proudeſt exultation, but foreign nations 
have participated in our feelings, and 
ha ve hailed the Britiſh conqueror as the 
hero and ſaviour of Europe. No naval, 
or perhaps any other battle, ancient or 
modern, ever had ſo much dependant 
upon its conſequences — conſequerices 
which have even ſurpaſſed the anticipa- 
tions of the moſt experienced Stateſmen 
and profoundeſt politicians in Europe ; ; 
and no battle that ever was fought, was 
perhaps conducted, in its progreſs, with 
ſo much judgment, or conteſted, to its 


iſſue, with ſo much ardent and nen 
ing courage. 


The account of the general reſult of this 
Action, even the beſt hiſtorians that ſhall 
hereafter record it, will be proud to bor- 
row from the unaffected and eloquent 


letter 


- 


bf 
letter of the Admiral himſelf : but in eve- 
ry tranſaction of the kind, after the firſt 
tumult of national exultation ſhall havt 
in ſome degree ſubſided, a thouſand: cir- 
cumſtances remain to be ſupplied for the 
ſatisfaction of the enquiring mind, and 
which are eſſential to gain a juſt and per- 
ect impreſſion of the actual merit of the 
great ſervices which ha ve been performed. 
The hero, like every other man, is beſt 
known and remembered by minute traits 
of character. Great and brilliant events 
dazle and aàſtoniſh, while the delibera- 
tions and turns of mind in a great man, 
that produce ſuch events, attract our 
attention, awaken all our admiration, 
in and e fix ee . 


To fapply what the Britiſh nation 3 ki 
anxiouſly wiſhed for, An authentic detail 
of all the operations bf The Brits/h, fquadron, 
previous. to the battle, and of its parti- 
cular conduct in the grand criſis which 
enſued, we are happy that we ean, through 
the kindneſs and indulgence of an officer 
who bore a moſt diſtinguithed mare in 
that great event, now preſent a narra- 
tive, at once minutely circumſtantial ane 
* accurate. N WO 44 


AN 


AN 


f 


" AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, 
Sc. Sc. Se. 
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Sim HORATIO NELSON had been detached 
by Earl ST. VINCENT into the Mediterranean with 
the Vanguard, of 74 guns, the Rear-AdmiraPs Flag 
Ship, the Orion and Alexander, of 74 guns each, 
the Emerald and Terpſichore Frigates, and La Bonne 
Citozenne Sloop of War. | 


Nothing material occurred to the Squadron from 
the day it failed from Gibraltar, which was on the 
gth of May, till the 22d, when, being in the 
Gulph of Lyons, at two A. M. a moſt violent 
ſquall of wind took the Vanguard, which carried 
away her topmaſts, and at laſt her foremaſt. The 
other Ships experienced the fury of the gale, but 
not in the ſame degree as the Vanguard, a ſtronger 
vein of the tempeſt having taken that ſhip. The 
three line of battle ſhips loſt ſight of the frigates 
on the ſame day; and at the moment of the miſ- 
fortune which befell the Vanguard, the Briciſh ſqua- 
dron was not many leagues diſtant from the Erench 
fleet under BuonaparTe, which had on that very 
day ſet ſail from Toulon. 


B The 


1 | 
The ſquadron bore up for Sardinia, the ex- 
ander taking the Vanguard in tow, and the Orion 


looking out a-head to endeavour to get a pilot, for 
the purpoſe of gaining St. Pierre's Road, 


On the 24th, with very great difficulty we SEE 
ed that anchorage, where we were in hopes of meet- 
ing with a friendly reception, which our diſtreſſes 
ſeemed to demand from a neutral power ; the Go- 
yernor of St. Pierre, however, had orders from 
the French not to admit any Britiſh ſhip ; but their 
_ utmoſt hoſtility could not prevent us from anchor- 
ing in the road. The reſources which Britiſh ſea- 
men always have within themſelves, availed us much 
upon this occaſion. Captain BERRY, with the 
very able aſſiſtance he received from Sir . James 
SauMaREzZ and Captain Bait, was enabled with 
great expedition to equip the Vanguard with a jury 
fore-maſt, jury main and mizen top-maſts, and to 
fiſh the bowſprit, which was ſprung in many places; 
and on the 4th day from our anchoring in St. 
Pierre's Road, we again put to ſea with top-gal- 
lant yards acroſs. 


The Admiral, eager to execute the orders which 
he had received, did not think of failing. to Na- 
ples, or any other port where he could have re- 
ceived the moſt open and friendly afliſtance, in get- 
ting the ſhip properly refitted, which her condition 
evidently required, but immediately ſteered for his 
appointed rendezvous; nor did he ever expreſs the: 
ſmalleſt intention of ſhifting his flag to either of the 

other 


3 

other ſhips, which to many officers the peculiat 
2 of his own ſhip might have ſeemed 
to render deſirable. The Admiral and officers of 
the Vanguard indeed had the happineſs to find that 
the ſhip ſailed and worked as well as the other 
ſhips, py her apparently crippled con- 
dition. 


| he ſquadron DR the rendezvous on the 4th 
of June, and on the following day was joined by 
La Mutine, Captain Harby; who was charged 
with orders to the Admiral, and who brought the 
highly acceptable intelligence, that Captain TRou- 
BRIDGE had been detached with ten ſail of the line, 
and a fifty-gun ſhip, to reinforce us. This intelli- 
gence was received with univerſal joy throughout 
our lictle ſquadron z and ene Admiral obſerved to 
Captain BrxRV, that he would then be a match ſor 
any hoſtile fleet in the Mediterranean, and his only 
defire would ve to eneounter one. 


fu Gth-—The 8 was ſpread, anxiouſly 
looking out for the expected reinforcement. By a 
veſſel ſpoke with on that day, we were informed 
that ſeveral fail then in ſight were Spaniſh ſhips 
richly laden; hut prize money was not the object of 
the Admiral—all ſelfiſh conſideration was abſorbed 
in his great mind by that of the honour and intereſts 
of his country, and his attention and anxiety were 
ſolely engtoſſed by his deſire to meet his promiſed 
reinforcement, that he might purſue the enemy, of 
the failing of wham from Toulon he had certain 
B 2 intelligence. 


4- 


Eo 
intelligence, —The Alexander being on the look- 
out, ſtopped one of theſe ſhips—findingeſhe had on 

- board eighty or ninety prieſts, driven by the French 
perſecutions and cruelties from Rome, he thought 
it would be an act of humanity to permit the ſhip 
to purſue her voyage; and he accordingly releaſed 
her, and rejoined the Admiral, bringing with him 
a few volunteers from the Spaniſh veſſel, chiefly 
Genoeſe, who were deſirous of the honour of ſerv- 
ing in the Britiſh fleet, expreſſing at the ſame time 
their deteſtation and reſentment at the ill-uſage 
which they had experienced from the French. 


On the $th at noon, we had the happineſs to diſ- 
cover from the maſt-head ten fail, and it was not 
long before we recognized them to be Britiſh ſhips 
of War, ſtanding upag a wind in cloſe line of bat- 
tle, with all fails ſet. Private ſignals were ex- 

changed, and before ſunſet the ſo much wiſhed for 
junction was formed, an event which was certainly 
facilitated by the great profeſſional ability, judgment 
and zeal of captain TRouBRIDGE. 


The Admiral had received no inſtructions what 
courſe he was now to ſteer, and no certain informa- 
tion reſpecting the deſtination of the enemy's fleet; 

he was left, therefore, entirely to his own judg- 
ment. He had the happineſs, however, to find, 
that to the captains of his ſquadron he had no ne- 
ceſſity to give directions for being in conſtant rea- 

dineſs for battle. On this point their zeal antici- 
pated his utmoſt wiſhes, for the decks of all th 
Ee? ip 


* 


5 
ſhips were kept perfectly clear night and "Jay, and 
every man was ready to ſtart to his poſt at a mo- 
ment's notice. It was a great ſatisfaction to him, 
likewiſe, to perceive that the men of all the ſhips 
were daily exerciſed at the great guns and ſrmall 


arms, and that every thing was in the beſt ſtate of 
preparation for actual ſervice, 


The Admiral knew that the enemy had failed with 
a N. W. wind, which naturally led him, to conclude 
that their courſe was up the Mediterranean, He 
ſent La Mutine to Civita Vecchia, and along the 
Raman coaſt, to gain intelligence, and ſteered with 
the fleet for Corſica, which he reached on the 12th 
of June, Several veſſels had been ſpoken with on 
the paſſage thither, but no intelligence whatever 
had been obtained from them. He continued his 
courſe on the 13th between Corſica and Elba, and 
between Planoſa and Elba, through the latter of 
which paſſages large ſhips or fleets had not been ac- 
cuſtomed to. paſs, We made the Roman coaſt, 
and were rejoined by La Mutine, without gaining 
any intelligence, notwithſtanding the active exer- 
tions of captain HARDY. The Admiral now de- 
termined to ſteer towards Naples, in the hope of 
ſome ſatisfactory information. It had been reported 
that the plundering Algiers was the object of the 
French armament; but this account was too vague 
to warrant the Admiral's implicitly adapting it. 
We ſaw Mount Veſuvius on the 16th, and detached 
Captain TrovunrIDNGt, in La Mutine, to obtain 
what information he could from Sir WM. Hamit- 


TON, 
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Ton. He returned with a report only, that the 
enemy were gone towards Malta. The Admiral 
now lamented that even a day h had been loſt in vi- 
ſiting the Bay of Naples, and determined, by the 
ſhorteſt cut, to make the Faro di Meſſina, which 
the fleet paſſed through on the 20th, ith a fair 
wind. The joy with which the Sicibens hailed our 
ſquadron, when it was diſcovered by them to'be 
Britiſh, gave the moſt ſincere ſatisfaction to every 
one on board of it. A vaſt number af | boats game 
off, and rowed round it with the loudeft congratula- 
tions, and the ſincereſt exultation, as the Siciliang 


had been apprehenſive that the French fleet was 


deſtined to aft againſt them, after the capture of 


Malta. Here we gained intelligence from the Bri- 


tiſh Conſul, that Malta had ally ſurrendered, 

We had now hopes of being able to attack the 
enemy 's fleet at Goza, where it was reported they 
were anchored, and the Admiral e form- 
ed a plan for that purpoſe, 


We were now ſteering with a pref of fail for 
Malta, with a freſh breeze at N, W. On the 22d 
June, La Mul ine, at day- light in the morning, | 
ſpoke a Genoeſe brig from Malta, which gaye in- 
telligence that the French had failed from thence 
on the 11th, with a freſh gale at N. W. The Ad- 
miral was not long in determining what courſe he 
ſhould take, and made the ſignal to bear up and 


ſteer to the S. E. with all poſſible ſail. At this 


time we had no certain means of aſcertaining that | 


the enemy were not bound up the Adriatic, 


From 


F | 
From the day we bore up, till the 29th of 
June, only three veſſels' were ſpoken with, two of 
which had come from Alexandria, and had not 
| ſeen any thing of the enemy's fleet; the other 
had come from the Archipelago, and likewiſe had 
ſeen nothing of them. This day we ſaw the 
Pharos Tower of Alexandria, and continued near- 
ing the land with a preſs of fail, till we had a 
diſtia& view of both harbours; and, to our gene- 
ral ſurpriſe and diſappointment, we ſaw not a 
French ſhip in either. La Mutine communicated 
with the Governor of Alexandria, who was as 
much ſurpriſed at ſeeing a Britiſh ſquadron there, 
as he was at the intelligence that a French fleet 
was probably on its ts page thither, 


It now became a ſubje& of deep and anxious 
deliberation with the Admiral, what could poſſibly 
have been the courſe of the enemy, and what 
their ultimate deſtination. His anxious and active 
mind, however, would not permit him to reſt a 
moment in the ſame place, he therefore ſhaped' 
his courſe to the northward, for the Coaſt of Cara- 
manea, to reach as quickly as poſſible ſome quar- 
ter where information could moſt probably be ob- 


tained, as well as to ſupply his ſhips with water, of 
which they began to run ſhort, - 


On the 4th of July we ads the Coaſt of Ca- 
ramanea ; ſteering along the ſouth ſide of Candia, 
carrying a preſs of ſail both night and day with a 
contrary wind, on the 18th we ſaw the iſland of 

_ Sicily, 
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Sicily, when the Admiral determined to enter the 
port of Syracuſe. With this harbour no perſon 
in the fleet was acquainted ; but by the {kill and 
judgment of the officers, every ſhip ſafely got In, 
and immediately proceeded to get in water, &c. 
with all poſſible expedition. This was the firſt op- 
portunity that the Vanguard had had of receiving 
water on board from the 6th of May, ſo that not 
only the ſtock of that ſhip, but of ſeveral others of 
the ſquadron, was very nearly exhauſted. Al- 
though there was no. proper or regular watering- 
place, yet the great exertions of the officers and 
men enabled us to complete this neceſſary ſervice 
in five days, and on the 25th the ſquadron again 
put to ſea, 


We receiyed vague accounts while at Syracuſe, 
that the enemy's fleet had not been ſeen in the 
Archipelago nor the Adriatic, nor had they gone 
down the Mediterranean ; the concluſion then ſeem- 
ed to be, that the coaſt of Egypt muſt be their 
deſtination; and neither our former diſappoint- 
ment, nor the hardſhips we had endured from the 
heat of the climate, though we were ſtill to follow 
an uncertain purſuit, could deter the Admiral from 
ſteering to that point where there was a chance of 
finding the enemy. 


Noy that it is aſcertained by events, that Alex- 
andria was the object of the enemy, it may ſeem 
ſtrange that they ſhould have been miſſed by us 
both in our paſſage thither, and our return to Sy- 

| racule ; 
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racuſe; but it appeared that the French ſteered a 

direct courſe for Candia, by which they made an 
angular paſſage towards Alexandria, whilſt we ſteer- 
ed a ſtraight courſe for that place, without making 
Candia at all, by which we of courſe very con- 
ſiderably ſnortened the diſtance. The ſmallneſs of 
our ſquadron made it neceſſary to ſail in cloſe or- 
der, and therefore the ſpace which it covered was 
very limited; and as the Admiral had no frigates 
that he could detach upon the look- out, added to 
the conſtant haze of the atmoſphere in that climate, 
our chance of deſcrying the enemy was very much 
circumſcribed. The diſtance likewiſe between 
Candia and the Barbary Coaſt, about 35 leagues, 
leaves very ſufficient ſpace for more than two of 
the largeſt fleets to paſs without mutual obſer- 


vation, particularly under the circumſtances de- 
{IR "2 


On our return to Syracuſe, the circumſtance of 
our ſteering up to the northward, while the enemy 
kept a ſouthern courſe for Alexandria, makes it ob- 


vious that our chance of falling in with them was 
{till leſs than before. 


On the 25th of July we left Syracuſe, till with- 
out any poſitive information reſpecting the enemy; 
but it occurred to the Admiral, that ſome authen- 
tic intelligence might be obtained in the Morea. 
We ſteered for that coaſt, and made the Gulph of 
Coron on the 28th. Captain TRouBRIDGE was 
_ employed on that important ſervice of ob- 

taining 


} 
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taining intelligence, and was difpatched in the 


Culloden into Coron, off which place, by the great 


exertions of that able officer, the fleet was not de- 


tained above three hours. He returned with in- 
telligence from the Turkiſh Governor, that the 


enemy had been ſeen ſteering to the S. E. from 
Candia about four weeks before. Captain Tzov- 
BRIDGE had had the ſatisfaction of obſerving, dur- 
ing his very hurried viſit to Coron, that the inha- 


bitants there entertained the moſt ſerious apprehen- 
ſions from the French armament, and the malt per- 
fect deteſtation againſt that people. 


Upon the information obtained by Captain 
TRrovuBRIDGE, the Admiral determined again to 


_ viſit Alexandria, and carried all fail ſteering for 


that place, which he had the pleaſure to deſcry on 
the 1ſt of Auguſt at noon ;—but not as before, 
it now appearing full of veſſels of various kinds! 
and we fſqon had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
French flag flying on board ſome af the ſhips. 


The utmoſt joy ſeemed to animate every breaſt on 


board the ſquadron at fight of the enemy ; and the 
pleaſure which the Admiral himſelf felt, was per- 


_ 6 


haps more heightened than that of any other man, 


as he had now a gertainty by which he could regu- 


"Mn his future operations. 


The Admiral had, and it appeared moſt RO 


the higheſt opinion of, and placed the firmeſt re- 


hance on the valour and conduct of every captain 
in his ſquadron, It had been his practice during 
| the 
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the whole of the cruize, whenever the weather 


and circumſtances. would permit, to have his cap, 
tains on board the Vanguard, where he would ful- 
ly develope to them his own ideas of the different 
and beſt modes of attack, and ſuch plans as he pro · 
poſed to execute upon falling in with the enemy, 
whatever their poſition or ſituation might be, by 
day or by night. There-was no poſſible poſition: 
in which they could be found, that he did not take 
into his calculation, and for the moſt advantageous 
attack of which, he had not digeſted and arranged 
the beſt poſſible diſpoſition of the force which he 
commanded. With the maſterly ideas of their 
Admiral, therefore, on the ſubje& of naval tactics, 
every one of the captains of his ſquadron was moſt 
thoroughly acquainted ; and upon ſurveying the 
ſituation of the enemy, they could aſcertain with 
preciſion what were the ideas and intentions of 
their commander, without the aid of any further 
inſtructions ; by which means ſignals became almoſt. 
unneceſſary, much time' was ſaved, and the atten- 
tion of gyery captain could ' almoſt undiſtractedly 
be paid to the conduct of his own particular ſhip, 
-2 circumſtance from which, upon this occaſion, the 
advantages to the genera] ſervice were almoſt i in 
calculable, | 


It cannot here be thonght irrelevant, to give 
4 ſome idea of what were the plans which Admiral 
X Nerson had formed, and which he explained to 
bis Captains with ſuch perſpicuity, as to render „ 
his ideas completely their awn. Ta the naval | 
ſervice 


/ 
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| fervice at leaſt they muſt prove not only intereſting, 
but uſeful. 


Had he fallen in with the French fleet at ſea, 
that he might make the beſt impreſſion upon any 
part of it that ſhould appear the moſt vulnerable, 
or the moſt eligible for the attack, he divided his 
force into three ſub-ſquadrons, yiz, 


Vanguard, Orion, Culloden, 
- Minotaur, Goliath, Theſeus, 

Leander, Majeſtic, Alexander, 

Audacious Bellerophon, Swiftſure. 
Defence, 

Zealous, 


Two of theſe ſub- ſquadrons were to attack the 
| ſhips of war, while the third was to purſue the 


tranſports, and to fink and deſtroy as many as. it 
could. ” | | 


The deſtination of the French armament was 
involved in doubt and uncertainty; but it forcibly 
ſtruck the Admiral, that, as it was commanded 
by the man whom the French had dignified with 
the title of the Conqueror of Italy, and as he had 
with him a-very large body of troops, an expedi- 

tion had been planned, which the land force might 
execute without the aid of their fleet, ſhould the 
tranſports be permitted to make their eſcape, and 
reach in ſafety their place of rendezvous; it there- 
fore became a material conſideration with the 


Admiral, 


LF VE 


TY 


Admiral, ſo to arrange his force, as at once to en- 
gage the whole attention of their ſhips of war, and 
at the ſame time materially to annoy and injure 
their convoy. It will be fully admitted; from the 
ſubſequent information which has been received 


upon the ſubject, that the ideas of the Admiral 


upon this occaſion were perfectly juſt, and that the 
plan which he had arranged was the moſt likely to 
fruſtrate the deſigns of the enemy. 


It is almoſt unneceſſary to explain his projected 
mode of attack at anchor, as that was minutely 
and preciſely executed in the action which we now 
come to deſcribe. Theſe plans, however, were 
formed two months before an opportunity preſent- 
ed itſelf of executing any of them, and the ad- 
vantage now was, that they were familiar to the 
underſtanding of every Captain in the fleet. | 


It has been already mentioned, that we ſaw the 
Pharos of Alexandria at noon on the firſt of Au- 
guſt, The Alexander and Swiftſure had been de- 
tached a-head on the preceding evening to recon- 
noitre the ports of Alexandria, while the main 
body of the ſquadron kept in the Offing. The 
enemy's fleet were firſt diſcovered by the Zealous, - 
Captain Hoop, who immediately communicated, 
by ſignal, the number of ſhips, ſixteen, lying at 
anchor in line of battle, in a bay upon the lar- 
board bow, which we afterwards found to be 
Aboukir Bay. The Admiral - hauled his wind 
that inſtant, a movement which was immediately 
Si obſeryed 


. 


| t4 SED 
obſerved and followed by the whole ſquadron ; and 


at the ſame time recalled the Alexander and Swift 


fure. The wind was at this time N. N. W. and 


blew what ſeamen call a top-gallant breeze. It 


was neceſſary to take in the * when we hauled 
upon a wind. 


The Admiral made che fignal e to prepare for 
battle, and that it was his intention to attack the 
enemy's van and centre as they lay at anchor, and 
according, to the plan before developed. His idea 
in this diſpoſition of his force was, firſt to ſecure 
the victory, and then to make the moſt of-it, 
according to future circumſtances; A bower cable 


of each ſhip was immediately got out abaſt, and 
bent forward. We continued carrying fail and 


ſtanding in for the enemy's fleet in a cloſe line of 
battle. As all the officers of our ſquadron were 
totally unacquainted with Aboukir Bay, each * 


* ſounding as ſhe ſtood in. 


The enemy appeared to be moored in a ſtrong 
and compact line of battle, cloſe in with the ſhore, . 
their line deſcribing an obtuſe angle in its form, 
flanked by numerous gun- boats, four frigates, and 


a battery of guns and mortars on an iſland in their 
van. This ſituation of the enemy ſeemed to ſe- 
cure to them the moſt decided. advantages, as they 
had nothing to attend to but their artillery, in their. 


ſuperior-ſkill in the uſe of which the French ſo 
much pride themſelves, and to which indeed their 


ſplendid 
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ſplendid ſeries of land victories are in a great med 
ſure to be imputed. 


T he poſition of the enemy preſented the moſt 
formidable obſtacles ; but the Admiral viewed theſe 
with the eye of a ſeaman determined on attack 
and it inſtantly ſtruck his eagef and penetrating 
mind, that where there was room for an enemy's 
ſhip to ſwing, there was room for one of ours to 
anchor. No further ſignal was neceſſary than 
thoſe which had already been made. The Ad- 
miral's deſigns were as fully known to his whole 
ſquadron, as was his determination to conquer, or 
periſh in 1 the attempt, 


The Goliath and Zealous had the honour to lead 
inſide, and to receive the firſt fire from the van 
ſhips of the enemy, as well as from the batteries 
and gun- boats with which their van was ſtrength- 
ened. Theſe two ſhips, with the Orion, Auda- 
= cious and Theſeus, took their ſtations inſide of the 
enemy's line, and were immediately in cloſe ac- 
W tion. The Vanguard anchored the firſt on the 
outer. ſide of the enemy, and was oppoſed within 
half piſtol ſhot of Le Spariiate, the third in the 
enemy's line. In ſtanding in, our leading ſhirs 
were unavoidably obliged to receive into their 
bows the whole fire of the broadſides of the French 
line, until they could take their reſpective ſtations; 
and it is but juſtice to obſerve, that the enemy re- 
ceived us with great firmneſs and deliberation, no 
colours having been hoiſted on either ſide, nor a 


gun 
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gun fired, till our van ups were within half gun. 
N 


* At this time the neceſſary number of our men 
were employed aloft in furling the fails, and on 
deck, in hauling the braces, &c. preparatory to 
our caſting anchor. As ſoon as this took place, a 

moſt animated fire was opened from the Vanguard, 
which ſhip covered the approach of thoſe in the 
rear, which were following in a eloſe line. The 
Minotaur, Defence, Bellerophon, Majeſtic, Swift- 
ſure and Alexander, came up in ſucceſſion, and 
paſſing within hail of the Vanguard, took their re- 
ſpective ſtations oppoſed to the enemy's line. 
All our ſhips anchored by the ſtern, by which 
means the Britiſh line became-inverted from van to 
ear. | | 


Captain Thoursox, of the Leander, of 30 
guns, with a degree of {kill and intrepidity highly 
honourable to his profeſſional character, advanced 
towards the enemy's line on the outſide, and moſt 
-udiciouſly dropped his anchor athwart hauſe of 
Le Franklin, raking her with great ſucceſs, the 
ſhot from the Leander's broadſide which paſſed 
that ſhip all ſtriking L'Orient, the flag ſhip of the 
French commander in chief, 


The action commenced at ſun-ſet, which was at 
31 minutes paſt fix P. M. with an ardour and vi- 
gour which it is impoſſible to deſcribe, 

| | At 


_ 
At about ſeven o'clock total darkneſs had come 
on; but the whole hemiſphere was, with inter- 
vals, illuminated by the fire of the hoſtile fleets. 
Our Ships, when darkneſs came on, had all hoiſt- 


& their N lights, by : a fi bo oaks ow the | 
" Aditural. 


| The van ſhip of the enemy, Le Guerrier,” was 
diſmaſted in leſs than twelve minutes; and in ten 
minutes after, the ſecond ſhip, Le Conquerant, 
and the third, I.: Spartiate, very nearly at the 
fame moment were almoſt diſmaſted. L'Aguilon 
and Le Souverain Peuple, the fourth and fifth ſhips 
of the enemy's line, were taken poſſeſſion of by 
the Britiſh at 1 252 ! in the nn onag 5 

Captain Banky, at that 56% ſent Leiben 
Galwer, of the Vanguard, with'a party of Ma- 
rines, to take poſſeſſion of Le Spartiate, and that 
officer returned by the boat the French Captain's 
Sword, which Captain Berry immediately deli- 
vered to the Admiral, who was 'then''below in 
conſequence of the ſevere wound which he had 
nee in the deu during ws Heat _ _ 9 i 

A chis time it appeared. dic „be tad a 
ready declared itſelf in our favour; for although 
TOvient, L' Heurchx, and Tonnant, were not taken 
poſſeſſion of, they were conſidered as completely 
in our power, which pleaſing” intelligence Captain : 
BERRY had likewiſe the JOINS: "5 communi- 
N in 2 to the Admiral. 
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At ten minutes after nine, A fire was obſerved 
on board Z'Orient, the French Admirals ſhip, 
which ſeemed to ptoceed from the after-part of 
the cabin, and which increaſed with great rapidity, 
preſently involving the whole of the after-part of 
the ſhip in flames. This circumſtance Captain 
BERRY immediate communicated to the Admi- 
ral, who, though ſuffering ſeverely from his wound, 
came up upon deck, where the firſt conſideration 
that ſtruck his mind, was concern for the dan- 
ger of ſo many lives, to ſave as many as poſſible 
of whom, he ſent Captain Berry to make every 
practicable exertion. A boat, the only one that 
could ſwim, was inſtantly diſpatched from the 
Vanguard, and other ſhips that were in a condi- 
tion to do fo, immediately followed the exam- 


ple; by which means, from the beſt poſſible in- 


formation, the lives of about venty F renchmen 
were den 


* 


' The light down by the fire of Lorien, upon 
the ſurrounding objects, enabled us to perceive 
with more certainty the ſituation of the two fleets, 
the colours of both being clearly diftinguiſhable. 
The rannonading was partially kept up to leeward 
c the centre till about ten o'clock, when LOri- 
ent blew up with a moſt tremendous exploſion. ' 
An awful pauſe and death-like ſilence for about 
three minutes enſued, when the wreck of the 
maſts, yards, &c. &c. which had been carried to 
avaſt height, fell down into the water and on. 
board the ſurrounding _—_ A port fire from 
1 Lorient 


N — 
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DOrient fell into the main royal of the Aex- 
ander, the fire occaſioned by which was hows: 
ever extinguiſhed in about two minutes, by the 
active exentions of 88 32 Baur. 


After this awful ſcene, the firing 125 fecom- 
menced by the ſhips to leeward of the centre 
till twenty minutes paſt ten, when there was a 
total ceſſation of firing for about ten minutes: 
after which it was revived till about three in the 
morning, when it again ceaſed. | 


Aſter the victory had been Kube in the van, 
ſuch Britiſh ſhips as were in a condition to move, 
had gone dawn upon the freſh ſhips of the ene- 


my. which occaſioned, theſe renewals of the fight, 


all of which terminated with the fame happy ſuc- 
ba in favour of our flag. 


At five minutes paſt five in the morning the 


two rear ſhips of the enemy, Le Guillaume Tell | 


and Le Genereux, were the only French ſhips. of 
the line that had their colours fying. 
ly 

At fiſty 8 paſt five a F eh frizare, 

L' Artemife, fired a broad fide and ſtruck her 


colours; but ſuch was the unwarrantable and in- 
famous conduct of the. French captain, that af- 


ter having thus ſurrendered; be ſet fire to his 
ſhip, and with part-of his crew made his eſcape 
on ſhore, 


— . — 
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. »Another of the French frigates, La Serieuſe, 


had been ſunk by the fire from ſome of our 


* ſhips; but as her poop remained above water, 
her men were ſaved upon it, and were taken _— 


** our LO the l 


The ae we whoſe W and EN had 
been entirely ſhot away, could not retain her ſitu- 


ation abreaſt of ZOrtent, but had drifted out of 


| the line to the lee fide of the bay, a little be- 


fore that ſhip blew up. The Audacious was in 


155 che meins derached t to her aſſiſtance. 


"Ac 3 o' clock Ls 8 and Guillaume 


Tell, wich the two frigates, La Fuſtice and La 
Diane, cut their cables and ſtood out to ſea, pur- 


ſued by the Zealous, Captain Hoop, who, as the 
Admiral himſelf has ſtated, handſomely  endea- 


voured to prevent their eſcape ; but as there was 


no other ſhip in a condition to ſupport 2255 Zea, 


Ws, he. was recalled.” | 3 f 


"The — 58 of the GEN Soy was den 


in ſecuring the French ſhips. that had truck, 
and which were now all completely in our poſſeſ- 
ſion, Le Tonnant and Timoleon excepted; as theſe 
were both diſmaſted, and conſequently could not 


eſcape, they were naturally the laſt of which we 


TONE of king e, 


On the morning of the third the Timoleon was 


ſer fire to, and L Tonnant had cut her cable and 
drifted 


* 
1 


3 

drifted on ſhore, but that active officer Captain 
Mir LER, of the Theſeus, ſoon got her off 18 
and N her in the Britiſh line. i 


The Britiſh force engaged conßlted of twelve 


ups of 74 guns, and the Leander, of 50. 


From the over anxiety and zeal of Captain 
TRouBRIDGE to get into action, his ſhip, the 
Culloden, in ſtanding in for the van of the enemy's 
line, unfortunately grounded upon the tail of a 


ſhoal running off from the iſland, on which were | 


the mortar and gun batteries of the enemy; and 
notwithſtanding all the exertions of that able officer 
and his ſhip's company, ſhe could not be got 
off. This unfortunate circumſtance was ſeverely 
felt at the motnent by the Admiral and all the of- 
ficers of the ſquadron; but their feelings were 
nothing compared to the anxiety and even an- 
guiſh of mind which the Captain of the Culloden 


- himſelf experienced, for ſo many eventful hours. 


There was but one conſolation. that could offer it- 
ſelf to him in the midſt of the diſtreſſes of his 
ſituation, a feeble one it is true—that his ſhip 
ſerved as a beacon for three. other ſhips, viz. the 
Alexander, Theſeus, and Leander, which were ad- 
vancing with all poſſible fail ſet cloſe in his Rear, 


and which otherwiſe might have experienced: a 
- fimilar misfortune, and thus in a greater propor · 


tion Rill, haye weakened our force, 


It 


* alt > IR a a 
| y — 


| 


TT,” , ** doen. Ate. at... Ate. ae 


| > WT I IEP 0 3 
* g 


22 | 
It was not till the morning of the ſecond that q 
the Culloden could be got off, and it was found | 
AB ſhe had ſuffered very confiderable damage in her | 
bottom; that her rudder was beat off, and the 
crew could ſearcely keep her afloat with all the 
pumps going. 


The reſources of Captain Tos mind 
availed him much, and were admirably exerted 
upon this trying occaſion, In four days he had a 
3 new rudder made. upon his own deck, which was 
Ho immediately ſhipped; and the Culloden was again 
85 in 3 ſtate for actual view, though , ſtill very 

leaky. N 

The plied e that the wounded of his | 

. own ſhips had been well taken care of, bent his 
firſt attention to thoſe of the enemy. He. eſtab- 
liſhed a truce with the Commandant of Hboukir, 
and through him made a communication to the 
Commandant of Alexandria, that it was his inten- 
tion to allow the wounded Frenchmen to be taken 

aſhore to praper boſpitals, with their on ſurgeons 
TI to attend them; a propoſal which was aſſented to 

| HR by the French, and which as carried into effe& 


— * 1 


_ 8 the following day, 


* 2 OP N * N , 
FEE | — x — 


The activity and generous 88 of 
Caprain TROUBRIDGE, Were again exerted at 
this time for the general good. He communi- 
} cated with the ſhore, and had the addreſs to "5h 


cure a ſupply of frelk proviſions, * 


q * 
* * et I. : "” N 
. 


which 


which were ſerved out to the ſick and wounded, 
and which proved of eſſential utilit x. 


On the 2d, the Arabs and Mamelukes, who - 
during the battle had lined the ſhores of the- bay, 
ſaw with tranſport that the victory was deciſively 
ours, an event in which they ' participated with 
an exultation almoſt equal to our own; and on 
that and the two following nights, the whale coaſt 
and country were illuminated as far as we could 
ſee, in celebration of our victory. This had a 
great effect upon the minds of our priſoners, as 
they conceived that this illumination was the con- 
ſequence not entirely of our ſuceeſs, but of ſome 
fignal adyantage obtained by the ION ”_— 
melukes over BUONAPARTS. | ; 


| Although it is natural to fuppoſe that the time 
and attention of the Admiral, and all the officers 
of his ſquadron, were fully employed in repairiag 
the damages ſyſtained hy their own ſhips, and in 
ſecuring thoſe of the enemy, which their valour 
had ſubdued, yet the mind of that gxzar and 
coop May felt the ſtrongeſt emotions of the 
moſt pious. gratitude to the - SUPREME EM, for 
the ſignal ſucceſs which, by his Divine favour, 
had crowned his endeayours in the cauſe of his 
country, and in conſequence, on the morning of 
the ad, he iſſued the following memorandum ta 
the different terns his _— als 


MEM. 


— -t.. 


* 24 Day of dugufh, 1798. 


I 5 00 Alrvighty 3 bleſſed his Majeſty's Arms with 


victory, the Admiral intends returning Public Thankſ- 


giving for the ſame at two o'clock this day, and he re- 
commends every 464 hg, the ſame as ſoon as conve- 


nient. 


e reſpecti ve AO | | 5 
„ the ee ee PEN | 


At two x adodk TOI on that 4 8 
| ſervice was performed on the quarter- deck of the 


Vanguard, by the Rev. Mr. Comrn, the other 


ſhips following the example of the Admiral, eres 


HO not all at the ſame time, 


- This ſolemn act of . to Heaven ſeemed 
to make a. very deep impreſſion upon ſeveral of 


the priſoners, both officers and men, ſome of the 


former of whom remarked, „ that it was no 


wonder we could preſerve ſuch order and diſci- 
pline, when we could impreſs. the minds of our 


men with ſuch ſentiments aſter a victory ſo great, 
and at a moment fs 8 ſeeming ee 


8 47101 og] 5 


on the n! a the e en e 
ag iſſued to all the ſhips, expreſſive of the Ad- 
miral's ſentiments of the noble exertions of the 
different officers and men ap his ſquadron : - © 


/ N 


4 Panguard, 


” Fanguard, of the Mouth of the Nite, 


* — 
2 —_— 
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e Vanguard, ed Day of Auguſt, 2793, 
. „ f the Mouth of the Nile.“ 

« The Admiral moſt heartil y congratulates.the captains, 
officers ſeamen and Marines of the ſquadron hie has the 
honour to command, on the event af the late action; and 
he deſires they will accept his moſt ſincere and cordial 
thanks for their very gallant behaviour in this glorious. 
battle. It muſt ſtrike foxcibly every Rririſh ſeaman, how 
fuperior their conduct is, when in Diſcipline and good 
order, to the riotous behaviour of * Frenchmen. 

6 The ſquadron may = aſfured the Admiral will not 
fail, with his diſpatches, to repreſent their truly me- 


ritorious conduct in the ſtrongeſt terms to * Commander 
in Chief. 


4 To the captains of the ſhips | 


465 ile. ſquadron,” 2 . | * 


The praiſe expreſſed i in this memorandum could 

not fail to be highly acceptable and gratifying to 
every individual in the ſquadron ; and the obſerva- 
tfon which it endeavoured to impreſs upon the 


minds of all, the ſtriking advantages derived from 


diſcipline and good order, was ſo much the effect 


of recent experience. that every hears pmeciage+ 
ly aſſented Ne its et 


The 1 55 this 1 truth will not, 


we truſt, be confined to any particular branch of 
the Britiſh navy: the ſentiment of the Hero of 
the NiLe muſt infuſe itſelf into the heart of every 
Britiſh ſeaman, in whatever quarter of the globe 


he may be extending the glory and intereſts of 


his Country, 'and will there produce the convic- 
tion, that courage alone will not lead him ta con- 


_ quelh 


- 
= 
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queſt, without the aid and direction of exact diſci- 

pline and order. Let thoſe who deſire to emulate 

= (as every Britiſh ſeaman muſt) the glory acquired 
1 upon this ſignal occaſion, purſue the ſame means 
which principally led to its acquiſition, Let them 

| repoſe the moſt perfect reliance in the courage, [ £ 

=. judgment, and ſkill of their fuperior officers, and N 

= let them aid the deſigns of theſe by uniformly ſub- 

B miſſive obedience and willing ſubordination—ſo 

= © ſhall the Britiſh navy continue to be the admira- 

1 duon of che world, till time ſhall be no more 


:X 

MI 

. 
1 
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„ lmmediately after the action, ſame Malteſe, Ge- 
18 noeſe, and Spaniards, who had been ſerving on 
=_ board the French fleet, offered their ſervices in 
ours, which were accepted; and they expreſſed 
the greateſt happineſs at thus being freed, as they 
themſelves faid, fram the cruclty and tyranny of | | 
wy French, | | [ | 


on the fourth ** er _s OY Captain 
3 Berry, of the Vanguard, failed in the Leander, 
. ol 50 guns, with the Admiral's diſpatches to the 
CToqmmander in Chief, Earl Sr. Vincent, off 


5 
i | Cadiz, containing intelligence of the glorious vic- 
Wi EO tory Which he had chin 


It 


y a” 
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It would to us, however, appear a want of juſt 
fecling and ſentiment, were we to ſend a narra- 
tive into the world, ſo authentic and circumſtan- 
tial, without attempting to expreſs, however ' ina- 
dequately, our homage far the ſplendid talent and 
heroic energy by which the glorious event of which 


it is deſcriptive, was achieved. The daring en- 


terprize of the attack could only be niyalled by the 
perſevering courage with which it was ſupported, ___ 
and the unparalleled Opn with which it was 
crowned, | 1 


When the ſervices of arty, upon this great 
occaſion were fo eminently marked by the - moſt 
animated gallantry, it would not only be invi- 
dious, but perhaps impoſſible, to make a ſelec- 
tion of individual pre-eminence, © If every may 
had not done his duty to the utmoſt ſtretch of 
his ability, jt: ſeems impoſſible that an inferior 
force ſhould have obtained fo ſignal a victory 
over one ſo very conſiderably ſuperior. The dif- 
ferent ſituations, however, of the different ſhips, 
certainly placed ſome in circumſtances. of more 
arduous and unequal combat than others. The 
undaunted magnanimity with which the Bellerophon - 
was placed alongſide ZOrjent, excited at the mo- 
ment the higheſt admiration, and the perſeverance 
with which ſhe retained her ſituation, muſt ever 
be the theme of eulogium with every officer and 


man in the Britiſh ſquadron. Other joſtances 


which gave room for a peculiar diſplay of hero- 
um might be adduced, but where the merit of 
; | _ ALL 
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ALL was ſo conſpicuous the praiſe of ana! Is 
„ DUE ro Air. p 


In dhe (chief 0 am ler upon this occaſion, it 
is evident that the high gallantry of his ſpirit is 
the leaſt ftriking qualification for the command 
wich which he had fo judiciouſly been inveſted. 
To fight and to conquer had been familiar to him; 
but he was now called upon for the exerciſe of 
qualities which raiſe the true Hero above the level 
of the general maſs of mankind, and conſtitute 
the character of a great commander. Theſe, it has 
been ſeen, he not only fully poſſeſſed, but moſt 
admirably exerted. He purſued to every point in 
which there ſeemed the beſt chance of finding 
his enemy he ſuffered incertitude and diſappoint- 
ment with unſhaken firmneſs; and the delay which 
occurred in the gratification of his wiſhes, only 
added to the heroic feeling from which they 
aroſe, 


WR 150 has gone abroad, that the attack in 
Aboukir bay was directed by accident. No idea 
can be more unfounded, or more injurious to the 
profeſſional character of the gallant Admiral, It 
is proved from this narrative, that his mode of 
attack was the reſult of deep and deliberate cogi- 
tation, and ſo clearly had he explained himſelf to 
thoſe who were to bear their reſpective ſhares in 
the execution of his plans, that when they diſeo- 
vered their enemy, little remained to be done 
but to commence the premeditated attack. 9 

| we 


—_— DC. os 
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well the plan for the attack at anchor was con- 


certed, the event has fully proved; and there is 


certainly every juſt ground for the concluſion, - | 


that wherever, or in whatever ſituation the Britiſh 
ſquadron under Rear-Admiral NxL SY, had fallen 

in with the enemy, the reſult would have been 
| ſucceſsful and glorious in a ſuperlative degree. 


As it was—certainly no battle was ever more 
deſperately ſought - no victory was ever more com- 
pleat in itſelf, or more important in its conſe- 
quences and when the ſuperiority in force of 
the enemy, and his advantages of ſituation are 
conſidered, it muſt be pronounced to be the moſt 
daring enterprize, under the conduct of reaſon 
and ſkill, that ever was attempted ; and the battle 
of the Nile, which now fills all Europe with ſen- 
ſations of aſtoniſhment and admiration, muſt con- 
tinue to be our favourite theme of panegyric, our 
pride and our boaſt, whilſt generous and heroic 
feelings ſhall continue to be cheriſhed by the 
Britiſh nation. _ e 


The compiler of this narrative is happy in the 
opportunity which another edition affords him, of 
preſuming to direct the tribute of national grati- 
tude to thoſe who were concerned in the projec- 
tion of the plan of ſending a ſquadron into the 
Mediterranean, to diſpute with the enemy the: maſ- 
tery of that ſea. At a time of ſuch apparent dan- 
ger from the gigantic threats of the enemy, it 
might Juſtly have deen deemed an” enterprize pe- 
| culiarly 


_— 
culiarly daring and hazardous; but it wis &off: 


ceived with the dignified deliberation becoming 


the rulers of a great people; and executed with 


me promptitude and energy which ſo prominently 
characteriae the officers of 1 Britiſh navy. 


Could any praiſe. that hacks be here offered to 
the high profeſſional reputation of the Earl of ST. 
VincexT, be acceptable to that nobleman, or add 


to his fame, it would be tendered with ſincerity 


and reſpect; but it was only characteriſtic of the 
general tenor of his command, that the captain of 
every. ſhip which he deſtined to compoſe the ſqua- 
dron of reinforcement to Rear-Admiral NzLsoN 
(under the immediate orders of Captain Trov- 


BRIDGE), ſhould be apprized of the ſervice upon 
which he was to fail, and that of courſe every ſhip 
| was ready to put to ſea from Cadiz Bay at a 
moment's notice; andit is a fact which is worthy 


ok permanent record, as illuſtrative of the energy 


and activity of Britiſh ſeamen, that as ſoon as Sir 
Roczr Curtis, with the ſquadron of reinforce- 


; ment under his command from England, was viſi- 
dle from the maſt-head of the Admiral's ſhip, 


Commodore TrouaarDos with his ſquadron put 


out to ſea, and was actually out of ſight on his 


courſe to the ſtraits of Gibraltar, before the for- 


mer cat anchor at _ 9 ſtation off Cadiz 


N Bay. 
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LONDON GAZ ET T F 
EXTRAORDINARY. 


Admiralty-Office, Oftober 2, 1798. 


The Honourable Captain Caezt., of his Majeſty's 
ſloop Murine, arrived this morning with dif. 
patches from Rear-Admiral Sit Hox Arto NzL- 
son, K. B. to Evan Nxrzax, Eſq. Secretary 


of the Admiralty, of which the 9 are 
Copies. 


* Meath of the Nilt, 


Auguſt 7, 1798. 
sin, 


HEREWITH I have the honout to 8 
you a copy of my letter to the Earl of St. Vincent, 
together with a line of battle of the Engliſh and 
French ſquadrons, alfo a liſt of killed and wound- 
ed, I have the pleaſure to inform you, that 
eight of our ſhips have already rop-gallant yards 
acroſs, and ready for any fervice: the others, with 
the prizes, will ſoon be ready for ſea. In an 
event of this importance, I have thought right to 


ſend Captain Capel with a copy of my letter (to 


the Commander in Chief) over land, which 1 
hope their lordſhips will approve ; and beg leave 


to 
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32 
to refer them to Captain Capel, who is a moſt « ex- 
cc llent officer, and fully able to give every infor- | 
mation; and I beg leave to recommend them to 


_ their r londſhips” notice. 


Fro] have the bby to be, Fe. on 
: 95 HORATIO NELSON. | 


P. 8. The iſland I have taken poſſeſſion of, 
and brought off the two thirteen-inch mortars, all 
the braſs guns, and deſtroyed the iron ones. 

Evan Nepean, Eſq. WP 


— 


* / 


F. anguard, of 725 Mouth of the Nik, 


| | POIs 1798. 
MY LORD, . 


ALMIGHTY GOD has bleſſed. his Majeſty's | 
Arms in the late battle, by a great victory over 
the flect of the enemy, whom I attacked at ſun- 
ſet on the iſt of Auguſt off the mouth of the Nile. 
The enemy were moored in a ſtrong line of bat- 


tle, for defending the entrance of the bay (of 


Shoals), flanked by numerous gun- boats, four 
frigates, and a battery of guns and mortars on | 
an iſland in their van; but nothing could withſtand | 


the ſquadron your Lordſhip did me the honour, 


to place under my command. Their high ſtate 
of diſcipline is well known to you, and with the 
judgment of the captains, together: with their va · 
jour, and that of their officers, and men of every 
* it was abſolutely F 


| C ould 
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Could any thing from my pen add to the charac- 


ters of the Captains, I would write it with * 6 
- ſure ; but . is * 


1 ee to regret the loſs of Captain Weſtcott of 
the Majeſtic, who was killed early in the action; 
but the ſhip was continued to be ſo well fought by 
her Firſt Lieutenant, Mr. Cuthbert, that 1 have 
given him an order to command her, till your 
Lordſhip's pleaſure is known. 


The ſhips of the enemy, all but their two rear 
ſhips, are nearly diſmaſted ; and thoſe two, with 
two frigates, . I am ſorry to ſay, made their eſcape: 
nor was it, I aſſure you, 'in my power to prevent 
them, Captain Hood moſt handſomely endea- 
voured to do it; but I had no ſhip in a condition 


to ſupport the pn and I was obliged'to call 
= | 


The 2 and aſſiſtance I have 3 from 
Captain Berry cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed. 1 
was wounded in the head, and obliged to be car- 
ried off the deck, but the ſervice ſuffered no loſs 
by that event. Captain Berry was fully equal to 
the important ſervice then going on, and to him I 
| muſt beg leave to refer you for every information 


1 relative to this victory. He will preſent you with 


the flag of the ſecond in command, that of the 
Commander i in Chief being burnt 1 in the Lorient. 


D | Herewith 


— 
r rere — — * —ä— — 
* > Py * * * 


| 


— 


7 2 _ - 
k 
ot i 
4 *E Ts. 
2 FFP e — ” 
_— 4 
= 1 
* 


— 


1 
bs Ul 


— — * 
as - - g 1 2 E C 
% * . 
= " * 

r%%SSEſ⁷m:CN—:„ ,,, ,⏑«‚——— ,,, 

4 ” - " 
- N T " 

= * 1 1 

- 


: | : 34 8 . | 
Herewith/ tranſmit you lifts of the killed and 
wounded; and the h lines of beetle: of uren 20 


the French. | 
I la i oe to Wy hos 


e HORATIO IE: 


To Admiral the Ear!, of St. Vincent. 
Commander in Chief, c. hs, Sc. 
& Cadiz, | A 


* 
LINE OF BATTLE. : 
1. Culloden, T. Troubridge, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 
2. Theſeus, R. W. Miller, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 
3. Alexander, Alex. J. Ball, Captain, 74 Guns, 390 Men. 
4. Vanguard, Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelſon, K. B. 
dw. Berry, Captain, 74 Guns, 59 Mn. 
5. Migotaur, Thomas Louis, Captain, 74 Guns, 64% Men. 
6. Leander; T. B. Thompſon, Captain, 5o Guns, 343 Men. 
: Swiftſure, B. Hallowell, Captain, 74 Guns, 5390 
8. Audacious, Davidge Gould, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 
9. Defence, John Peyton, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 


10 Zealbus. Samuel Hood, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 5 


11; Orion, Sir " James Saumarez, Captain, 74 Cuns, 590 Men. 

12. Goliath, Tho. Foley, Caprain, 74 Guns, 390 Men. 
13. Majeſtic, Geo. B. Weſtcott, Captain, 74 Guns, 590 Men. 
14 Bellerophon, Henry D. E. Darby, Captain, 74 Gans, | 


330 Men. 
La Mutine Brig, 2 8 3 
V. anguard, of the Mouth of the Nile, 5 | | A 0 . * 


FRENCH. LINE or BATTLE. 


1. Le Guerrier, 74 Guns, 600 Men.—Taken. 

2. Le Comquerant, 74 Guns, 700 Men.—Taken. 

3. Le e 74 Guns, 700 Men.— Taken. i 
| 4 e | 


* 
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7 * Aquilen, 74 Guns, 700 Men. — Taken. 
5. Le Souverain Peuple, 74 Guns, 700 Men —Taken. 
6. Le Franklin, Blanquer, Firſt Contre Admiral 80 > Guns, 
800 Men. — Taken. : 

7. L'Orient, Brueys, Admiral and Commander in Chief, 
120 Guns, 1010 Men. —Burat. 

9; Le Heureux, 74 Gans, 700 Men —Taken, 
10. Le Timoleon, 74 Guns, 700 Men —Burnt, 
11. Le Mercure, 74 Guns, 700 Men.— Taken. 


"<ul Le Guillaume Tell; Villeneuve, Second Contre Admis 


ral, 89 Guns, 800 Men —Eſcaped. 
13. Le Genereux, 74 Guns, 700 Men. —Eſcaped. | 
| FRI G AT E 8 
| 1 La Diane, 48 Guns, 300 Men. —Efſcaped.' : 
. La Juſtice, 44 Guns, 300 Men. —Eſcaped. 5 
47 L' Artemiſe, 36 Guns, 250 Men, —Burnt. AE 
17. La Serieuſe, 36 Guns, 250 Men.—Diſmaſted and Sunk. 
E 2 HORATIO NELSON, 
a. . the of the Fa 
; Le e 
A. Return of the Killed ke Waunded i in bis Ji | 
ty's Ships under the Command of Sir Hor Aro 
NELsoN, K. B. Rear- Admiral of the Blue, in Action 
with the French, at Anchor, on the I ft A. 4% uſt, 
1798, off the Mouth of the Nile. 


Theſeus—s Seamen killed ; 1 Officer, 24 Seamen, 5 1735 
rines, wounded.— Total 375. | 
Alexander—1 Officer, 13 Seamen, killed; 5 omen 48 
Seamen, 5 Marines, wou ed.— Total 71. | 
Vanguard—z Officers,- 20 Seamen, 7 Marines, killed ; 7 
Officers, 6o .Seamen, 8 Marines, wounded. Total 105 


7 Minotaur—2 Officers, 18 Seamen, 3 Marines, killed; 4 Of- 


ficers, 54 Seamen, 6 Marines, wounded.— Total 87. 
Swiftfure—7 Seamen killed ; 1 Officer, 19 Seamen, 2 Ma- 
rines, 3 ,—Toral 2g. | 
| Ea 3 
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$128 TS Seaman killed; 2 Oben, 31 Seamen, 2 
| | Marines, wounded.— Total 36. 
Defence—3 Seamen, 1 Marine, killed; 9 ns 2 Ma- 
rines, wounded.— Total 15. 
1 Zealous i Seaman killed; 7 Seamen wounded. Tora 8. 
| DODrion—1 Officer, 11 Seamen, 1 Marine killed 35 Officers, 
; 18 Seamen, 6 Marines, wounded. — Total 42. 
| Goliath—2 Officers, 12 Seamen, 7 Marines, killed; 4 Of- 
ficers, 28 Seamen, 9 Marines, wounded.— Total 62. 
B e Officers, 33 Seamen, 14 Marines, killed; 3 Of- 
. ficers, 124 Seamen, 16 Marines, wounded.— Total 193. 
abap Officers, 32 Seamen, 13 Marines, killed ; 
8 5 5 Officers, 126 Seamen, 17 Marines, nn 
| | EIS 197. | JEET 5 
1 | " Leander—14 "POLIO Lad: N 
5 Fotal—16 Officers, 156 Seamen, 46 Marines, killed 27 
| 5 9 3 562 Seamen, 78 Marines, wounded. 285 95. 


| ' OFFICERS: KILLED... 


1 | Janna a e Taddy, Marines ; Mr. Thomas Sey- 
| mour, Mr. John G. Taylor, Midſhipmen. 


Alexander—Mr. John Collins, Lieutenant. 
Orion—Mr. Baird, Captain's Clerk. 


Goliath—Mr. William Davies, Mafter's Mate; Mr. Andrew 
Brown, Midſhipman. 8 

Majeſtie— George B. Weſtcott, Captain; Mr. Zebedee Ford, 

Midſhipman; Mr. Andrew Gilmore, Boatſwain. | 

Bellerophon—Mr. Robert Savage Daniel, Mr. W. Laundee, | 
Mr. George joliffe, Licurenants ; Mr. Thomas 8 
Maſter's Mate. a 

Minotaur—Lieutenant ]. S. Kirchner, Maſter ; Ms peter 
Walten, Maſter's Mate. 5 


_ OFFICERS WOUNDED. 


| Wy, | Vanguard—dtr N. vaſſal, Mr. J. Adye, 1 Mr. 
: J. Campbell, Admirals Secretary; Mr. M. Auſtin, Bot- 
Twain ; Mr. J. Weatherſton, Mr. George Antrim, Mid- 
fſhipmen. 
| Theſea—Licurenant Hawkins. | | INE 
: 8 „ | Alexander 
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37. | 
Ld rt Ball, Eſa. e Capt. J. Creſ- 


well, Marines; Mr. W. Lawſon, Maſter ; Mr. G. Bally, ' 


Mr. Luke Anderſon, Midſnipmen. 


Audacious—Mr: John Jeans, Lieutenant 3 Mr. Chriſropher | 


Font, Gunuer. 

Orion—Six James Saumarez, . Mr. Peter Sadler, 
Boatſwain; Mr. Phil. Richardſon, Mr. Ch. Miell, Mr. 

Lanfeſty, Midſhipmen. 

Goliath. — M. William Wilkinſon; Lieatenamt Mr. Law 
Graves, Midſhipman ; Mr. P. Strachan, Schoolmaſter ; 

Mr. James Payne, Midfhipman. 

Majeſtic— Mr. Charles Seward, Mr. Charles, Rovle, Mid- 
ſhiprnen ; Mr. Robert Overton, Captain's Clerk. 

Bellerophon—H. D. Darby, Eſq. Captain; Mr. Ed. Kirby, 
Maſter; Captain John Hopkins, Marines; Mr. Chap- 
man, Boatſwain ; Mr. Nicholas Bettſon, Midſhipman. 

Minotaur—Mt. Thomas Irwin, Lieutenant ; Lieutenant 
John Jewell, Marines; Mr. Thomas Foxten, 2d Maſ- 
ter; Mr. Martin Wills, "Midſhipman. 

Swiſtfure—HMr. William Smith, Midſhipman. 


WORE NELSON, 


THE CAPTURE OF THE LEANDER. 


As the capture of the Leander, of 50 guns, 
commanded by Captain Tromas THomeson, and 
in which ſhip Captain Berry had failed from 


Aboukir Bay with the diſpatches of Sir HonAT1o 


Nersow to the Earl of Sr. Vincewr, containing 


advices of the glorious and important victory which 
had been obtained, is intimately. connected with 


the Battle of the Nile, it has been deemed pro- 


per to add the account of that event to the fore- 


going narratiye. The idea, indeed, was ſuggeſted 
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| by. a Gentleman (Jon Tb ih . 
Eſq.) who, with the moſt active patriotiſm unites 

Fu hs warmeſt feelings of bene volence who is ever 
foremoſt in acts of juſtice and humanity, and who, 
upon many ſignal occaſions, has conſpicuouſly - 
proved himſelf to be the Seaman's Friend. Such 

a recommendation, the writer of the narrative feels 

to be imperative - but at the ſame time truſts he 
may be allowed to expreſs his very ſincere ſatisfac- 
tion in the opportunity of joining the general 
voice in praiſe of the gallantry of Captain Tour- 
son, his officer, and Men. Could a better ac- 
count of the action which they ſo nobly ſuſtained, 
diſabled as the Leander was from the battle of the 
Nile, and againſt a force ſo very ſuperior, be 
procured, it would have. now been preſented ; 
but Captain THowron himſelf has ſo circumſtan- 

. tally and ably deſcribed it, that nothing remains 
for the Editor of the preſent work, but to copy 


the official letter to the n of that gallant 
and excellent officer. 


*& 
= - — <2 was 2 — > 
e 
— — — nn Feng, eons 
- w 
* - 
. 


— — — ——,ꝛͤ —— = 


TN ———_—_— — — —— — — 


S —— 


— — Ä— OR — eng 
a 


Admiralty- Office, November 24, 1798. 


Copy of a Leiter from Captain Thomas Thompſon, of his 

| de, s late Ship'the Leander, to Evan Nepean, © 

oe Ei. dated an board the ION at Trieſte, the 
| 14 W c I e 


7 ien | 

UPON my 8 at this pace, 1 nete 
Fa acquainted Sir Horatio Nelſon with the cap- 
ture of his Micky” s ſhip Leander under my com- 


8 | mand, 
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; 
mand, and bes leave to incloſe you a copy of 


my letter to the Rear -Admiral, for the quicker 


information of my Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty. 


1 have the Honour to be, _ 

Sar: THOMAS THOMPSON. 
Admirally-Offite, November 24, ſr 

Copy of 4 Leiter from Captain Thompſon, late Com- 


mander of his Majeſty's ſhip Leander, to Rear- 
Admiral Sir Horatio Nelſon, K. B. ated Trigſte, . 
the 13th Oftober, 1798. | 


II is with extreme pain I have to relate to 
you the capture of his Majeſty's ſhip Leander, 
late under my command, by a ſeventy-four gun 
ſhip, after a cloſe action of fix hours and a half. 
On the 18th Auguſt laſt, being within five or ſix 
miles of the weſt end of Goza, near the iſland of 
Candia, we diſcovered at day-break-a large ſail 
on the S. E. quarter, ſtanding directly for the 
Leander; we were then becalmed, but the ſtran- 
ger bringing up a fine breeze from the South- 
ward, we ſoon made him to be a large ſnip of 

the line. As the Leander was in officers and men 
upwards of eighty ſhort of the complement, and 
had on board a number which were wounded on 
the iſt, I did not conſider myſelf juſtified in ſrek- 
ing an action with a ſhip of ſueh conſiderable ſu- 
Periority in point of ſize; I therefore took every 

means in my power to avoid it: I however ſoon 
found that our inferiority of ſailing made it inevit- 
Able; and I en, with all fail ſet, ſteered the 


Leander 
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3 Leander a courſe which 1 d W receive 
1 Dor adverſary to the beſt advantage, ſhould he 
bring us to battle. At eight o'clock the ſtrange 
thip (Rtill continuing to have tlie good fortune: of 
lf. the wind) had approached us within a long ran- 
1 | dom ſhot, and had Neapolitan colours hoiſted, 1 
„ 8 which he how changed to Turkiſh ; but this de- 
* ception was of no avail, as I plainly made him 
= to be French. At nine he had ranged up within 
à half gun-ſhot of our weather- quarter; I there- 
fore hauled the Leander up ſufficiently to bring 
the broadſide to bear, and immediately com- 
menced a vigorous cannonade on him, which he 
inſtantly returned. The ſhips continued - nearing 
each other until half paſt ten, keeping a conſtant 
and heavy firing. At this time 1 perceived the 
enemy intending to run us on board; and the 
Leander being very much cut up in rigging, fails, 
and yards, I was unable with the light air that 
: blew to prevent it. He ran us on board the lar- 
board bow, and continued alongſide us for ſome 
ime. A molt ſpir ted and well: directed fire, how- 
ever, from our ſmall party of marines (command- 
ed by the ſerjeant), on the poop and from the 
quarter- deck, prevented the enemy from taking 
FS: advantage of his good fortune, and he was repulſed 
| in all his efforts to make an impreſſion on us. 
The firing from the great guns was all this time 
kept up with the ſame vigour; and a light breeze 
giving the ſhips way, I was enabled to ſteer clear 
of the enemy, and ſoon afterwards had the fatisfae- 
tion to luff under his ſtern, and paſſing him with- 


41 
in ten yards, diſtinctly diebe wy gun from | 
15 Leander i into him. 7 


140 from Le eine was. 1 put Pl con- 
tinued ſeries of heavy firing within piſtol-· hot, 
without any wind, and the fea as ſmooth as glaſs, 
I feel it unneceſſary to give you the detail of. 
the effects of every ſhot, which muſt be obvious 
from our ſituation; I ſhall therefore content myſelf 
with aſſuring you, that a moſt vigorous cannonade 
was kept up from the Leander, without the ſmalleſt 
intermiſſion, until half paſt three in the afternoon. 
At this time, the enemy having paſſed our bows 
with a light breeze, and brought himſelf on our 
ſtarboard-ſide, we found that our guns on that ſide 
were nearly all diſabled by the wreck of our own 
ſpars, that had fallen on this fide. This produced 
2- ceſſation. of our fire, and the enemy took this 
time to aſk us if we had ſurrendered? The Le- 
ander was now totally ungovernable, not having 
a ching ſtanding but the ſhattered remains of the fore 
and main-maſts and the bowſprit, her hull cut o 
pieces, and the decks full of killed and wounded 
and perceiving the enemy who had only loſt 
his Mizen-top- maſt, approaching to place himſelf 
athwart our ſtern; in this defenceleſs ſituation, 4 
_ aſked Captain Berry if he thought we could do 
more? He cojnciding with me that further reſiſt- 
ance was vain and impracticable, and, indeed, all 
hope of ſucceſs having for ſome time vaniſhed, I 1 
therefore now directed an anſwer to be given in the 
affirmative, and the enemy ſoon after took poſſeſ- 
ſion of bis N $ ſhips ; 
| I cannot 


J cannot conclude this account without aſſuri ng 

you how much advantage his Majeſty's ſervice de- 
rived during this action from the gallantry and ac- 

_ tivity of Captain Berry of the Vanguard; I ſhould 
alſo be wanting in juſtice, if T did not bear teſ- 
timony to the ſteady bravery of the officers and 

' ſeamen of the Leander in this hard conteſt, which, 
though unſucceſsful in its termination, will till, I 
truſt, "onda them to the approbation of their coun - 
"F TD 1 try. The enemy proved to be the Genereux, of 
** #4 7 74 guns, commanded by M. Lejoille, Chef de 
1 1:4 © Piviſion, who had eſcaped from the action of the 
A. go iſt of Auguſt, and being the rearmoſt of the French 
Ws 75 nne, had received little or no ſhare of it, having 
| 2 Mal on board 900 men, and about, 100 of whom we 
found had been killed in the preſent conteſt, and 
10 Tri 188 wounded. I incloſe a liſt of the loſs in killed 
* 4 (ho . and wounded in the Leander, and have the — 


. THOMAS THOMSON. 
F | "ao A Je of Officers and Men Killed and Wounded on board 


4 — lis Majefty Ship Leander, on the 18th Augufl, 1798. 

Officers killed—Mr. Peter Downs, Midſhipman ; Mr. Gib- 
fon, Midſhipman of the Caroline ; Mr. 9 Had- 

don, Midſhipman. | | 

24 Seamen killed. 

Marines killed —Serjeant Dair, and 7 Privates. 

Total—3 Officers, 24 Seamen, 1 Serjeant, 7 Marines killed. 
Officers Wounded Captain Thompſon, badly; Lieutenant 
Taylor; Lieutenant Swiney: Mr. Lee, Maſter; Mr. 
Mathias, Boatſwain, badly; Mr. Lacky, Maſter's Mate; 

Mr. Nailor, Midſhipman. 


41 Seamen. 
9 Marines. 
Total—7 Officers, 41 6 9 Marines, wounded. 
THOMAS THOMPSON. 
COURT: - 
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CCURT-MARTIAL ON cap. THOMPSON. 


The following is the fentence of the Court-Mar- 
tial held an ren Tanne of the .. 


At a Court - Martial, aſſembled and held on 3 


his Majeſty's Ship America, at Sheernels, on 
Monday Necumber $200: 1798, 


PRESENT. i; 

| GEORGE TRIPP, Eſq. Preſidem, 

| | Captain Thomas Pang, Captain Joun Pazeiey, | 

'*% . Capydin Jonx DiLs, Captain CnanLes Waite, 
Captain WILLIAu MiTcutlL, Captain Grone Dundas, 
Captain GrORORE BRISAC, Captain Ricnaxo Daczes, 


Captain W1LLiam TawLon, Captain Samut Sur ros. 
Captain RicnaxůD KING, ; | | 


W+rLian Fincn, Eſq. Judge Advocate. 


— * 


The Court, in purſuance of an order from the 
Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 3 
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, dated - = *: 
the 13th of this preſent month December, pro- 
ceeded to enquire into the conduct of Captain” 1 
T noweson,. Commander of his Majeſty's late ſhip 11 
Leander, and ſuch of the officers and ſhip's com- 

| pany as were on board her at the time ſhe ſur- 
rendered to the Genereux, a French ſhip of 74 


guns, and to try them for 1 the ſame, welpe ve 
cpi ; 


And 


44 
And the Court having heard the "WIG brought 
eee m ſupport of Captain ThoH sN's Narra- 
tive of the capture of the ſaid ſhip, and having 
very maturely and deliberately eonſidered the whole, 
is of opinion, that the GaLLanT and ALMOST un- 
PRECEDENTED defence of Captain Trourson, of 
the Leander, againſt ſo ſuperior a force as that of 5 
the Genereur, is deſerving of every praiſe his coun- 
try and the Court can give; and that his con- 
duct, with that of the officers and men under his 
command, reflects not only the higheſt honour on 
himſelf and them, hut to their country at large; 
and the Court dues therefore maſt bonsurably ac- 


; quit Captain Tromeson, his officers and ſhip's 


company and he, and they, are hereby moſt bo 
—_— RNs e 
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| Mlexandris, 70h 66h, 18. 
To Citizen Jostzen an Deputy to the Council of 
Five Hundred, Se. 


* * e No. =? 


We have been in this city, my Year Noe 
now four days; it was taken by aſſault. I will at- 
tempt to give you ſome account of our operations; 
notas a profeſſional man, but as they appeared to me. 
At day-break, on the iſt of July, we diſcover- 
ed the coaſt of Africa; which had been ſeen, and 
announced to us the evening before by ſignals. 

We were preſently off the Jes des Arabes, about 
two leagues from Alexandria where the Funo fri- 


gate, which had been diſpatched to bring the French 
ui on board, rejoined us. 22 


B +. 


2 | Copins OF 


8 


We learnt from the Conſul that an Engliſh ſqua- 
dron of fourteen fail of the line (of which two 


were three deckers,) had appeared off Alexandria, 


ſeat letters on ſhore to the Engliſh Conſul, and in- 
formed the merchants there of the capture of 


Malta; that ic had then made fait for Alexandretta, 
concluding, as it was ſuppoſed, that we had gone 


there to difembark our forces, and proceed to India 


by the MY AT EROS. | 


This ſquadron had indeed been ſeen by the . 
tice, after our departure from Malta; and yet it had 
the aukwardneſs or the ſtupidity to miſs us! The 


Engliſh muſt be quite furious. It required, I think, 
no common degree of courage and good fortune, to 
tu through a numerous fleet, with inferior forces, 


a convoy of four hundred tranſports; and to cap- 


ture on our paſſage, partly by force, 9 
negociation, __ a place as Mala. 


Till 3 1 had 8 a fancy dat mne 
might one time or other turn her back upon my 


brother: now I am perſuaded, that ſhe will never 
+ deſert him, provided the troops retain but a little 

of that national ur” which has hitherto animated 
them. 5 


The Mameloucs had been 3 three weeks 
__ by ſome mee veſicls belonging to Mar- 


ſeilles, 


; 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 3 
ſcilles, of the embarkation of our troops when, 
therefore, they law the Engliſh fleet, they concluded 
it was ours, ſo that when we actually appeared, 
they were prepared for us. The ſea ran ſo high 
that day that the officers of the marines would not 
permit the troops to diſembark. The veſſels there- 
fore came to an anchor about two leagues from the 
ſhore: the day was ſpent in preparations; and at 
length, about eleven at night, we were put on board 
the boats of the fleet, with I ſea, and a very 
blowing wing; 


We marched that night with two thouſand * in- 
fantry, and at break of day inveſted Alexandria, af- 
ter driving into the town ſeveral ſmall detachments 
of cavalry. The enemy defended. themſelves like 
men; the artillery which they had planted on the 
walls was wretchedly ſerved, but their muſquetry 
was excellent. Theſe people have no idea of chil- 

dren's play: they either kill or are killed. The 
firſt incloſure, however, that is to ſay, that of the 
city of the Arabs, was carried; and ſoon after the 
ſecond, in ſpite of the fire from the houſes. . The I 
forts which are on the coaſt, on the other ſide f H 


the city, were then inveſted ; din . er | 
W en ? 


* 


This is inaccurate: it appears from ſeveral of the letters, lat a great 
portion of the army was engaged in the attack on Alexandria, 
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Since the 2d of July we have been akin in 
diſembarking the troops, the artillery, | and the 
General D&faix is at Damanhur, on the 

Nile ; the reſt of the army is to follow him. 


The place where we diſembarked is about two 
leagues from hence, at the tower of Marabout, or 
Hes des Arabes. The two firſt days we had a num- 
ber of ſtragglers cut off by the Arab and Mame- 


| louc cavalry. I imagine that we have loſt about one 
hundred killed, and as many wounded. The Ge- 
Y nn Kleber, Menon, and A are nden 


I ſend you the velatidletin n to the inhabitants 
of the country, and three others to the army. The 
firſt has produced an effect altogether aſtoniſhing. 
The Bedouins, enemies of the Mameloucs, and who, 
properly ſpeaking, are neither more nor leſs than 
intrepid robbers, ſent us back, as ſoon as they had 


read it, thirty of our people whom they had made 
Priſoners, with an offer of their ſervices againſt the 
Mameloucs. We have treated them kindly. They 


are an invincible people, inhabiting a burning deſart, 


mounted on the fleeteſt horſes in the world, and full 
of courage. They live with their wives and chil 


-dren in flying camps, which are never pitched two 


nights together in the ſame place. They are horrible 


t and yet they have ſome notion of gold and 
filyer ! 


+ See the Arvenvir. 


* 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, iy. 


filver! a ſmall quantity of it ſerves to excite their 

admiration. Yes, my dear brother, they love gold; 
they paſs their lives in extorting it from ſuch Euro- 

peans as fall into their hands; and for what pur- 

poſe !—for continuing the courſe of life which 1 
have deſcribed, and. for teaching it to their chil- 
dren. O, Jean Jacques! why was it not thy fate 

to ſee thoſe men, whom thou calleſt “ the men of 
nature ?” thou wouldſt ſink with ſhame, thou would'ſt 
ſtartle with horror at the thought of having once 

admired them! | | 


| Adieu, my dear brother, let me hear from you 
ſoon. I ſuffered a great deal on our paſſage ; this 
climate kills me; we ſhall be fo altered that you 
will diſcover the change at a league's diſtance, dow 
= am not well at preſent, and ſhall be obliged to = 
Nay here a few days longer :* every body elſe goes. 
to-morrow. Adieu, I embrace you with the ſin- 
cereſt affection. Remember me to Julia, Caroline, 
&c. and to the legiſlator + Lucien. He might have 
failed with us to advantage: we ſee more in two 
days than common travellers in two years. 


The 


It appears from Bourfieme's letter (ſee No. 14-) that he was till there 
on the 27th of July. | 


+ This word is marked in the original, and evidently alludes to a piece 
of private hiſtory. 


6 copies or 


The remarkable objects here are Pompey's co- 
lumn, the obeliſks of Cleopatra, the. ſpot where 
her baths once ſtood, a number of ruins, a ſabter- 
raneous temple, fome catacombs, moſques, and a 
few churches. But what is ftill more remarkable, is 
the character and manners of the inhabitants. They 
are of a fangfroid abſolutely aſtoniſhing. Nothing 
agitates them; and death itſelf is to them, what a 


| . to America ! is to the Ein * 


Their exterior is 12 The moſt markes 
phyſiognomies amongſt us, are mere children's 
countenances compared to their's. The women 
wrap themſelves up in a piece of cloth, which 
paſſes over their head, and deſcends in front to the 
eyebrows. The poorer fort cover the whole of 
their face with linen, leaving only two ſmall aper- 
tures for the eyes; ſo that if this ftrange veil hap- 


pens to be a little ſhrivelled, or ſtained, they Jook 


like ſo many hob-gobſins. 


Their forts” and their un are the moſt nr. 
culous things in nature: they have not even a lock, 
nor a window to their houfes; in a word, they are 
ſill mvolved'i in all the blindneſs of the earlieſt ages. 


Pe Meaning, probably, a matter of little importance ; hut ———_— 
nearly reſembling this, is proverbial amongſt them, ; 


ORIGINAL, LETTERS, 7 


Oh! how many miſanthropes would be con- 
yerted if chance ſhould conduct them into the 


midft on the deſerts _ Arabia! 
Your's entirely, 


L. BoxaPARTE. 


P. S. I beg, my dear brother, that you will let 
the female citizen Coupry, my good old landlady, 
Rue St. Honort, No. 27, pres le paſſage des Feuillans, - 
know how and where I am: tell her that I have 
not yet had time to write to her, and that { Fre 

to de remembered to her, 


= 3, 
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No. II. 


L'Orient, eff Aboukir, 740 8. 
From 1 Commiſſary, &c. 


| - we are, my dear Jaubert, on the coalts 
of Egypt. Our brave troops have already got 


footing in its territories, and every thing announces 
that ere long the improvident deſpotiſm of the 
Mameloucs, and the apathy of the Egyptians, will 


be ſucceeded by a creative government, and by a 


ſpirit of emulation hitherto unknown to its inha- 
bitants. 


We are maſters of Alexandria. On our march 
we ſeized on Aboukir and Roſetta, and are conſe- 
quently in poſſeſſion of one of the principal mouths 
of the Nile. Thou mayſt trace our route on the 


chart to Savary's Voyage,“ which I ſuppoſe thou 
haſt before thee. 


At ſix in the morning of the firſt inſtant, we 
were within ſix leagues of Alexandria. The Juno 
lt oppears from the gext letter, which under the ſame ſignatare, and 


which the reader will find well worthy of his ſerious attention, that Jau- 


dert was Commiſſary to the fleet. The cover of this letter is either loſt 


or miſlaid, but it was probably addreſſed to his brother, one of the gene- 
rals of the French army in Italy. 


® In the original it is Savary's, or ſome other,” —what other Jaubert 
might allude to we know not, nor perhaps, the writer himſelf ; but cer- 
tainly Savary's is good for nothing. It 


* — 
- * - 
* * 
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was diſpatched to the port with a letter to the French 
Conſul.— This was the oſtenſible motive, but her 
ſecret orders were, at all events, to bring him and 
all the French in the city on board the fleet. Every 
thing there was in confuſion. A French invaſion 
had been openly talked of for the laſt two months, 
and meaſures taken (as meaſures uſually are taken 
by the Turks) to prevent it. The appearance of 


an Engliſh ſquadron of fourteen ſail on the 28th of 


June, and which the Governor obſtinately main- 
tained to be ours, had redoubled the terrors of the 
city, and rendered the ſituation of the French reſi- 


dents there, more and more critical. The Conſul, ; 


however, obtained permiſſion to go on board the 


Juno, on his promiſe to return in three hours; and 


the frigate directly put to ſea with him, On his 
arrival on board the POrient, the neceſſity of im- 
mediate meaſures became apparent, not only to 


anticipate the (Engliſh | in getting poſſeſſion of Alex- 
Andria, but to ſhelter our fleet from an engagement, 


which 


It is this man's rhapſodical and delaſive panegyric on Egypt which ap- 
pears to have increaſed, in a conſiderable degree, the old bias of the 
French Government towards the ſeizure of that country; it alſo ſeems ts 
be the only Yade-Mecum of the Savant, and leaders of the expedition, 
who appear to have placed an implicit confidence in it. The former, at 
leaſt as far as we know, have not made any advances towards s recants- 
tion of their credulity ; for, as the great Pangloſs well obſerved, when 
he ſpat out his laſt tooth in the hoſpital, © ;t does not become a philoſopher 

to change his opinions ;”” but the Jatter have loudly and frequeatly declared 
8heir ſorrow and indignation at having been ſo miſerably miſled. 
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which muſt be evidently on unequal terms, in the 
confuſion of a firſt anchorage on unknown ground. 


The Engliſh fleet has played with ill luck on its 
fide—firſt, it miſſed us on the coaſt of Sardinia ; 
next, it "miſſed a convoy of 57 fail coming from 

Givita Vecchia, with ſeven thouſand troops of the 
army of Italy on board. It did not arrive at Malta 
till five days after we left it; and it arrived at Alex- 
andria two days before we reached ir! It is to be 
preſumed that it is gone to Alexandretta, under an 
idea that the army is to be diſembarked there for 
the conqueſt of India. We ſhall certainly fee it at 
laſt, but we are now moored in ſuch a manner as to 
bid defiance to a force more than double ourown. 


* 82 eee 
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Such, however, was our critical ſituation on the 
morning of the ft, that in ſpite of the prompti- 
rude with which we diſembarked, we might have 
been ſurpriſed by the Engliſh in the midſt of our 
operations. Apprehenſive of this, the Commander 
in Chief, with his Staff, was in his galley by four 
in the afternoon, ſurrounded by the boats and ſhal- 
 lops of the different veſſels, all full of troops, and 
ready for the deſcent. 


On 95 morning of the 2d, een effected 
at Marabou, two leagues to the weſt of Alexandria 
not the ſlighteſt reſiſtance ! not even a piece of 
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cannon at Marabou! The army then advanced in 
platoons towards the city; the ſtragglers, and thoſe 


who marched at any diſtance from the main body, 


were attacked by parties of Arabs, and a few ſcat- 
tered Mameloucs, who hovered about us. There 
were alſo a few partial engagements, in which we 
loſt ſome men. On our arrival, the entrance of 
our brave troops was oppoſed. A few three or 
four-pounders, (obſerve, that we had no artillery” 
with us) carabines, ſtones, &c. announced a reſo- 
lution to defend the city. General Kleber was 
wounded in the head, and General Menou in divers 
places: but by eleven o'clock we were in poſſeſſion 
of Alexandria. The aukward muſquetry which 
attempted a defence by firing from the windows, 
all hid themſelves, or were killed. The Mameloucs, 
and a vaſt number of Arabs, took refuge in the de- 
ſert, The few inhabitants who remained were cx- 
ceedingly aſtoniſhed * at finding we did not cut 
their throats, and read with tranſports of joy, the 

proclamation 


The aſtoniſhment of the remaining Alexandrines, at finding the 
French did not eut their throats, may be tolerably well accounted for (no 
offence to Monſ. Jaubert's fagacity !) by a flight peruſal of Citizen Boyer'e 
long letter to bis father, ſee No. XXII.) after an indiſcriminate maſſacre 
pf theſe unoffending people (unleſs it be an »ffence to diſpute the poſſeffion 
of their lives and properties, with a rapaciaus and blood-thirſty horde of 
ſtrangers) “ for a ſpace of four honrs ;** the trembling ſurvivors might 
reaſonably wonder at their being ſpared, and read with pleaſure (or, if 
Monf. Jaubert wilt have it ſo, with tranſports of joy,“) any thing that 
promiſed a temporary ceſſation of the wanton eruelties of their invaJers. 


12 | corPigs or 
proclamation ® which the Commander in Chief had 


previouſly printed in Arabic, and which you muſt 
before this have ſeen in the public papers.” 


This proclamation has given birth to two very 
ſingular circumſtances. The evening before, we 
had ſeized a few Turks and Arabs, and carried them 
on board the fleet. The queſtion was to calm 
their apprehenſions, and make them our apoſtles. 
A Maronite prieſt for Damaſcus (a Chriſtian like 
eurſeives) was ordered to read it to them, and to 
comment on it as he proceeded. When you con- 
ſider the proclamation, you will judge how well 
the part he played became him! - _ | 

| 8 fs The 


8 . See the Arrrupix, No. I. 

a . 7 177 

- jaubert would have made no bad coadjutor to Hebert, the original 

Nre du Chine. The ſame impiety, the ſame diſregard to decency, arid 

the ſame readineſs to adopt every prejudice of the people for the ſake of 
turning them to the purpoſe of pillage and proſcription! 


0 of every kind is bad; but the hypocriſy of Nihon is mon- 
ſtrous ! it adds cowardice to * 


Now we are on this ſabjeQ, it may not be amiſs to mention that the 
paſſage before us puts the authenticity of Bonaparte's proclamation out of 
diſpute. Our readers cannot have forgotten with what ſturdineſs the Op- 
pofition writers (out of a tender regard, we ſuppoſe, for the pious me; 
mory of their favourite Chief) firſt maintained that it was fabricated in 
| this country, nnd then, when it appeared in France mutilated and diſ- 
guiſcd—(as, on account of Spain, an open profeffion of Mahome taniſm is 
' wot yet, perhaps, thought prudent)—with what verſatility they veered 
round, and allowed that Bonaparte had, indeed publiſhed a proclamation, 
but that it was only to be found in its genuiue ſtate ia the French papers! 

Fs We- 
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The day we landed, the Turkiſ Vice Admiral, 
who was in the port of Alexandria, with the Caraval 
(a large veſſel belonging to the Grand Seignior), 
deſtined to collect the tribute for the army, ſent his 
flag officer on board the Orient with a preſent of 
two ſheep, and an order to enquire into the deſtin- 
ation of our armament. We gave him the procla- 
mation to read; he excuſed himſelf on his ignor- 
ance, and it was read to him; every paragraph 
that touched on the inſolence of the Mameloucs 
made him leap with joy. He aſked for ſome pro- 
clamations to diſperſe, and aſſured us, that the Vice 
Admiral, who repreſented the perſon of the Grand 
Seignior, would give a general order for the friendly 
reception of the French. At length, after drink- 
ing a cup of coffee and eating ſome ſweetmeats, 
he retired extremely well ſatisfied.“ The Carayal is 
ſtill in the port with the Admiral's flag flying. _ 


undd at Alexandria on the 4th, with the Ad- 
miral. Thoſe of the iphabitants who had remained, 


2 


we enter into no cavils with theſe gentlemen. Our tranſlation is made 
from a faithful rendering of the original Arabie, by the Dragoman of our 
Embaſſy at the Porte, and the reader who turas to it, will perfectly com- 
prehend the ſneer of Jaubert at the part played by the Maronite, or 
Chriſtian prieſt ! 

Bigg 

We have given Bonaparte's addreſs to the Vice Admiral in the A 
pendix ; it is in his uſual ſtyle of inſolence. With reſpect to the farce 
played on board the I'Orieat, by the Turkiſh meſſenger, we do not be- 
lieve a word of it; this, however, is certain at all events, that if any 
ſuch mummery took place, it was noz the Turk that was duped hy it ! 
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as well as the Arabs of the neighbourhood, appeaf- 


ed to be talerably well recovered ſrom their fright, 


and in a way of acquiring a little confidence. There 
were in the Bazar (market-place) ſheep, . pigeons, 


tobacco, and a number of barbers; who place the 
head of their cuſtomers between their knees; and 


who, at firſt; ſeem rather preparing to twilt their 
necks off than to ſhave them; they have, however, 
a very light hand, and go through the. buſineſs ſkil- 
fully. I ſaw alſo ſome women: they were muffled 


up in long veſtments, which left nothing to be ſeen 


but the eyes; a mode of dreſs which put me in 
mind of the penitents of our ſouthern e 


This city, which is ſtill ſaid to contain 10,000 ö 


inhabitants, has nothing of the ancient Alexandria 
but the name — the Arabs, indeed, call it Scanderia. 


The ruins of its former circuit announce that it 


was once a moſt extenſive place, and might well 


contain the 300,000 people which hiſtorians have 


given it. But the deſpotiſm and ſtupor which, fol- 
lowed that period, and the diſcovery to the route 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope, have ſucceſ- 


ceſſively reduced. it to the miſcrable Rate in which it 
now lies. 


. 


i is a mere heap of ruins, where you ſee a paltry 
hovel of mud and ſtraw ſtuck againſt the magnifi- 
3 granite column ! The. ſtreets 
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are not paved. This image of deſolation is render- - 
ed more ſtriking by being within view of two ob- 
jects, which have paſſed uninjured through the 
lapſe of ages that has devoured every thing around 
them. One is what is called Pompey's Column, 
but which was raiſed by Severus; this I have only 
ſeen at a diſtance : the other, which is called Cleo- 
patra's Needle, I have examined cloſely. It is an 
obeliſk formed of a ſingle piece of granite, exceed- 
ingly well preſerved. As far as J could judge from 
my eye, it is about 72 of our feet in height, 7 feet 

ſquare at the baſe, and 4 towards the ſummit; it is 


covered with hieroglyphics on every fide. A few 


date trees are ſcattered here and there about the 


country. It is a melancholy looking tree, which, 


at a diſtance, bears ſome reſemblance to a fir that 
has been ſtript of all its branches to the top. 


Such is the coalt of this country, 10 fertile i in the 
interior! and which, under an enlightened govern- 


ment, might ſee once more revived the age of * 
ander and the Ptolemies. N | 


Arrived at head quarters, which are fixed near 
the northern extremity of the city, we found an ac- 
tivity, an appearance of life which we had not been 
uſed to for a long time : ſome of the troops diſem-- 
barking, others preparing for their march acroſs the 


deſert to Roſetta - Generals, ſoldiers, Turks, Arabs, 


, | camels 
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camels—all together formed a contraſt which pre- 


ſented a very lively picture of the Revolution * 


which was about to change the face of the country. 


In the midſt of this confuſion appeared the Com- 
mander in Chief, regulating the march of the ar- 
my, the police of the city, and the precautions to 
be taken againſt the plague ;—tracing out new forti- 
fications, combining the operations of the fleet with 
thoſe of the army, and expediting, in conjunction 
with the Arabs who had ſubmitted, proclamations 
to the tribes who had taken the alarm. A moſt 
ſtriking example was made at this inſtant: a ſoldier 
was brought in, who had ſtolen a poignard from a 
friendly Arab; the fact was aſcertained, and , 
culprit was ſhot on the ſpot. 


In conſequence of this, an entire tribe of Arabs, 
conſiſting of 3000, ſent deputies the next day to the 
Commander in Chief, to ſwear a laſting friendſhip 
between the two nations, under pain of damnation ! 
They brought with them ſome priſoners, among 
whom was one of our women, whom they had beaten. 
This tribe will furniſh us with armed ſoldiers ; others 
will aſſuredly imitate their example. War with the 
Mameloucs, peace with the Arabs ! ſuch is the cry 

which | 


® This is no bad picture of the reſtleſs ſpirit of theſe people. Whether 
abroad or at home, their expectations are the fame, In every chonce- 
medley they diſcover the deſtruction of empires; and a confuſion of any 
kind (though but of men and camels,) is to them the certain pledge of ap- 
proaching revolutions ! 


* 
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which will ſwell our armies, and ſweep before us the 
oppreſſors of this part of the world. 


I am obliged to break off—the veſſel is going. I 
have not time to read it over, to ſee if it be cor- 
rectly copied; this mult be my excuſe. 


2 Adieu. 


JavBeRT. 
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No. III. 


Fer your owon private reading.) 


At anchor off Abeukir, July 9. 


® To General Bxuix, Miniſter of the Marine, &c, © 


Ir my letter of this day's date my dear Bruix, 
you. will find my official accompts, In this I ſhall 
venture to lay aſide my commiſhrial caution, and 
ſpeak to you unreſervedly on our real ſituation in 
this country. There will be no connection in my 
letter; firſt, becauſe I have my attention called off 
every moment by the repeated applications which, 
as you well know, are never ſparingly made 
by a fleet- at anchor ; and ſecondly, becauſe the 
| veſſel which carries the diſpatches is under weigh. 


Generally ſpeaking, the land and ſea officers took 
their leaves of each other in a very cold manner. 
The way in which they were all crowded together 
for want of . and the ſcanty allowance to 

Which 


” ® Thisis the letter to which we particularly wiſhed to call the reader's 
attention. It owes, as he will ſee, its ſuperior intereſt to the great de- 
gree of intimacy ſubßſting between Jaubert and the firſt miniſter of the 
marine, and which allowed him to ſpeak out, without n a voy- 
age to Cayenne. ; 
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which they were confined, account for it naturally 
enough. * 


All orders of any RT TIC were at firſt 
given out by the Commander in Chief; latterly the 
C 2 Admiral 


ye have before us an official letter from Jaubert to Bruix, dated on 
board the L'Orient the 4th of July, The letter in general is not ſuffici- 
ently intereſting to be laid before the public, but the concluding paragraph 
throws ſome light on this paſſage. 


4 The tranſports from Toulon, Marſeilles, Genoa, A jaccio, and Civita 
« Veechia amounted in all to 293 fail ; they were manned with about 
«© 4,300 men; and had on board, beſides the n 22,000 land | 
"x en, and 13300 horſes,” | 


Now itappears from a variety of documents that the number embarked 
from Prance and Italy, was about 40,000 (not picked regiments and com- 
panies, but) picked men. If we now allow $000 for the garriſons of Malta, 
and for caſualties on the voyage, we ſhall find the number of troops diſ- 
tributed on board the ſhips of war, to be ſomething above 11,000—if to 
theſe we add the ſtaff of the whole army, we ſhall be able, as ſaubert 
ſays, to account naturally 'enough, for the coldneſs between the land and 
ſea officers, who had been thus packed together for near three months. 


It appears from Boyer's liſt (No. 22.), which we know to be perfectly 
correct, that the ſhips of war conſiſted of 15 ſail of the line, 14 frigates, 
and ſeveral corvettes, and ſmaller veſſels, It may not be improper in 
this place to mention their fate, —Of the 1 fail of the line, 11 were taken 
and deſtroyed by Lord Nelſon, two made their eſcape to Corfou and Malta, 
and two are ſtill ia che old Port of Alexandria. — Of the 14 frigates, two 
were deſtroyed in the great engagement, one taken by the Turks, an- 
other (the Senſible) by our cruiſers, eight are at this moment in the port 
of Alexandria, and one is unaccounted for, -moſt probably it is ſtopped 
in one of the Turkiſh ports, Of the ſmaller veſſels, ſome have been de- 

IIs and Tome taken. 


111 is a pleaſing circumſtance, CEE to conſider, that of all this vaſt / 


armament, the greateſt, as Boyer ſays, that ever ö ia the Medi- 
tFrragenn, 
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Admiral has received them from Berthier, the head 
of the ſtaff,* That for our landing at Malta was 
| iffued on the very day of our diſembarkation. Two 
days only were allowed at Alexandria. The im- 
menſe difference between land and ſea operations 
can be no ſecret to you; but ſuch is the General's 
way of doing things! As it is, every thing has 
completely ſucceeded. 


Malta is without a ſupply of proviſions with 

very little money—a ſale of national property that 
cannot poſſibly take place for ſome time—and an 
immenſe : In, which was wholly ſupported 


by 


terrane an, (ſee his Letter, No; 22.) not ene has yet reached France; and 
we ſhall be much miſtaken indeed if ons ever Doxs! The French may 
amuſe theniſelves as much as they pleaſe, and the Jacobins of this coun- 
try may follow them, in ſpeculating to what fortunate empire the fleet 
will next convey the bleflings of liberty.— The bleſſings we know to be 
immenſe ; but—the fleet will never leave Alexandria! 


* This ſeems to ſhew a kind of contempt for Brueys. How it originated 
we know not, but moſt probably in the ignorance and preſumption of 
Bonaparte, who, accuſtomed to have his commands carried into inſtant 
execution, could not always brook the delays occaſioned by the nature of 
the ſea ſervice, and which his inexperience in theſe matters might ſome- 
times lead him to attribute to a want of zeal or knowledge in the Ad- 


| miral. Ne 


\ 


The influence of Bonaparte in France is ſtrongly marked in this para- 
graph. Jaubert undoubtedly thinks him wrong, and yet in a confidential 
letter written to the Miniſter of Marine, the friend and patron of Brueys, 
he ſcarcely dares to breathe a doubt of his infallibility, 


** 
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by the Order.* The ſupplies from France will not, 
Ti imagine, be very abundant ; thoſe from Egypt are 
not yet in a ſtate of forwardneſs :—and yet the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Iſland, in a military point of view, is 
of the utmoſt importance, 


The plague ceafed at Alexandria only five or fix 
days before our arrival. There was, however, in 
the New Port, a veſſel that had it on board: ſome 
of the crew had landed and gone into the city; but 
we heard of no accident that happened from it; 
and beſides, it is well known, that in the great heats, 


the plague is no longer infectious. You will laugh . 


outright, perhaps, you witlings of Paris, at the 


Mahometan proclamation f of the Commander in 
Chief. He is proof, however, againſt all your rail- 


lery ; and the thing itſelf will certainly produce a 
moſt ſurpriſing effect. You recolle& that produ- 
Fes” ced 


* Here is a pretty ſpecimen of the favours conferred by theſe propagan- 
diſts of liberty, &c, on the poor of Malta—the conſtant objects, as we all 
know, and as we have all been told a thouſand times, of their peculiar 
protection and regard! They were wholly ſupported, as Jaubert truly 
. fays, by the Order; yet the French aboliſh that Order, ſeize all its pro- 
perty to themſelves, and leave the poor inhabitants, like the canons of 
Boileau, .** eperdus et benis,“ free, as they are pleaſed to call it, and 
ſtarving!” It is ſome conſolation, however, to find that the Malteſe are 
not wholly inſenſible of the kindneſs, 


The witlings of London (the Morning Chronicle, the Courier, and 
the other Jacobin papers) did better; they denied its authenticity, and 


ſubſtituted in its place a proclamation fabricated for the purpoſe by the 
Directory. 


£ 
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ced by the magic cry of GukRRE AUX cHATZAux, 
PAIX AUX CABANES,* 


The Commander in Chief will march to the at- 
tack of Cairo with the grand army ; the diviſion 
will-do the reſt. When the army firſt got ſight of 
Alexandria, and the deſerts which ſurround it, both 
officers and men were ſtruck with conſternation, 
| I has revived their ſpirits, 


The 


© & War To PALAcrs! Pract To CorTAGCEs -t is fortunate for 
mankind that the French in the wantonneſs of ſucceſs ſometimes put off 
the maſk, and diſcover the features of the Revolution in all their defor- 
mity! This © magic cry" (as it is truly called) has ſet one part of 
| Europe agaioſt the other. It has furniſhed a topic for declamation to 
the cold-blooded philoſophiſts of every country ; who, from their cloſets, 
have propagated the deſtructive war-hoop from nation to nation, with all 
the eathuſiaſm of demons, It was in vain to tell the People that the fall 

| of one involved that of the other, They were long governed more by 
words than by facts; and it was not till they ſaw themſclves ſurrounded 
by the ruins of their ſmoking © cottages,” while ( palaces" frequently 
remained uninjured, that they began to awake from their dream of in- 


violability, and curſe at once the authors of their deluſion, and the agents 
of their deſtruction. 


The poor in every country which the French have reached, have been 
the chief ſufferers; and, in conſequence of it, among the foremoſt to re · 
taliate on their oppertiors, Jourdan's grand army was nearly annihilated 
by them in its flight, and Belgium and Italy and Switzerland which har 

wo © palaces,” are at this moment filled with an injured peaſantry, 
4 e curſes not loud but deep,“ and. cutting off in ſecreſy and 
filence, whole armies of their wanton and hypocritical deſtroyers. 


The magic cry” thank Heaven ! has loſt its power to charm, and 
now remains a mere vox ef preterea nibil, ſerving only to remind its 
profligate employers of the miſchief it once wrought, and, as in the in» 
ſtance before us, to furniſh an unfeeling alluſion, or a witticiſm, 
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The port of Alexandria is abſolutely deſtitute of 
means, either for victualling or refitting a ſingle 
ſhip. But the conqueſt will ſoon enable us to draw 


immenſe advantages ſrom it. Alexander did every 


* a year! | 


The Arabs and dy Mameloucs have treated 
ſome of our priſoners as Socrates is ſaid to have 
treated Alcibiades. There was no alternative but 
death or ſubmiſſion one of our grenadiers choſe 
the former. They took ſome of our women too; 


but they only beat them 


It is not yet certain whether our ſeventy-fours 
can get into the port. The two Venetian ſixty- 
fours are already there. There was a talk of get- 
ting out our guns to enable us to enter. But in that 
caſe, what ſhould we do there, and when and how 


ſhould we get out again ? 


We are now. moored at Aboukir, about five 
leagues to the eaſt of Alexandria—the road is well 
enough in ſummer ; but in winter quite untenable. 
The Engliſh are in our neighbourhood. They 
| have fourteen ſail, and we thirteen, of which three 
are rather out of condition, We are in expectation 
of them, The general opinion (but this might be 
influenced in ſome degree by perſonal conſide ra- 
tions) was, that as ſoon as the debarkation, was ef- 


8 2 
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Feed, we ſhould have failed for Corfou ; where 
we were to be reinforced by the ſhips from Malta, 
Toulon, and Ancona, and thus prepared for all 
events. The General has decided it otherwiſe.* 
The good fortune which attends all his operations, 
will not fail to follow this :—for the reſt—we are 
under the gale of fataliſm, and its breath ſhakes 
my principles a little. 


00 


1 


if (which is far from being the caſe,) we had any reſpect for the 
moral character of General Bonaparte, we ſhould feel a conſiderable de- 
gree of uneaſineſs at this paſſage—one of the moſt important in the 
whole correſpondence, It proves him to be a baſe, cowardly, and faith. 
leſs calumniator of a brave man, whoſe only crime was too ſtriẽt an obe- 
dience to his own orders. But to the proofs, 


In the General's official letter to the Directory, of which they bave 
ſomehow or other obtained à duplicate—(for the original is in our poſ- 
ſcflion)—he ſays, © that to the 24th of July he believed that the Admiral 
had either ſailed for Corfou, or entered the port of Alexandria," | 


Both theſe aſſertions are falſe, and the latter of them is infamouſly ſo. 
We have a letter of Bonaparte's written more than a fortnight before the 
time he mentions, and in this he exprefily ſays, that “ on account of 

the channel which has no more than five fathoms of water, the ſeventy- 
* fours cannot enter the port.“ ; 


<«< then, continues he - (we muſt premiſe that we take our tranſlation 
from the Courier, a paltry paper, but of ſufficient authority in the preſent 
caſe,)— I then”? (that is on the 25th) © wrote to him again, that be 
% muſt not loſe an hour, but either enter the port of Alexandria, or re- 
4 turn to Corfou.“ This too is a falſehood; for we have the very letter 
; (ſee No, VIII.), and it does not ſay a ſyllable of either: it mentions, as 
dur readers will ſee, the General's hopes that Brueys was then in the port; 
but it mentions alſo, that he was to take no ſtep (much leſs to ſail for- 
RY without further orders, 


« On 
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How deficient in foreſight are we all in the 
wiſhes which'we form ! I had half an inclination to 
remain Commiſfary for ſome time at Malta ; but 

when 


« On the 29th he wrote to me that he had found a paſſage for enter- 
ing the port of Alexandria.” This we cannot contradict of courſe, but 
we have every reaſon for believing it as unfounded as the reſt, and mY 
inſerted to excuſe his detention of the fleet. 


It ſeemed to me that Admiral Brueys was unwilling to return to 
„ Corfou before he had aſcertained the praQicability of entering Alexandria.“ 
—How little muſt the Hero of Italy?” have looked in his own eyes 
when he penned this ſentence ! It appears not only from Jaubert's letter, 
but from a thouſand concurring circumſtances, that the ſole wiſh of 
Brueys was, and had been from the moment the debarkation was effect- 
ed, to return to Corfou; that he had been long convinced that the port of 
Alexaudria could not receive him, though he continued his examination 
of its entrance; and that he was detained againſt his will on the coaſt of 
Egypt, by tbe expreſs and poſitive command of the General himſelf. 


On the otker hand, it appears, that General Bonaparte was ſo far from 
ordering the fleet to Corfou, that he had actually written for the three 
Venetian ſhips which remained at Ancona, (in the neighbourhood, as 
it were of Corfou), to come and join Admiral Brueys at Aboukir. This 
fact we have in his letter of the 6th of July.—“ J aurois beſoin que 
vous (that is the Directory to whom he writes), m'envoyaſſiez le plut6t 
<< poſſible, les trois vaiſſeaux Venitiens qui ſont 2 Toulon: j'enverrai 
„ chercher les trois qui ſont A Ancone.— If in this calamitous event 


* he cba to blame, —ſhame !—ſhame 1—“ he has expiated his faults by 
a glorious death“ 


CS 


— the gracious Duncan 
Was pitied of Macbeth-marry, Hz WAS DEAD. 


. 


The remainder of the letter we ſhall not notice,. nor, indeed, is it worth 
it: Such as it is, however, it has furniſhed his Facobiz admirers in this 
country with freſh proofs of his veracity, wiſdom, and we know not what, 
at the expence of the unfortunate Brueys. Thoſe who have a taſte for 


theſe things, may be fully gratified by recurring to the Jacobin priats of 
the 29th and zoth of October laſt, 
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when I ſaw that, for the firſt year at leaſt, that port 
could neither recive from France nor from Egypt 
ſuch ſupplies as would render a reſidence there to- 
lerable, and that a numerous population would ſuf- 
fer, at leaſt, for a time, the agonies of paſſing from 
an organization, imperfect without doubt, but long 
eſtabliſhed, to one differing from it in every re- 
ſpe& : = when I ſaw all this, I faid to myſelf, * let 
. « ſomebody elſe be a witneſs to theſe dreadful diſ- 
« treſſes, and let me try my fortune at Alexandria.” 
There I had every thing to do, and every thing to 
ſuffer, both from the climate and the troops and 
I clung more cloſely to the fleet, determined to 
follow its deſtiny. I have turned my eyes 
towards France, towards my friends, but 1 
have never regretted the ſacrifices I made in quit» 
ting Malta. 


Adieu, my dear Bruix, be happy, and realize your 
wiſhes for the re-eſtabliſhment of the marine. Ac- 
cept the aſſurances of my affectionate and unceaſing 
attachment, 


JauBERT, 


Allow me to preſent my reſpeful ſervices to 
Madame Bruix, and Mademoiſelle Thereſa, 


I fay 


- 
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I fay nothing to you of the capture of Alexandria. 
I ſhall requeſt Foreſtier to read his letter to you. 


As I have been rather too open in this letter, 
you will oblige me by throwing it into the fire as 
ſoon as you have read it.“ 


lt is probable that Jaubert periſhed in the exploſion of the FOrient, 
and cannot, therefore, have much to fear from the friends of Bonaparte, 
or from the Government, Had it been otherwiſe, we confeſs we ſhould 
not have been withheld from publiſhing his letter, by any conſideration of 
the dangers to which he might be expoſed by it. We feel little ſolicitude 
for the fate of a man, however able, who appears to be a villain upon 
principle, and to aſſiſt, in pure gaiety of heart, in the infernal work of 
Revolution, though he ſees and clearly points out the train of human 
woes that mult follow its accompliſhment, 
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No. IV. 


On beard the J Orient, July 12th. 


i 


Admiral Brurvys, commanding the Naval Forces of the 
Republic in the Mediterranean, to the PEE the Marine, 
and of the Colonies, 


Citizen MiNISTER, 


| I WROTE. to you from Malta on the 14th of 
Tune; in that letter I gave you an account of the 
arrival of the fleet at Malta, and of the capture of 
that iſland. The ſhips of the line, and the tranſ- 
ports were all under fail on the 19th, and on the 
aſt of July we were off the old port of Alexandria, | 


I had previouſly diſpatched the Juno to bring 
the Conſul on board. Citizen Magallon (the 

nephew) arrived on the iſt, and informed us that 
an Engliſh ſquadron had appeared in line of 
battle off the port of Alexandria, on the 28th of 
June, that they had detached a brig to the town, 
and that on its return, they had made fail to the 
north-eaſt, The ſquadron was ſuppoſed to conſiſt 
of fourteen ſhips of the line. 


The Conſul alſo told us that our arrival had 
been daily looked for, for ſome time; that there 
was a great ſermentation in the country, and na. 

inconſiderable 
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inconſiderable degree of uneaſineſs and os 
henſion. 


The Commander in Chief deſired to be put on 


ſhore immediately; I thereſore came to anchor 


on the coaſt, and during the night ſucceeded in 
landing 6000 men in a creek to the weſt of the 
Old Port, near a caſtle called Marabou, about two 


league. from the city : not the ſlighteſt n 
was made to our deſcent. 


The ad, at noon, our troops were in the city, 
and in three hours afterwards the fort ſurrendered. 
There was ſome reſiſtance attempted at the wall 
which furrounds the city, but it was immediately 
ſcaled. A few ſhot were fired into the ftreets 


from the windows of the houſes; the fort too, 
fired a few cannon : but every thing was ſoon in 


our poſſcſhon. 


I diſembarked all the troops, and the baggage 
belonging to them, and on the th, having ſatiſ- 
fied myſelf that our ſhips of war could not get 
into the port for want of a ſufficient depth of water 
at the entrance, I ordered the Venetian ſhips,* and 
tranſports, to come to an anchor there, and ſtood 


off with the thirteen fail of the line and the three 


frigates, 


Le Dalels and le Cauſſe, of 64 gun each, and two or three 
0 
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. 
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frigates, with an intent of mooring in the bay of 
Bequiers, 


I arrived there in the afternoon, and formed a 
line of battle at two-thirds of a cable length, the 
headmoſt veſſel being as cloſe as poſſible * to a ſhoal 
to the north-weſt of us, and the reſt of the fleet 
forming a kind of curve along the line of deep 


water, ſo as not to be turned, by any means, in the 


ſouth-weſt. This poſition is the ſtrongeſt we 
could poſſibly take in an open road, where we can- 


not approach ſufficiently near the land to be pro- 
tected by batteries, and where the enemy has it in 


his power to chooſe his own diſtance. 


Our troops entered Roſetta yeſterday, and the 
army is now in full march for Cairo. 


We have puſhed into this branch of the Nile as 


many of our light veſſels as poſſible ; and the Com- 
mander 


Never was there a more glorious teſtimony to the intrepidity and 
{ill of the Britiſh ſcamen, than this letter furniſhes. The French Ad- 
miral, a man of no common abilities in his profeſſion, and anxious, 
above all things, to ſecure his fleet from being beaded by an enemy, 


places his van ſhip as near the ſhoal as poſſible (Ie plus pres poſſible are his 


own wordt), and repoſes in the moſt perfect confidence, that nothing can 
moleſt him in that quarter; and yet it was between this very ſhoal and 
mip, and through this very paſſage, which, after an examination of 
twenty · four days (from the th to the 31ſt of July), the French Admiral 
conceived impracticable, that the gallant NzLsow led his BriTons (the 
men whom the Morning Chronicle pronounced to be © without courage, 
« and ready to reſigu their ſwords to every puny whipſter®”) to victory, and 


everlaſting Fame ! 
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mander in Chief has aſked me for the Chief of 

! Diviſion, Perree, to command them. The flotil> . 
la failed this morning to try if it be poſſible to get 
over the bar of Roſetta, You ſee that we are 
marching to the conqueſt of Egypt with the IN | 
of a . 


It is vexatious that there is not a port where a N ö 
fleet can enter; but the Old Port, of which we 
have heard ſo much, is ſhut up by a reef of rocks, 
ſome under, and ſome above water, forming a num- 

ber of narrow channels, where the depth is only 
from 23 to 25 and 3o feet. The ſea, too, is com- 
monly very high: thus you ſee, that one of our 

ſeyenty- fours would be in no ſmall danger there, 
eſpecially as ſhe would inevitably go to pieces in a | 
few minutes after touching the ground, 


To gratify the wiſhes of the Commander in 
Chief,* I have offered a reward of ten thouſand 
livres to any pilot of the country who will under- 
take to carry the ſquadron in; but none of them 
will venture to take charge of a ſingle veſſel that 
draws more .than twenty feet. I hope, however, 

that we ſhall ſucceed in finding a channel by which j 4 
our ſeventy-fours may enter; but this can only be 
the 


Here is poſitive proof of the falſchood of Bonaparte's aſſertions re- 
ſpecting the ſailing of the fleet. We beſeech the reader to bear this paſ- 
lage in mind, for we ſhall by and by retura to it. 
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the reſult of many laborious and painful experi- 
ments. 


I have already engaged two intelligent officers in 
this buſineſs; Captain Barre, commanding at pre- 
ſent the Aceſte; and Citizen Vidal, firſt Lieutenant. 
If they find à channel, they will buoy it for us; 
and then we may enter without much danger. The 
depth within the reefs increaſes to fifteen fathoms, 
but the getting out of the harbour will, in all caſes, 
be very difficult, and very tedious; ſo that a ſqua- 
dron would engage to a vaſt diſadvantage: 


I have heard nothing further of the Engliſh. 
They are gone, perhaps, to look for us on the 
coaſt of Syria; or rather (and this is my private 
opinion) they have not ſo many as fourteen fail of 
the line; and finding themſelves not ſuperior in 


numbers, do not think it quite ſo Fm to oy 
their ſtrength with us.“ 


We 


We were ſorry to find ſuch a paſſage as this in Brueys's letter. He 
was evidently a man of courage and capacity, and ought to have known 
bis enemy better, Such flights of vanity and imbecility are things of 
courſe in the diſpatches of the Directory; but this is not an official letter 
it is evidently meant for the private information of Bruix, and ſeems-. 


drawn up as a kind of defence agaialt the probable rerpoakrantes of 
Bonaparte. 


— 


It is needleſs to obſerve how much the unfortunate Admiral was de- 
ceived. His fate will not be altogether uſeleſs to his countrymen, if it 


gives them juſter notions of our © prucence,”” with equal, or even iufe- 
rior numbers, 
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We look forward with the greateſt anxiety to 
the time when the conqueſt of Egypt ſhall furniſh 
us with proviſions, We are now obliged to ſupply 
the troops continually.-—every hour new drains are 
made upon us. We have now only fifteen days 
biſcuit on board; and. we are in this anchorage juſt 
as if we were on the high ſeas—conſuring every 
thing, and PIT nothing. 


Our crews are weak both in number and qua- 
lity. Our rigging in general, out of repair; and 
I am ſure that it requires no little courage to un- 
dertake the management of a fleet furniſhed with 
ſuch tools ! 


I do not think it neceſſary to enter into any fur- 
ther details on our preſent ſituation, You are a 
ſeaman, and will therefore conceiye it better than I 
. can deſcribe it to you. 


Before I conclude, I will tranſcribe a paragraph 
from a letter which I have juſt received from the 
Commander in Chief: 


te J have aſked of the Executtve Directory, the 

ce rank of Rear Admiral for your Chief of the Staff, 
« Ganteaume. I beſeech you to appoint him. I 
« have ſought by this to give a proof of my grati- 
D | ce tude 
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_ < tude and eſteem for the eſſential ſervices, the ac- 
49 - tivity, and the zeal manifeſted by your ſtaff of- 


iS i ficow, and generally ſpeaking, the whole fqua- 
= 4 1 in Executing _ orders of the Govern- 
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4 We, e e BONAPARTE,” 
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Health and reſpect. 
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No. V. 


; Gizet, July 24. 
EMMANUEL 8 General Diviftm, te Vice. Admiral 


Bxvers, Commander in Chief of the Naval Force flationed 
before Alexandria: 


CITIZEN-GENERAL, 


SixckE our ſeparation, I have loſt no oppor- 
runity of recalling to the mind of the Commander 
in Chief, the ſituation in which I left you. He 
takes a lively intereſt in it, and has ſeized the firſt 
opportunity which offered, of ſending you „ veſ- 
ſels laden with different articles, 


As for us, our poſition has not been the moſt. 
agreeable ſince we parted. On the 13th of July 
we fell in with the enemy's army, at break of day. 
I had then with me 3 gun boats, the galley, and 


the Cerf. The eneniy had 7 gun boats, carrying 
from 24 to 46 pounders. The action began at 
nine; two of my gun boats, and the galley were 
run on ſhore, and quitted by the crews, on account 
of the terrible fire which the enemy opened upon 
us from their boats, and from the banks of the 


4,0, © 7 
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The enemy were already in poſſeſſion of them, 
but the briſk fire from the Cerf, and the remaining 
gun boats obliged them to abandon their prey. 


I ſunk the veſſel which carried their flag; confu- 
fion immediately took place, and they had only 
time to make their eſcape. Had not three of my 
beſt veſſels been obliged to give way, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have deſtroyed the whole of their flotilla.* 


I had twenty of my men wounded and ſeveral 
killed. A ball ſtruck my ſword out of my hand. 
and carried away a piece of my left arm. I do 
not think, however, that it will be attended with 
any bad conſequences; indeed, it is already nearly 
8 


I cannot deſcribe to you what we ſuffered in this 
expedition. We were reduced for ſeveral days to 
ſubſiſt entirely on water-melons ; during which we 
were conſtantly expoſed to the fire of the Arabs, 
although, with the exception of a few killed and 
wounded, we always came off victorious. 


Fa; The 


* bie is admirable! Had he not been beaten and loſt half his fleet, 
he would have been victorious! The plain truth, hewever, as appears 
from ſeveral letters, particularly from one of Adjutant General Boyer's 
(ſee No. XXII.), who commanded the land forces on board, is that he 

. was defeated, and only ſaved from abſolute deſtruQtion by the appearance 
ol the van of the army. Notwithſtanding this fooliſh gaſconade, General 
Perrte ſeems to be a man of courage and abilities. 
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The Nile is very far from anſwering the deſcrip- 
tion I had received of it. It winds inceſſantly, and 
is withal ſo ſhallow, that I was compelled to leave 
the chebeck, the galley, and two of my gun boats, 
thirteen leagues below Cairo, which I reached yeſ- 
terday evening. 


The little time I have to ſpare prevents me from 
entering into farther particulars. Our army has 


had a ſmart action with the Mamelouks, who loſt 
more than 1200 men. Our loſs is very trifling ; 


it amounts, I underſtand, to about 20 killed, and 
150 wounded. | 


Health and reſpect. 


Os Penar's 


P. S. Pray ſend me immediately five or ſix in- 
telligent officers, and about forty men, You will 
oblige me very much, as well as the Commander 


in Chief. 
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No. VI. 


; Terxi, July 25th. 
 Cor.nunt to his Friend Col LAGE. 

1 HAST EN, my dear friend, to give thee ſome - 
account of myſelf, and to ſay a few words to thee 
on the hardſhips and dangers we have experienced. 
The uncertainty in which I ſtill remain reſpe&- 
ing the fate of my baggage, gives me from time 
to time the greateſt uneaſineſs. I am almoſt in a 
ſtate of nakedneſs, having nothing to cover me 
but my ſhirt, and the clothes I had on when 1 
left Alexandria, I beg thee, thetefore, to ſend me 
my trunks by Douzelot,* if he will have the goodneſs 
to take charge of them; if not, by one of the of- 
ficers commiſſioned to bring up the baggage of the 
demi · brigade. Do, prithee, contrive to let me 
know what is become of Daure, of my money, 
and my jewels; I cannot hear one ſyllable about 
them. | 


5 So much for my private affairs ; I muſt now tell 
thee that it is hardly poſſible to form an idea of 


what 


* Douzelot's rank is not mentioned. He is the perſon to whom Savary's 


Letter is addreſſed (ſee No. XII.), and appears to be in ſome office of 
conſequence, N 
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what we have gone through: ſufferings upon ſuf- 
ferings, privations, mortifications, fatigues, weh ave 
exhauſted them all ! three-fourths of the time we 
have been dying with hunger! Such is the cor- 
rect, but rapid ſketch of my life, ſince we parted. 


At preſent, indeed, our means are more ample, 
but our condition is not therefore more happy. 
Remote from all our friends, I ſhall not enter into 
the details of our military ſucceſſes, thou wilt hear 
enough of them from other quarters, 


Adieu, my dear fiend: think of my requeſt : 
conſider that I am abſolutely naked, and that thou 
wilt render me the moſt eſſential ſervice, 


Thane, 
CoL BERT. 


P. S. Remember me to Tellier. 


20 the Commiſſary at War, 
Cor LAssE, Superintendant of 
the town, Sc. of Alexandria. 


49 _ COPIES oF. 


No. VII. jo 
Grand Caire, Faly 26th. 
To 3 eee Ne. 61, Rue de Os 
Honore, oat Paris; ö 


Wi have been at Cairo four days, my dear Ge- 
neral; dur march was of the moſt diſtreffing kind, 
under a burning ſky, over ſands, and deſerts, with- 
out water, and without bread! Alexandria was 
taken by ſtorm, and Cairo fell into our hands after 
2 briſk but ſhort engagement. 


I am as well as it is poſſible to be i in a climate 
ſo different from our own as this, and which by no 
means agrees with me. We ſhall probably recruit 
ourſelves a little here; we ſhall then be enabled to 
aſcertain what effects fatigue, and the influence of 
the climate will have on bur èeonſtitutions, and thus 
to decide if we can live Nee for any Rn of 


time, 5 
8 | I have 


This is a confidential letter, and ſeems to ſhew that Bournonville was 

a little in the ſecret of the expedition, hence the hint about the period that 
a Frenchman might live in Egypt, &c. The remark on the danger of 
writing long letters we are not certain we underſtand. It is probable (but 
this is a mere gueſs) that it was feared they might excite the ſuſpicions of 
the Commander in Chief, or of the Directory. We have proofs before us, 
however, that all which were deſtined to be put into the poſt-office in France, 
are fingle letters, while moſt of thoſe which were truſted to private con- 
veyance (by far the moſt numerous) are double, treble, and ſometimes more, 
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J have not written to you, my dear General, ſo 
much at large as I could have wiſhed; but if we 
deſire to have our letters reach their place of deſ- 
tination, we muſt make them ſhort: mine is per- 
haps already too long. May I venture to requeſt 


you to let my family know that you have heard 
from me. 


Believe, my dear General, in my entire attach- 
ment; no diſtanee, however great, can weaken it. 
. 9 


® This is the only letter which appears with a bur * The 
author had undoubtedly his rcaſons for it. 
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No. VIII, 
Head Qarterr, Cairo, Yuly #7, 


BoxararTz, Member of the National Inflitute, Commander in 
Chief, to Admiral Bxvers. 


43 FTER a number of very fatiguing marches, 
and ſome fighting, we are at length arrived at Cairo. 
I am extremely well fatisfied with the conduct of 
the Chief of Diviſion Perree, and I have therefore 
promoted him to the rank of Rear Admiral. 


I hear from Alexandria“ that a channel, ſuch as 
we could wiſh, has been diſcovered; and by this 
time, I flatter myſelf, you : are already in the port, 
with all your fleet. 


There is no oy for you to be under any 
uncaſineſs with reſpet to the ſubſiſtence of 
your 


®* We hall not remark on the general ſtrain of coldneſs that runs 
through this letter; but merely call the reader's attention for a moment 
to the paſſage we have marked; I hear,” he ſays, ** from Alexandria, 
&c.' It looks as if the General's anxiety to detain the fleet had induced 
him to depart from the line of fair conduct, and to tamper, un known ta 
the Admiral, with ſome of the officers at Alexandria, Brueys (ſee his 
letter to the miniſter of marine, No IV.) had already employed two per- 
ſons very well qualified (as he writes) to examine the ground, and the re- 
port had not yet been made; fo that there is ſomething extremely ſuſpicious 
in the premature information thus obtained by Bonaparte. 
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your men. This country is rich in wheat, pulſe, 
rice, and cattle, almoſt beyond 1 imagination, 


I perſuade myſelf, that to-morrow, or the day 
after at the fartheſt, I ſhall hear from you, —which, 
I have not yet done ſince my ee from Alex- 
andria, 


The inſtant you inform me what you havgy Je 
and in what ſituation you are, you fhal*reeens 
further orders from me ref} pecing whit you have | 
yet to do. 


Some of the Staff-officers have undoubtedly given 
you an account of our late victory. 


1 take it for granted, that you have a frigate 
cruizing off Damietta, As I am ſending troops to 
take poſſeſſion of that town, I muſt requeſt you to 
order the captain of the frigate to keep as near the 
land as poſſible, and to open a communication with 
our forces ; who will be in poſſeſſion of the _ 
7 the time this 8 you. 


Send off ihe courier whom I have Afparchbl to 
you immediately: put him on ſhore wherever you 
think it beſt.— In this, you will of courſe be guided 
by what you hear of the enemy's fleet, and by the 
winds which prevail at this ſeaſon, 

hy I could 
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I could wiſh that you would ſend him in a frigate, 
which ſhould have poſitive orders to ſtay no 
longer than eight-and-forty hours in any port where 
ſhe. might land him (whether Malta or Ancona) 
— in this caſe, you might charge the captain to 
bring us back all the journals, and all the informa- 
tion which our agents may have collected. | 


I have diſpatched by the Nile, a prodigious quan- 
tity. of proviſions to Alexandria, to pay for the 
freight of the tranſports there.. 


Say a thoufand kind _ to Gateednme and 


Cafabianca. Lt 
1 falite 1 8 
BoxArARTE.-T 
See the next letter. 


+ This is the letter of which TIES FRO ſpeaks in his ads of the, 
®r9th of Auguſt. If the reader has gone through it attentively, which we 
hope he has, we will beg leave to aſk him two queſtions ;—firſt, whe-' 
| ther he finds any mention of returning to Corfou in it, which the General 
ſays there was? —and ſecondly, whether the whole tenour of it docs not, 
militate againſt his (Bonaparte's) having the ſmalleſt idea of ſuch a thing? 
When he has anſwered theſe two queſtions, as we think he muſt, we will 
not trouble him for his opinion of the General's veracity, f 
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Head Quarters, Cairo, July 27. 
Boxarante, Member of the National Inftitute, Commander 
in Chief, to the General of Diviſion, KLEBER. 


CITIZEN GENERAL, 


— 


"FT rrxs ; is here a very in mint. We | 
ſhall again have occaſion for all the ingots ® which 
we left with the merchants of Alexandria in ex- 
change for the ſpecie of the country; I requeſt 
you, therefore, to call together all the merchants 
with whom the ſaid ingots were exchanged, and = 
to re-demand them. I will give them in lieu of =_ 
the bullion, wheat and rice, of which we have 

immenſe quantities. 


Our poverty in ſpecie is equal to our riches in 
commodities; this circumſtance abſolutely compels 
me to take as many ingots as poſlible from the 
' merchants, and to give them corn, &c. in ex- 

change. f 
1 hives 


® Theſe ingots were formed from the gold and ſilver previouſly ſtolen 
by this rapacious free booter from the church of St. John, where the 
| Malteſe kept their public treaſury, See the Letter of the. Bailly of 
Teigna, and the Manifeſtoes of the different commanders, 


+ To force one kind of plunder on the merchants, by way of payment, 
a then t to take it from them again in exchange for ſome other which 
s can - 
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J have heard nothing from you ſince left Alex- 
andria. You. have doubtleſs had many idle ru- 
mours and alarms, . I have ſent you ſeveral letters 


by 


ean be more conveulently ſpared, is a-proceeding ſo perfectly couſonant to 
the French ideas of juſtice, and has been ſo frequently employed by them, 
wherever they have had power to put it in practice, as their good friends 
and allies can teſtify, that it ſcarce deſerves notice. 


But we would fain aſk the General how the country can be poor in 
fpecie, when it appeers from his letter to the Directory, written only three 
days before the preſent, that every " Mamelouc had three or four hundred 
pounds in his pocket. The Mameloucs,” ſays he, (ſee all the papers of 
the 31ſt of October) © ſhewed great bravery. They defended: their for- 
* tunes, for there w nef one of tbe mn on whom our ſoldiers did not find 
three, four, and five hundred louis“ 111! 


Now it appears from the ſame account, that the number of Mame- 
Joucs engaged was 6000. It is but fair to ſuppoſe that thoſe who eſcaped 
were as rich as thoſe who fell: 6500, therefore, multiplied by 400, the 
average of their fortunes, gives a total of 2,400,000 louiz—no deſpicable 
ſum for a country ſo poor in ſpecie ; and probably not a great deal leſs than 
what might be found in the pockets, or even in the poſſeflien, of the ſame 


number of people in any army in France—a _— as we all know, ſo 
rich in ſpecle } | 18 


Further; the ſoldiers muſt have found on the 2000 Mamelouce, who, 
us the General ſays in bis letter to the Directory. were killed, 800,000 
louis, by the faireſt calculation: now we think that ſome method might 
dave been found to perſuade them to reſign their plunder for a time (eſpe- 
<ially as they ſeem to enjoy few opportunities of waſting it) 3 and thus to 
have ſpared Bonaparte the mortification, and Kleber the infamy, of com- 
pelliag the merchants of Alexandria to take what they do not want, in 
exchange for what they cannot ſpare ! 


Shall we now be ſerious } We do not believe that the Mameloucs had a 
Rugle louis about them: rich arms and clothing they certainly had; and if 
the French ſhould ever return home (as, if it pleaſe God, they never will), 
they may probably turn them to ſome account: at preſent, all theſe fine 
things are mere incumbrances to them. | 


We 
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by the people of the country, which I fear have 
been intercepted by the Arabs, as has moſt proba- 
bly been the caſe with thoſe which you have ſent 
me. 1 am now all impatience to hear from you ; 
as you have undoubtedly by this time received i in- 
telligence from France. | 


We have undergone more hardſhips than many 
among us had courage to ſupport: at preſent, we 
are recovering ourſelves a little at Cairo, which is 


not deficient in ſupplies. All our troops have 
Joined, , 


The Officers of the Staff will have acquainted 
you with the military tranſaction which preceded 
our entry into this place. It was tolerably brilliant. 

Two thouſand of the beſt mounted Mameloucs were 
driven into the Nile. 


The army is in the greateſt want of its baggage. 
I have' diſpatched the Adjutant-General Almeyras 
with a battalion of the 85th, and an immenſe quin- 
tity of proviſions for the fleet, to Roſetta, He is 
commiſſioned on his return to take on board his 


flotilla, 


We do not know the reaſon of it, but we conſtantly obſerve that none of 
the army attempt to cajole Kleber. He is almoſt the only one to whom 
things are repreſented as they really are=And Bonaparte, whoſe letter ts 
the Cockneys of Paris, repreſenting Egypt as almoſt paved with gold, was 
ſcarce dry; fits down to tell this ſagacious ad penetrating General, that 
there is none to be found io it; and that he has no reſource but the plundered 
ingots of Malta ! 


Gu 
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flotilla, all as baggage, &c. of the army, and to 
eſcort 1 it to Cairo. 


Onken the Staff Officers of the different corps, 
charged with the care of the magazines, to ſend 
them all to Roſetta. 


Send us our Arabic and F 3 printing · preſſes. 
See that they embark all the wine, brandy, tents, 


ſhoes, &c. Send round all theſe articles by ſea to 


Roſetta: and as the Nile is now upon its inereaſe, 
they will find no difficulty in Fans up that river 
to Cairo. 


1 am anxious to hear of your health, I oe it 


vill be ſpeedily re-eſtabliſhed, and that you will be 


ſoon in a condition to come and join us. 


1 have written to Louis + to ſet out for Roſetta 
immediately, with all my baggage. 


Since I wrote this, I have found in a garden be- 
longing to one of the Mameloucs, a letter from 
Louis—this convinces me that one of your couriers 


has been intercepted by theſe people. 


Health, 


BONAPARTE. 


We have already obſerved that not one of theſe articles -can reach _ 
Cairo. The port of Alexandria is hermetically ſealed, and however urgent 
the wants of the army may be, they muſt learn to bear them. 


+ His brother, He alludes to Bourfienne's letter, ſee No. XIV. 


K 
* 


* 
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No. . 


Head - Qarters, Cairo, July 25. 
Box Ara rz, Member of the National Inſtitute, Commander in 


ANNEXED to this, Citizen General, you will 


find a copy of the proviſional organization of 
Egypt. | 


You will name the Divan, the Aga, and the 
company of ſixty men which he is to have with him. 
E You 


We ſcarce know whether this famous code, which we do not yet 
deſpair of hearing ſome enlightened ſenator call © a maſter-piece of human 
wiſdom and integrity,“ be moſt diſtinguiſhed for its folly or atrocity, The 
people whom Bonaparte loudly profeſſcs he came to relieve, are to have 
the liberty of paying the taxes which they paid to the Mameloucs, to an 
Intendaut affiſted by a company of fuſileers, in the ſhape of agents, who, 
if they (the people) do not appear fully ſenſible of the bleſſings thus thruſt 
upon them (as, God knows, may very innocently be the caſe !) are, in the 
words of this great conſtitution- monger, to enlighten them!“ 


The reader will find more on this head in our IntroduQion, to which we 


_ willingly refer him. To ſay the truth, we are glad to eſcape from the ſub- 


je, as we contemplate with no agreeable feelings, the ſpectacle of a man 
(though that man be Bonaparte), thus ignorantly, and wantonly, and bar- 
barouſly playing with the happineſs of a nation, which never injured, per- 
haps never heard of him, or his rapacious  maſteis. One conſolation yet 
remains, and we honeſtly confeſs that we have not Stoiciſm enough, to 
deny ourſelves the gratification of enjoying it by anticipation, Egypt is 
the laſt country that Bonaparte will ever inſult with the mockery of li- 
berty ; he has run his career of impiety and deceit, of pillage and deſo- 
lation: E 
„The ſun ſets on his fortunes red and bloody, 
„And eyerlaſting night begins to cloſe him.“ 
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You will cauſe an inventory to be taken of all 
the goods, moveables and immoveables, which be- 


longed to the Mameloucs. The Intendant, and 


the French Agent are on the Point of n to 
N their poſts. 


You will order a ji levy of horſes to be 
made to remount the cavalry. 


1 entreat you to take every precaution to pre- 
ferve tranquility and good order in the TO of 
Alexandria. 


855 Health, 


BonaPARTE, 
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(The Copy.) 


Head-Qgarterr, Caire, July 27. 
Boxaranry, Member of the National Inftitutt, Commander 
in Chief, 


ORDERS. 
Article 1. 


There ſhall be in each province of Egypt, 4 
Divan compoſed of ſeven perſons, charged tò watch 
over the intereſts of the province, to inform me of 
every grievarice, to prevent the conteſts which ariſe 
between the different villages, to keep a ſteady eye 
over the turbulent and ſeditious, to puniſh them by 
calling in the military force under the French Com- 


mander, and to enlighten the people as often as it 
ſhall be found requiſite. 


. Arlicle 2. 

There ſhall be in each province an Aga of the 
Janizaries, who ſhall conſtantly reſide with the 
French Commandant. He ſhall have with him a 
company of armed men, natives of the country; 
with whom he ſhall proceed wherever his ſervices 
may be neceſſary to maintain good order, and to 
keep every one in tranquility and obedience, 


E, 2 - Article 
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Article 3. 


There ſhall be in every province an Intendant, 
charged with the collection of the Miri and the 
Feddam; and generally of all the revenues which 
belonged heretofore to the Mameloucs, and which 
appertain at preſent to the Republic. . He ſhall 
have with him the neceſſary number of agents. 


Article 4. 


There all always be with the nid Intendant, 

a French Agent; for the purpoſe of correſpond- 

ing with the Adminiſtrator of the Finances, for 

inſuring the execution of ſuch orders as he may re- 

ceive, and for acquiring a perfect knowledge of 
the ſyſtem of adminiſtration. 

(signed) 92 BoxAPARTE. 


A true copy. 


Box APART k. 
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No. XI. 


Boulac, near Cairo, Jaly 27th, 
To KLenen.* 


We are arrived at length, my -friend, at the 
ſpot ſo much and fo eagerly deſired! How dif- 
ferent is it from what the moſt cool and temperate 
imagination had figured it to be ! This execrable 
dog-hole of a city is inhabited by a lazy ſet of 
wretches, who ſquat all day before their filthy huts, 
ſmoking, and taking coffee, or cating pumpions, 
and drinking water. 


Ir is eaſy enough to loſe ones · ſelf for a whole day 
in the ſtinking and narrow ſtreets of this illuſtrious 
capital. The quarter of the Mameloucs is the 
only one which is habitable ; the Commander in 
Chief reſides there in a tolerably handſome houſe, 
which belonged to one of the Beys. I have writ- 
ten to the Chief of Brigade, Dupuis, f at preſent 
General and Goyernor of Cairo, to reſerve a houſe 
for thee, I have not yet received his anſwer. 


The 


This well written letter is from one of the belt officers in the Prench 
ſervice ; it is another proof of what we obſerved in a former page, that 
Kleber had no attempts made on his credulity ; every thing is n 
to him in its true light. ; 


I see a letter from him, No. XXIII. 
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The diviſion is quartered in a kind of town, 
called Boulac, upon the Nile, about half a league 
from Cairo. We are all lodged in houſes deſerted 
by the owners, and wretched enough 1 in all conſci- 

ence. Dugus s is the only one which 1 is tolerable. 


General Lannes has Juſt received an . to | 
take the command of Menou 's diviſion, 1n the room 
| of Vial, who is going to Damietta with a battalion, 

He aſſures me that he will not accept it. The 2d 

N light battalion, and General Verdier, are ſtationed 
near the Pyramids, on the left bank of the Nile, 
till the poſition which he occupies can be fortified, 
ſo as to receive a garriſon of a hundred men, 


| A bridge is intended to be thrown over the ri- 

yer, nearly oppoſite Gizeh. The ſpot is at preſent 
occupied by the reſerve of the Artillery and engi- 
neers. Regnier s diviſion 1s ſtationed two or three 
| leagues i in front of Cairo; Deſaix's is about to oc- 
cupy old Cairo; Bon's is ſtationed i in the citadel, 


and Menou' s in the city. 


Thou haſt not an idea of the fatiguing marches 
we made to get to Cairo; never halting till three 
or four o'clock in the afternoon, after broiling i in 
the ſun all day; the greateſt part of the time with- 
out food; obliged to glean what the diviſions which 


Preceded us had left in thoſe deteſtable villages, 
| | SSP which 
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which they had frequently pillaged ; and haraſſed 
during the whole march by thoſe hordes of robbers 
called Bedouins, who killed not only our men, but 
our officers, at five-and-twenty paces from the main 
body. The Aid-de-camp of General Dugua, called 
Geroret, was ſhot-in this manner as he was .car- 
rying an order to a file of grenadiers, not a muſquet 
ſhot om the camp. It is a more deſtructive war, 
on my ſoul ! than that of La Vendee, 


We had an engagement the day we arrived in 
the neighbourhood of Cairo. The Mameloucs, 
who had the good ſenſe * to place themſelves on 

R | the 


„ Z Eſprit in the original; Damas fpeaks ironically, It is evident 
that if thoſe brave and unfoi tunate men had not entered into a pitched 
battle, but retired before the enemy to the right bank of the Nile, and 
 cantented themſelves with haraſſing them, and diſputing the paſſage, the 
whole army muſt in this caſe haye been deſtroyed. No! hiog, ia ſhort; 
but a blind reliance on their qwn courage, and a total ignerance of the 
European manner of fighting, could have induced between three and four 
thouſand meu (for this was their utmoſt number) to attack 24,000 of the 
beſt troops of France, furniſhed with artillery, and briſtled with an im- 
penetrable fence of bayonets. That they ſhould be defea ted, is not ſo 
wonderful as that they ſhogld be able to do any injury at all to the Preach 
w-which we yet find they did, 


Bonaparte reckons his loſs, in his letter to the Directory, at 150 killed 
and wounded; in another letter (not to the Directory) he ſtates the 
number to be 210; moſt probably it was greater ſtill, We are glad, how- 
ever, to find from the authentic ſtatement before 'us, that the loſs of the 
Mameloucs was not ſo great. Damas reckons it at 700 or -800 men, and 
eyen ſo, he is apprehenſive that he ſhall be ſuſpected of exaggeratian, This 
is more than was neceſſary to teach us to read the rhapſodies of the Com- 


wander! in Chicf cum grano. —. 
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the left bank of the Nile, offered us battle, and 
got a good beating. We call it the Battle of the 
Pyramids; they loſt (to ſpeak without exaggerati- 
on) ſeven or eight hundred men; of theſe a great 


portion periſhed in E We to ſwim acroſs the 
Nile. 


T wiſh very much to know how thou art, and 
when thou thinkeſt thou ſhalt be able to come 
and take the command of the diviſion, which is in 
very feeble hands. Every body is deſirous of 


| having thee here, There is a general relaxation 


in the ſervice: I do all I can to preſerve unity 
among the different parties ; but all goes very ill. 
The troops are neither paid nor fed; and thou 
may'ſt eaſily gueſs what murmurs this occaſions:. 
they are loudeſt perhaps among the officers. We 
are cajoled with promiſes, that in a week's time 
the adminiſtrations will be ſufficiently organized to 
enable them to make their diſtributions regularly 
but à week is ſtill too long. 


If thou comeſt ſoon, which I moſt ardently wiſh, 
take care to be eſcorted even on board, by a party 
of fuſileers, capable of ſecuring thee from the at- 
| tacks of the Arabs, who will moſt aſſuredly make 


their 
Þ+ Theſe feeble hands are Dugua's ; the diviſion was intruſted to him, in 


conſequence of Kleber's wound, which detained that Generalat Alexandria, 
The remainder of this letter is highly important, ; 


1 
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their appearance on the banks of the Nile, and 
endeavour to deſtroy thee in thy bark. | 


The firſt Commiſſary, Sucy, had his arm frac- 
tured on board the flotilla, in his paſſage to Cairo. 
Thou may'ſt perhaps come to us in the gun-boats, 
lighters, &c. which have been diſpatched to bring 


roynd the baggage of the army from Axa 
Come, come, prithee come ! | 


Thine entirely. 


Damas. 


My regards to Auguſtus and his Colleagues. | 


— * | doors or 


No. XII. 
; | Grand Cairo, July 27. 


(en ERAL Deſaix enjoins me, my dear Dou- 
zelot, to requeſt thee not to forget his baggage ; and 
we are perſuaded that jt is unneceſſary to put thee 
in mind of our own. We look for it as anxiouſly 
as for the coming of the Mefſiah—leave nothing 
behind, poſitively nothing. 


Belonging to General Deſaix, 
4 Trunks. | 
1 Portmanteau. 
1 Forme“ with curtains, and a ſmall box. 
1 Writing Deſk. | 
2 Mattreſſes, 1 white coverlet, 1 pair of ſheets, 
1 Horſe-cloth, 1 chaiſe ſeat, and a Chaiſe on 
board the tranſport, No. 54. 
16 Deal caſes, marked with the General's name, | 
containing wine. | 
1 Tun pitched at both ends, and containing wine. 
1 Barrel of vinegar. 
5 Bottles of wine in a coffer in Citizen Le Roi's ' 
; © Cloſet. 


All which you will find in the bread-room of 
the ſhip. 
To 


-—- £7 


Kind of ſcttee, or ſtuffed cuſhion to ſleep on. 
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7 Clement. 


I Trunk—his direction is on it. 
AS Portmanteau, ad his hammock. | 


To Rap. 
1 Large leather caſe, 1 trunk, and his hammock. 


7 0 8 


Ge b Sick or not, I muſt 

1 Ditto, long. ha 
: ve my ſervant. 

1 Blue portmanteau. 

1 Caſe containing faddles—it is a flat ſquare 


one, and ſhuts with a lock. 


1 Black ſquare trunk. 


- 


My wah if poſſible, and if not, my mat- 
treſs, my coverlet, my ſheets, and my bolſter. 


If thou haſt an opportunity of purchaſing a few 
bottles of good rum, do it. 


We have no cook here; if thou can'ſt find one, 
bring him with thee, | 


Tell Fa ſervant to go on board the ot | 
where the horſes are, and fetch Joli-cœur's bag- 
gage ; tell him too, to aſk Citizen Martin, quar- 
ter-maſter of the 20th Dragoons, for the portman- 

teau 
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teau of the dragoon, Alex. Timber, who is with 
me at preſent, and looks after my horſe, 


Tf thou findeſt any difficulty in embarking De- 
ſaix's carriage, the General wiſhes thee to take it 
on ſhore, have it put together, and then lay it up 
in ſome ſafe place at Alexandria, 


Thy brother charges me to tell thee to bring 
every thing that belongs to him, as well as to thy- 
ſelf, and to forget nothing—pdſitively nothing. 


Do not forget Bourdon's things. 


If thou can'ſt not embark thy horſe, ſell him, 
or turn him over to the artillery, and take a receipt 


for him. We will find thee one here; thy brother 
mM three, 


We wiſh thee to pay a little attention to what 
follows: In croſſing the Deſert one night, we had 
our quarters beat up, and during the confuſion, 
| loſt a mare of General Deſaix's, ſaddled and bridled 
(of the 7th huſſars), thy brother's two horſes, my 
own, ſaddled (of the 2oth dragoons), a black mare, 
one of Rap's (of the 9th huſſars), and one of 
Clement's dock-tailed ; they all galloped off, and, 
as we Itear, were ſtopped at Roſetta, and ſent to 
the 9 of the n, If thou can'ſt diſcover 


them 
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them in paſſing that. way, take receipts for wege 
and we ſhall be paid the money here. 


I write what follows, at the requeſt, and, indeed, 
in the words of thy brother; We live here more 
« wretchedly than ever we lived in our lives; we 
« have not one drop of wine, nor even brandy.” 
Thy brother intreats thee to take meaſures for 
bringing on ſhore as much of both as poſſible (not 
leſs than a ton of each) from the tranſports of Civita 


Vecchia. Remember to get all thou canſt from 
Colaſſe. 


Do not forget; wine, brandy, and rum; it is 
an age ſince we have been in the utmoſt need of 
them all. There is very little here, and that little 
is extremely bad, above all price, and not to be 
procured. 


Another thing which thou art deſired to do, is 
to embark the packages of ſhoes and ſhirts for the 
diviſion, as well as the baggage of General Deſaix. 
The men are abſolutely without either, and we fear 
they will be given to others. 


If thou art in want of money, take ſome of Mine, 
% and ſet it down. 


Adieu; we apes thes's do the beſt thou canſt; 
above all, do not forget that we ſhall have no wine 
NOT 
- © Commiſſary at war, and ſuperiatendant of the port, &c, of Alexandria. 
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nor brandy ſu what thou bringeſt with thee; re- 
member too; that of the ſixteen deal caſes, fourteen 
belong to General Bonaparte. In the name of God, 

bring us our baggage ind our brandy ; the whole 
army is ill of a diarrhoea, with drinking water. wor 
the name of God, WINE, BRANDY, and RUN.“ 

; Don't 4 


: * ets cannot be expreſſed in lronger words than theſe before us; 
It marks the diſtreſſes to which the French were reduced, and the urgent 
want of thoſe indiſpenſable articles of health and convenience which were 
keſt at Alexandria, in the moſt ſtriking manner. 


It is proper in this place, to inform ſuch of our readers as thay not be 
well acquainted with the topographical hiſtory of Egypt, that Alexandria, 
where all the baggage and all the ſtores wete left when the army marched to 
Cairo, is ſituated in tbe Deſert, properly ſpeakiog, and has no communi- 
cation whatever with Egypt (at leaſt in its preſent circumſtances) but by 
that branch of the Nile which throws itſelf into the ſea below Roſetta. 


It follows, therefore, that while the coaſt is in our poſſeſſion (which it 
now completely is, by the glorious victory of the firſt of Auguſt), nothing 
of conſequence can paſs; and the correſpondence between the two parts of 
the French army (that of Alexandria and that of —_ is nearly as im- 
praQiicable (at leaſt as to any * of relief) as if the Atlantie ms 
between them. 


e ladced, might croſs the Deſerts as Bonaparte's did, büt the 
French have not now any armies to ſpare; and if they had, it is not ſure 
that they would ittempt it, after the experience they have had of its diffi- 
culties and dangers. And even if they ſhould; nothing would be gained 
by it, for they could carry nothing with them ; no, nota day's proviſions, 
und if they ever reached Cairo; it would be wy to periſh under the ſame 
wants as thoſe who preceded them. 


One word more—it appears from ſome of theſe — that the tranſ- 
ports and troops at Alexandtia were in the greateſt need of water and 
proviſiens ; the latter, Bonaparte was ſending them from Cairo, in ſixty 
ſchermes, or country boats, which, when the lateſt of theſe diſpaiches 
were made up, had not reached Roſetta ; and moſt certainly will never 
get to Alexandria, 
got What 
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Don't forget the bageaze of General Beliard ; 
leave nothing at Alexandria, at leaſt as little as 
poſſible :- as for Me thou knoweſt that he is 


killed, 
Adieu, 


SAavaRy. 


We are going to ſend you ſixty of the country 
barks; there is a probability of your finding, 
tartanes at Alexandria, in that caſe I would hi 
you endeavour to come in one of them. Bring my 

ſervant with you, ſick or well; I will cure him here. 


What the wants of the grand army at Cairo are, our readers haveſcen 2 
we will take upon us confidently to predict, that they will never be ſop- 
plied: for if the little ſkiff that was creeping along ſhore to Alexandria 
with theſe letters, could not eſcape the vigilance of our indefatigable tars, 
how can larger veſſels hope to do it? Add to this, that the mouth of the 
Nile is exceedingly difficult to be paſſed, on account of the ſurf that always 
prevails upoy the bar, and aſks a thouſand precautions 2 e can 8 
taken in a time of full ſecurity. 


What the effect of this want of communication may be at Alexandria, 
we know not; at Cairo it muſt be dreadful. © In the name of God, 
ſays Savary, * bring ts our brandy and our rum, for the whole army is ill 
« of a diarrhea.” Obſerve, this is the army which Bonaparte and Berthier 
repreſent, in their official diſpatches, as in ores health! We want no 


better teſt of their veracity ! 


* « Mireur,” ſays Bonaparte, in his official letter to the Directory, 
dated July 24th, © and ſeveral other aids du camp, and officers of the 
« ſtaff, have been killed by theſe wretches“ (the Arabs, who, if killing 
makes wretches, are certainly not greater wretches than the French; ſome 
people may think not fo great); © the Republic has ſuſtained a loſs in 
« Mireur ; he was the braveft General 1 ever knew 3** and then follows 
ſome impious rant about deſtiny, &c. We gather from the correſpan- 
dence, that the army are all turned decided fataliſts, We do not wonder 
at it, for, if we muſt ſpeak our minds, we will venture to pronounce, that 


.prudence forecaſt had very little to do with the expedition, 
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No. XIII. 


Head Quarters, Grand Cairo, July. 


* - ? 


| Raucron, 1 of Brigade, commanding the 18th and 32d 
Demi-Brigades of Battle. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


I PROMISED in my laſt to write to you from 
the largeſt * city in the world; and I haſten to 


prove to you how deſirous I am of keeping my 
word, 


It is impoſſible for me to enter into any details 
on our preſent ſituation, or on the privations we 
underwent in our march ; the immediate departure 
of the veſſel will not allow ic—but the diſpatches of 
the Commander in Chief, which you will be ſure 
to ſee in the papers, will fully inform you of every 


0 thing that has paſſed. Milhot, and the eldeſt 


Rampon diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the battle of 
the Pyramids. Milhot was made Lieutenant on 
the field, and Rampor ſecond Lieutenant, of the 

th regiment of huſſars. I have now only the 

youngeſt on my hands; and in the next action that 
occurs, I doubt not but that I ſhall find an oppor- 

| tunity 

® This is much for a Frenchman to ſay, but fo he was told at Paris, and 


ſo he will continue to repeat. Cairo is far enough from being the largeſt 
city in the world, or even ia Europe: London itſelf is twice as large. 
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turity of providing for him—to tell you the truth, 
I am extremely well pleaſed with them all. 


Adieu, my dear brother ; may you as well as my 


ſiſter, continue to enjoy your health: with reſpect 


to my own, it is not yet to be complained of; bur 
I am fatigued to death, and the heats of this coun- 
try take away all my ſtrength. In a word, we muſt 
have patience, and courage ; with theſe, we ſhall 
one day or other, pethaps, have the happineſs of 
returning to our dear country, | 


Adieu, I embrace you with the utmoſt affection 


—a thouſand and a thouſand kind things to my 
ſiſter, and to all our family; to all out friends, 
male and female, and to my ſiſter Trappier, to 
whom J have not time to write. 


- RaMPON. 


Souillier, Milbot, and our two nephews, beg me 


to ſay every thing kind to you. 


- — F 
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No. XIV. 


Head Quarters, Gizeh, July 25. 


To Citizen Lovis BonaranTr, Aid de Camp to the Com- 
mander in Chief, at Alexandria. 


Tim Commander in Chief charges me, my 
dear Louis, to announce to thee the victory which 
he gained on the 24th of this month, over the 
Mameloucs. It was complete. It took place at 
Embabet, nearly oppoſite Boulac. We reckon 
the loſs of the enemy in killed and wounded. at 
about 2000 men; 40 pieces of cannon, and a 
number of horſes. Our loſs was moderate. The 
Beys are fled to Upper Egypt. The General marches 
this evening to Cairo, 


He charges me alſo to bid thee ſet out immedi- 
ately with all his baggage, (his carriages, and his 
horſes from Malta, and his carriage from Civita 
Vecchia) for Roſetta, where thou wilt find ſome 
boats of the country, a battalion of the 89th, and 
the Adjutant-General Almeyras, with whom thou 
wilt aſcend the Nile, and join us at Cairo. Leave 
nothing of all thy brother's baggage at Alexandria, 
but his handſome travelling carriage. 


Do 
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Do not forget; my friend, the baggage which 
we left at Alexandria: we are all in the greateſt 
want of it imaginable; nor yet the wine, the 
books, nor the two packages of paper, one marked. 


with the General's name, and the other with Col- 
lot's, I embrace thee, 


BouRSIENNE; 


F 3 
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\ No. XV. \ 


| Head Quarters, Cairo, Fuly 17. 
DEAR MOTHER, 


I TAKE the earlieſt opportunity of acquainting 
you with the arrival of the French army, in which 
I have the honour to ſerve, at Alexandria in Egypt. 
On our paſſage we took poſſeſſion of the iſland, 
port, and city of Malta, which is 1100 leagues 
from Toulon; and now we are at Grand Cairo, 
the capital city of Egypt, which is 1000 leagues 
from France.“ | | 


I ſuffered a vaſt deal during the two months that 
our voyage laſted. During the whole time, I was 
ſea-ſick, without intermiſſion, and brought up 
- blood all day long. When we fet foot upon land, 
however, under the walls of Alexandria, I was 
cured of my ſea-ſickneſs, but my ſufferings were 
by no means at an end. 


We loſt zoo men in ſcaling the ramparts of the 
city. After a halt of four days, we ſet out in pur- 
ſuit of the Arabs, who had retreated and encamped 


in 


® The French are poor geographers in general, but the ridiculous miſ- 
calculation above, is probably a miſtake ; it is, however, correctly trauſ- 
lated. Wc have ſeveral other letters from this unhappy youth, from which 
it appears that he is a Captain in the 25th half-Brigade. As he aſterwards 
relates that the enemy's cavalry were all killed or taken, we hope we may 
congratulate him on the recovery of his charger, and his new clothes, 


— 
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in the Deſert : but the firſt night-of our march was 
a very terrible one for me. I was with the advanced 
guard: we came ſuddenly upon a corps of the 
enemy's cavalry; and my horſe, which you know 
was always a very hot one, was the unfortunate cauſe 
of all my trouble. He ſprung forward like a lion, 
upon the horſes and horſemen of the enemy; but 
unluckily, in rearing, he fell quite backwards, and 
to avoid being cruſhed to death, I was obliged to 
fling myſelf on one ſide of him. As it was night, 
I had not time to ſeize him again: he got up, and 
ſet off like lightning after the enemy's cavalry, 
which was quitting the field, 


I had put on all meh clothes, for the ſake of 
preſerving my new ones, which were packed up in 
my portmanteau ; ſo that I loſt my horſe completely 
bridled and ſaddled, my piſtols, my cloak, my 
portmanteau, every thing that was in it, my clothes, 
twenty-four louis d'ors which J received at Mar- 
ſeilles to fit me out; and, what is ſtill worſe, my 
port-folio, which contained all my papers. 


Thus I found myſelf in an inſtant ftript of every 
thing, and obliged to march barefoot for nineteen 
days on the burning ſand and gravel of the Deſert ; 
for the very day after this unhappy affair, I loſt the 
foles of the old boots which I happened to have on 
my legs: my coat and my old breeches were very 
ſoon torn to a thouſand tatters: — not having a bit 


70 COPIES OF 


of bread to eat, nor a drop of water to moiſten my 
mouth, all the comfort I had was in curſing and 


d—mning the trade of war, more than a hundred 
times a day. 


At laſt, on the 22d of this month, we arrived at 
| the gates of Cairo, where all the enemy's army was 
intrenched, and waiting for us with great boldnels 
but with our uſual impetuoſity we marched to attack 
them in their intrenchments; in about three-quar- 
ters of an hour, they had gooo killed outright ; 
the reſt not being able to fave themſelves, plunged 
into the Nile, which is a riyer as large as the Rhone 
—conſequently they were all drowned, or ſhot under 
water. After ſuch a victory, we entered, with 
drums beating, into the city of Cairo; conſequently 
maſters of all Egypt. 


I do not knaw, my dear mother, when I ſhall 

have the pleaſure of ſeing you. I repent much and 
much of ever coming here; but it is now too late: 
in a word, I reſign myſelf to the Supreme Will. 
In ſpite of the ſeas which ſeparate us, your memory 
will be always graven on my heart, and the moment 
| circumſtances permit, I will break through all ob- 
ſtacles to return to my country. 


Adieu take care of yourſelf—a chouſand things 
60 my relations. 


| 


Your ſon, 
| GuILLoT, 
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No. XVI. 


Army of Eng land. 
7 


Grand Cairo, July 21th. 


R. DesGENETTES þ to the female Citizen Dsc NET TES, Fal- 
de-Grace, Rue St. Jacques, Paris, 


I WRITE to thee, at laſt, my dear wife, from 
Cairo, which will be, I think, the N of 


my expedition. 


] wrote to thee twice on our voyage; once from 
Malta, and again from Alexandria. Opportunities 
do not often occur, and when they do, they are 
very unſafe. Not a ſingle letter of thine has yet 
reached me, nor have I yet heard of thy arrival at 
Paris. 


J will give thee hereafter a faithful hiſtory of all 
my travels ; the battles which 1 have ſeen, and the 
dangers without number which I have ſhared. 


My 


* Deſgenettes ſeems at ſome former period to have miſcalculated his 
literary wants. His epiſtle is written on a ſupernumerary ſheet of paper, 
prepared for the © Army of Italy,“ which laſt words are very fairly printed, 
at the head of it. Theſe the good Doctor has carefully eraſed, and in their 
place, ſubſtituted “ Army of England“ —Such accuracy is above all 
praiſe } 
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My friend Sucy, firſt Commiſſary, is danger- 
_ ouſly wounded f by a muſket ſhot, as is the young 
Aannes. Deſnanotre, who was likewiſe recom- 
mended to me by La Repede, is taken priſoner by 
the Arabs. e 


The natives of Egypt are ferocious ſavages : the 
Beys their maſters, haughty oppreſſors. Their 
Mameloucs, that is to ſay, their beſt cavalry, their 
privileged caſt, oppoſed nothing to our army but a 
blind and inconſiderate courage : they were beaten 
of courſe. 

There is ſomething in the Turks which I cannot 
help admiring, and even loving it is their predeſ- 
tination, which leads to reſults of the moſt philoſo - 
phical nature, and which accommodates itſelf moſt 


e ſurprifingly to my circumſtances, oy ITS and 
my: fates. 


They have alſo ſome very ſingular cuſtoms here. 
A man may have as many as fork lawful wives, be- 
ſides miſtreſſes. This 1 have only from hearſay ; 
but 1 can vouch from my own knowle dge, that 
+7 drink ſcarce any thing but water. 

Here 


+ From an official document lying before us, Deſgenettes appears to be 
_ firſt Phyſician to the army a ſituation for which the reader will concludes 
him to be ſpecially qualified, before he has gone through his letter, 


1 His arm was fraQured in paſſing up the Nile, 


ORIGINAL LETTERS 73 


Here is a great deal of news for one letter=now 
to our private affairs, 


We are not paid at all, my dear wife ; nor have 
I received a ſingle ſous ſince I left. Toulon. With 
all this I am far from being the moſt unfortunate ; 
for almoſt every body here has either been pillaged, 
or compelled to fling his baggage into the river; 
and I have faved all mine. 


At quitting Toulon I ſent thee 700 livres, more 
or leſs. Courtal was charged to ſee them con- 
veyed ; which was done, I believe, by the govern- 
ment meſſengers. Do not forget to write to me 
about them, and in more than one letter, for they 
are loſt, taken, &c. 


Citizen. Girandi's letter for Cairo was of ewiger | 
to me ; Iam lodged with the phyſician in queſtion, 
and I haye in return placed him in the army. 


The Commander in Chief has conſtantly treated 
me with kindneſs; and I ſtill hope, my dear Lo- 
lotte, to be with thee at the period we fixed on. 


Embrace Julien, thy dear parents, and all our 
friends, 


R. DESGENETTES, 
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No. XVII 


Roſetta in Egypt, July 21th, 


I HOPE, child, that this letter will reach thee ; 
I ſend it by a particular opportunity, and it is, per- 
haps, the only one of all that I have written to 
thee fince my departure from Malta which will 
come ſafe to hand. As for me, I have not once 
heard from thee ſince I left Toulon, notwithſtand- 
ing two advice boats have arrived within the laft 
fix days, and brought a vaſt number of letters. 


J preſume that thy letters were put on board the 
corvette which was taken by the Engliſh ; in that 
caſe, I cannot hope to hear from thee for ſome 
time, an idea that diſtreſſes me beyond all bearing. 
My fituation 1s fo grievous, that I ſhall fink under 
it if I am deprived of that conſolation. Exert, 


__ thyſelf, therefore, my love, and write to me fo fre- 


quently, that J may at leaſt ſtand a chance of hear- 
ing from thee once or twice. Thou muſt needs be 
aſſured my anxiety on thy account is very great. I 
could ſend thee but a little money by Capt. Collot ; 
at preſent I have not the power of ſending a ſingle. 
| fous. I am more than a hundred miles from Citi- 

| | zen 
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cen Magallon,* and I foreſee that I ſhall be able 
to ſend thee nothing before I get to Cairo. 


I fear that we have all been terribly deceived. 
with reſpe& to this expedition, ſo fine, and fo 
cried up ! nay, I am evea apprehenſive, that if 
we ſucceed in conquering Egypt, we ſhall find 
prodigious difficulties in drawing from it all thoſe 
advantages which we ſo fondly promiſed ourſelves. 
We experience everywhere a great deal of reſiſt- 
ance, and a greater ſtill of treachery. It is impoſ- 
ſible for one of us to walk out alone a muſket ſhot 
from any inhabited place, without running the riſk 
of being aſſaſſinated, or of becoming the victim of 
a deteſtable paſſion, much in vogue in this.coun- 
try, eſpecially among the Mameloucs; and Bedouin 
Arabs. I know ſeveral who were ſeized about 
nightfall in the very ſtreets of Alexandria, and com- 

pelled to undergo this ſhocking outrage. 


Roſetta is much more tranquil than Alexandria. 
Its inhabitants are more civilized, and we are con- 
ſequently expoſed to fewer dangers: notwithſtand- 
ing this, however, we maintain the greateſt circum- 
ſpection in our individual conduct, and the ſtricteſt 
police, nay even a degree of ſeverity in our gene- 
ral adminiſtration. 


* Conſul General at Alexandria. He was at this time with the army at 


8 Cairo, 


This 
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This country, ſo much celebrated, is by no means 
worthy of the character it has obtained; the moſt 
ſavage and uncultiyated ſpot in France is a thouſand 
times more beautiful, Nothing on earth can be fo 
gloomy, ſo wretched, and fo outicakby as Alexan- 
dria, the moſt commercial ſpot in Egypt! Houſes 
of mud, with no other windows than a hole here 
and there, covered with a clumſy wooden lattice ; 
no raiſed roofs, and doors which you muſt break 
your back to enter; briefly, figure to yourſelf a col- 
lection of dirty, ill built, pigeon-houſes, and thou 
wilt have an adequate idea of Alexandria. 


The ſtreets are all narrow and crooked, and 
without pavement, ſo that one is continually incom- 
moded by the duſt and exceſſive heat. When the in- 
habitants take it into their heads to water the ſtreets 
before the doors of their hovels, the remedy is 
worſe than the diſeaſe; the duſt is inſtantly con- 
verted i into mud, and the ſtreets become altogether 
impaſſble. Every thing there is very ſcarce and 
very dear; add to all this, the difficulty of making 
ones· ſelf underſtood, and the thouſand other diſa- 
greeable circumſtances which I have not the power 
to deſcribe, and thou wilt be able to form a toler- 
able opinion of our ſituation. | 


I muſt, however, allow, that ſince I came here, 
I have been leſs wretched. The face of the coun- 


ty 


— 
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try is a little more agreeable. The Nile produces 
a ſmall quantity of verdure; and the ſight of the 
palm- tree (though extremely monotonous, from 
the circumſtance of its being the only tree to be 
found here) in ſome trifling degree refreſhes the 
eye; but nothing is calculated to engage or amuſe 
the imagination, and thou may'ſt eaſily conceive, 
that in a country like this, and in a ſituation produc- 
tive of ſo much pain and inquietude, that faculty 
muſt needs be extremely active; as the objects 
around us, therefore, are dark and gloomy, the 
thoughts neceſſarily take a tinge from them, and 
we live in a ſtate of perpetual ſpleen and vexa- 
_ | | 


The remainder of this intereſting letter has received ſo much injury as 
to be illegible. We regret it the leſs, as after the correct and fpirited pie- 
ture of the country which we have juſt ſeen, the writer probably returned 
to his own immediate concerns. We know not who he is; it only appears 
from a few words which we can make a ſhift to decipher towards the con- 
cluſion, that he was firſt clerk to Pouſſielgue, Comptroller of the expences 
of the army. ; 
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No. XVIII. 


Alephe, Fuly 27. 


CnobERL os, Cinfal General of the French Republic at Aleppo 
and its Dependencies, to the Citizen Miniſter for Foreign 
_Afﬀairs. 


CITIZEN MINISTER, 


Ir « was not till the 15th inſtant, that we firſt heard 
of the capture of Malta, and of the diſembarka- 
tion of our troops at Alexandria, This news has 

ſince 


® This is the brother. of the famous; or rather infamous La Clos, known 
in this country as the author of Les Liaiſons Dangereuſes, and, in France, 
as one of the molt aQtive promoters of the Revolution. He was at once 
the agent, and the inſligator, of that profligate idiot, Egalite ; he was alſo 
a principal manager of the Jacobin Club, of which he was Preſident in 1790. 


His talents for intrigue made him redoubtable to Robeſpierre, by whom 
he was proſcribed : he contrived, however, to eſcape, and, in 1795, was 
ſeleed by the government (to whom his abilities and his want of principle 
were well known) as a fit inſtrument for Promoting their iniquitous deſigns 
in Syria. 


To return to Choderlos. He was ſent to Aleppo ſome time after his 
brother (who was ſettled at Latakia) and on the ſame iniquitous errand, 
His letter ſhews that he was equally well qualified for the purpoſe. Much 
miſchief would inevitably have followed, had not the preſumption and folly 
of their rapacious maſters precipitated meaſures, and plunged them in the 
| — of miſery which they were wantonly preparing for others. 


They are both ere this, we truſt, in the Caſtle of the Seven Towers: 
much too good a place of impriſonment for men who, in ſtrict juſtice, 
Gould long fince have periſhed in the dungeons of Robeſpierre. 


* 
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ſince been confirmed by various letters from Cyprus, 
and from the ports along the coaſt : to the preſent ' 
moment, however, I have received nothing official 
on theſe important events; ſo that we are kept 
ſuſpended, as it were, between the numerous con- 
tradictory ſtories which are propagated concerning 
this expedition; which appears to have excited a 

conſidera ble degree of alarm, not only at Cyprus, 
but along the whole coaſt of Syria. 


Without pretending to pry into the ſecrets of 
government, I cannot help faying I am aſtoniſhed 
that, when the deſcent was once effeted, the 
General, or at leaſt the Conſul at Alexandria, did 
not addreſs a circular letter to the conſuls of the 
neighbouring countries, to put them in a way of 
quieting the apprehenſions of the Turks, who (as 
may eaſily be ſuppoſed) do not ſee ſo formidable 


an expedition without ſome degree of alarm. 
* 


The pacific language which I have continued to 
hold on this occaſion has contributed greatly to 
calm the effer veſcence which was beginning to 
manifeſt itſelf, not only among the Turks, but 
even among a great majority of the French who 
are ſettled here. 


ce Whatever,” faid I to them all, « may be the 
« purport of this expedition, you ought to enter- 
« tain no doubt but that it is undertaken with the 
; « full 
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« full conſent of the Porte. Let us wait for au- 
tt thentic intelligence from our reſpective govern- 
ec ments — and till then, let us confidently repoſe 
tc on the knowledge we all have of the ſtrict con- 
ee nection which has now ſubſiſted ſo long between 
« the powers.” —( Precious villain I) 


I then placed in the faireſt point of view, the 
various advantages which would accrue to the 
Ottoman empire from our poſſeſſion of Malta—and, 
to ſay the truth, this circumſtance had a conſidera- 
ble effect in counterbalancing the diſagreeable ſen- 
ſation, which the knowledge of having ſo formida- 
ble a force in the neighbourhood had already 
produced, | 


At this moment Aleppo is effectually quieted. I 
can ſee nothing to apprehend but a ſudden convul- 
ſion, produced by ſome of thoſe abſurd and exag- 
ge rated accounts which terror frequently dictates, 

and which terror alone is capable of adopting. 


The Pacha, and all the G randees of the city are 
tranquil. If there be any exploſion to dread, it is 
on the part of the Cheriffs, whom fanaticiſm may 
drive to violent meaſures and, in that caſe, I ſhould 
not be aſtoniſhed if the I anazaries, who are und of 
us, were to undertake our defence. 


I take 
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I take advantage, Citizen Miniſter, of a mode 
of conveyance, not altogether without ſuſpicion, 
to tranſmit you this letter, which I have ſcribbled 
in great haſte—becauſe the only opportunity that 
offers is that of the courier of the“ * * * Conſul, 
and becauſe it is neceſſary to uſe every precaution, 
and even every artifice imaginable to ſave appear- 
ances, and prevent any obſtacles being raiſed to 
its departure, : 


Health and reſpect. 
J. CuobkRLOos : 


The reaſons I have juſt given, prevent Citizen 
Beauchamp from writing to you. The packet 
would be too voluminous not to excite ſuſpicion. 
He charges me to inform you, that he intends 
ſetting out the day after to-morrow for Latakia, 
where he will take meaſures for proſecuting his 
journey. 
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No. XIX. 


Grand Cairo, July 28th. 


Rear Admiral Pexn's, commanding the Flotilla of the Nile, 


0 bis Friend LR IoILIE, Chief of Diviſion, and Captain Y 
the Gentreux. 


I TAKE the opportunity of the failing of the Ci- 
ſalpine, my dear comrade, to give thee ſome ac- 
count of myſelf, as I promiſed to do in my laſt. 


I arrived 


Le Joille eſcaped from the hans of Lord Nelſon, and had the good 
fortune, in his flight to Corfou, to fall in with and after an engagement of ſix 
hours and a half, to capture the Leander, a veſſel at no time of half his force, 
and then enfeebled by her recent engagement, and with ſcarce two thirds of 
her complement. MW; | . 


This is all well known: — what is not ſo notorious, though it well de- 
ſerves to be ſo, is the brutal behaviour of Jcille to the brave men, whoſe 
invincible courage (for they did not ſtrike till the Leander was abſolutely 
ungovernable) would have entitled them to the reſpect of a generous enemy. 
Would it be believed, that the wounds of the gallant commander were net 


' ſuffered te be dreſſed for ſeveral days, and that the ſurgeon of the ſhip had 


* 


his inſtruments taken from him while he was employed in performing an 
operation upon one of our unfortunate countrymen }! ! Vet all this, and 
more than all this, is perſectly true. 


We are at a loſs to know on what principle of ſound policy, or in confor- 
mity to what chapter in the code of candour, theſe and other traits of wan- 
ton barbarity, of ferocious rapacity, on the part of the Prench, are ſup- 
preſſed in our public ſtatements, We have heard of one council abroad, 


- 


* / 


— 
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I arrived here the day after our army, after ex- 
periencing every degree of miſery. We were ſix 
days without any thing to eat but water- melons 
water- melons for our dinner, and water-melons for 
our deſſert! The peaſantry of the country, com- 
manded by Arabs or Bedouins, kept up a firing all 
day long about our ears. I can aſſure thee, that if 
theſe people knew how to level a muſket, not a 
man of us would return alive. They have been a 
little more complaiſant ſince the capture of Cairo. 
I now conſider the Nile as open; our communis 
cations will, therefore, be more regular in future. 


G 2 Thou 


in which it was ſeriouſly propoſed to ſoften or conceal the inſults of France, 
leſt that country ſhould be irritated ! and we have ſcen one paper at home, 
which adviſed the ſame condut.—Whether this was done through deſign or 
ignorance is not worth inquiry, We are ſurely too powerful to be inſulted 
by the French, and we have too many means of retaliation in our hands to 
dread their irritation, 


Let it alſo be confidered, that the publicity for which we contend, is due 
to the brave men who are fighting our battles—it is alſo due to the civilized 
world, of whom the French are the terror and the peſt—ſince there cannot 
be a more effectual method of counteratting a nation, which derives much 
of its influence, and more of its power, from the baſe and hypocritical cant 
of ſuperior juſtice and humanity, than unfolding every ad of unneceſſary 
cruelty, which their innate thirſt of plunder, and of blood, induces them 

ts perpetrate. | | | 


We have gone out of our way to make theſe remarks ; but we hope 
the importance of them will excuſe us. | 


To return to Joille.— We are happy to add, that he had not the ſatis- 
faction of poſſeſſing himſelf of the colours which Lord Nc lfon had put on 
board the Leander. They were ſunk previous to the ſurrender of the 
veſſel, together wi th the diſpatches, and letters of every kind, 
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Thou wilt hear with pleaſure that I was promoted 
to the rank of Rear Admiral on the field of battle, 
immediately after the affair of the 13th. I am certain 
that if I had been ſupported by one gun-boat more, 
we ſhould have ſeen the laſt of their flotilla, though 


they had ſeven and we ſix, three of which were 
deſerted by the crews, and in the poſſeſſion of the 


enemy, who had the audacity to ſeize them within 
piſtol- ſnot of my boat; it was then that I exerted 
myſelf to the utmoſt, ſunk the lag-veſſel, and com- 
pelled them to abandon my boats; which I after- - 
wards put into a ſtate of ſervice. I had beſides, 
two batteries of ſix field-pieces each opened upon 
me, at a very trifling diſtance ; and the army was 
too remote to lend me any ſuccour.“ The engage- 
ment began at a quarter before nine in the morn- 
ing, and finiſhed about half after one, when they 
fled on all ſides. - 


I can aſſure thee that we have been miſerably 
deceived reſpecting the navigation of the Nile. 
No veſſel that draws more than five feet can aſcend 
it at the period that I did; with reſpect to the fer- 
ulity of the country too, great deductions mult he 


made, or I am mightily miſtaken. + Tre ferocity 
of 


® This is not the faQ : it was the apperrance of the army (though it 
might not be actually engaged) that ſaved him from abſolute de tructioa. 


+ It is curious to mark the progreſs of con ict on amongſt the French. 


Alexandria is univerſally allowed to be deleſtable, here are no doubts en 
pre 


of the inhabitants exceeds that of favages ; moſt 
of them appear to be covered with reeds or ſtraw, 
In a word, the country is not at all to my taſte; 
however, after pain, pleaſure, as the proverb ſays. 
At preſent I am tolerably well ſituated, both with 
reſpect to my table and my other amuſements. 
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The Beys have left us ſome pretty Armenian and 


Georgian wenches, whom we have confiſcated to 
the profit of the nation. Do, prithee, my dear 
friend, ſend me a caſk of wine; thou wilt confer 
an obligation on thy friend | 


EM. PERREE. 


Aſſure all my friends of my beſt regards. 


preſſed of that Oh ! but then it will be delightful when we get to 
#* Roſetia !” © No,” ſay thoſe who are ſtationed there, © Roſetta is not 
e delightful at all, it is galy a little leſs wretched than Alexandria.“ 
„ True ! but then the Delta! that is ſurely rich and beautiful; and then 
there is Cairo, the wealthieſt, the largeſt, and the moſt magnificent city 
ia the world!“ („ As for the Delta,“ ſays Perrẽe, I have juſt paſſed 
through it, and I can aſſure you, that it is any thing but rich and beau» 
e tiful.” And as for Cairo,“ exclaim a thouſand voices in concert, 
© it is the vileſt and moſt miſerable dog-hole on the face of the earth!“ 
Thus deluſiom after deluſion paſſes away, and the French, who are as ſan- 
guine as they are credulous, are finally refigned to diſappointment and. 


cſpair, 


* 


4 


viz 
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No. XX. 


Head Quarters, Grand Care, Fuly 28. 


Le Turcq, Aid-de Camp to General BExTRIER, Chief of the 
Ztat- Major, and General 2 the ys to 1 75 Le Avril 
bis father, © | | 


DEAR FATHER, 


| SINCE your letter of the 12th of May laſt, I 
have not received a ſingle line from you: judge 
how wretched this has made me. I have omitted 
no opportunity of writing to you by the different 
Couriers which have been diſpatched to Paris, from 
Toulon, Malta, and Alexandria; and I now ſend 
to you by this, which is juſt ſetting out from Cairo. 


I ſhall fay nothing to you of the ſituation in 
which we find ourſelves in this country, but content 
myſelf with obſerving once for all, that we have been 

miſcrably deceived in our expectations reſpecting 
Egypt. Happily for me, I have the good fortune 

to enjoy a tolerable ſtate of health, — that is to ſay, 

] have been, down to the preſent hour, one of the 

healthieſt in the whole army. I long moſt ardently 

to return to you, to lay before you a faithful pic- 


ture of the e from which you will eaſily be 
enabled 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 87 


enabled to comprehend how many n we have 
to FO diſguſted with 1 it. 


11 wack, my dear father, a narrative * of what 


befel us in our march from Alexandria to Cairo, 
and of the different combats we had to ſuſtain with 
the Mameloucs and the Bedouins. You will form 
a judgment without difficulty of our ſituation in 
the Deſert. The whole army would have been 
deſtroyed, but for the affiſtance we derived from 
the Nile, a branch of a river which throws itſelf 
into the Delta! I conclude with repeating my hopes 
that I ſhall ſpeedily enjoy the happineſs of recount- 
ing theſe extraordinary events to you in beo by 
our own fire - ſide. 


I will not pretend to deny but that it is a great 
advantage for me, already an old ſoldier, to he 
engaged in ſo important, and fo inſtructive an ex- 
pedition : but, knowing what the enemy really is, 
and the privations and ſufferings to which we are 
expoſed, I am not too ſure, that if it were to be- 


gin again, I ſhould venture to undertake it. Now, 


however, that I have overcome the major part of 
the evil which awaited Ls I am not ill pleaſed with 
what 


2 ® This narrative we have ſuppreſſed. It is iq fact a tedious and ill- written 
detail of the ſame operations which are related with infinitely more ability 

by Boyer (No. XXII.); from whom Le Turcq differs only, in his enu- 
| meration of the hardſhips and loſſes of the army; which he ſtates 1 de 
ſomewhat greater than Boyer does. 


— 
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what I have done; and have made up my mind to 


perſevere to the end. 


We have been at Cairo ſome. 1 It js poſſible 
that we may ſtay here a fortnight longer, after which 


I think it probable that we ſhall march to Syria 


towards Upper Egypt. t One diviſion is roy 
-_ to Damietta. 


35 has no occaſion to requeſt you to communi- 
cate my letter, and narratiye, to our kinſmen and 
common friends, particularly to Citizen Berthe and 
his wife, to my brother the merchant, to my uncle 
Le Turcq, and ina word, to all my relations. Tell 
them that I embrace them with my whole heart, 
and flatter myſelf that I ſhall have the pleaſure of 
. them within ſix months. 


General 


IP ſti ie impoſſible to read this paragraph, in which Le F ſtates his 
diſcontent ſo forcibly, in deſcanting on his happineſs ' without being imme- 


diately put in mind of the profefiing readineſs of the reluQant Bull-calf, 


© Bull-calf. Good maſter corporate Bardolph, ſtand my friend, and 
4. here i is four Harry ten billings i in French crowne far you. la very truth, 

Sir, l had as lief be hanged, Sir, as go: and yet, for mine own part, 
1 Sir, 1 do not care; but, rather, becauſe I am enwilling, and for min 

«own part, have a deſire to ſtay with my friends ; elſe; Sir, I did not care, 
for mine own. part, ſo much... SHAKESPEARE, 


+ This ** old ſoldier” is rather young in his geography. Upper Egypt 
is not preciſely in the road to Syria, any more than any part of Egypt is 
in the road from France to England—a miſtake which the whole army ſeem 
to have made, and which is in a fair way of coſting them dear, 


* 


+ 
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General Berthier writes by this courier to his 


father, ſo does I' Huillier, who is this day promoted 


to a lieutenancy in the 14th regiment of dragoons, 


Let me hear from you and all the family often. 


Do not forget the dragoon. I hope that my prompt 


return will indemniſy him for the loſs which he may 
ſuſtain by my long' abſence in this expedition, in 
which I am forced to perſevere—but tell him that 
he'ſhall loſe nothing by waiting. General Berthier 


has promiſed me every thing for him; and he is, 
ſurely a man to be depended upon. 


I embrace you a thouſand times, and ever remain, 


Your fla 


Le Tovreq. 


Pray tell me if you have heard from Ceſar 
Berthe ; he is either at Milan, or Paris. 


COPIES OF 


5 


9 e No. XXI. 


Grand Cairo, July 28. 


as e Boven, to the Commander in Chief of the 
oY of rH 2 


, 


MY GENERAL, 


Oon entrance into Grand Cairo will doubtleſs 
excite that ſenſation at home which every extraor- 
dinary event 1s calculated to produce; but when you 
come to know the kind of enemy we had to com- 
bat, the little art they employed againſt us, and the 
| perſect nullity of all their mealires, our expedition | 
vt and 


x 


- 
— 


General Kilmaine. This is the letter of an experienced officer, giving 
an account to his ſuperior, whom he neither dared, nor, perhaps, wiſhed 
. ts deccjve, of ſuch military operations as fell under his immediaze 

- f Ai t : * n 


The account?” we know, from the moſt indiſputable authority, to be 
as correct as it is ſpirited, It derogates a little, it muſt be confeſſed, from 
the wonderful proweſs of Bonaparte and his band of heroes—but what are 
we to think of a General, who gravely tells of the difficulty of ſcaling the 
ramparts of a tewn, which has ſcarce a wall or a gate that might not be 
torced by a ſerjeant's guard ! or of the prodigies of valour exhibited in de- 
feating a horde of brave but undiſciplined troops, with a regular and wel 
appointed army, of more than fix times their number! 


— 
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| and « our victories will appear to you an common 
things, 


We began by making an aſſault upon a place 
without any defence, and garriſoned by about 300 
Janizaries, of whom ſcarce a man knew how to 
level a muſket, I allude to Alexandria, a huge and 
wretched ſkeleton of a place, open on every ſide, 
and moſt certainly very unable to reſiſt the efforts 
of 25,000 men, who attacked it at the ſame inſtant. 
We - loſt, notwithſtanding 150 men, whom we 
might haye preſerved by only ſummoning the town 

but it was thought e to begin by ſtriking 
terror into the enemy.“ 


After this we marched againſt the Mameloucs ; 

a people highly celebrated amongſt the Egyptians 

for their bravery. This rabble (I cannot call them 

ſoldiers,) which has not the moſt trifling idea of 

tactics, and which knows nothing of war but the 
| > 0 


© [t was a. branch of this neceſſity, we ſuppoſe, that prompted Bana- 
parte, with equal judgment and humanity, to give up the inhabitants of 
Alexandria to indiſcriminate ſlaughter for the ſpace of four hours! Mr, 
Gilbert Wakeficld tells us, that this General (with whoſe charaQter he a p- 
pears to be as well acquainted as he evidently is with moſt of thoſe with . 
whom he meddles,) © prefers the preſervation of a- fingle citizen from $5 
© death, to the melancholy glory that could reſolt from a thouſand tri- F 
„ umphs of a eonqueror wading through floods of flaughter.*”” All this is 
doubtleſs very fine and very true l and we muſt, therefore, conclude that 
the General bad juſt then forgotten that the nnfortunate Alexandrines were 
& cilizens' a circumſtance the more to be wondered at, as he had not 
long before, termed them ſo in his Manifeſto. 


P 


blood that is ſpilt in it, appeared for the firſt time 
oppoſed to our army on the 13th of July. 


From the firſt dawn of day, they made a general 
diſplay of their forces, which ftraggled round and 
Found our army, like ſo many cattle; ſometimes 
galloping, and ſometimes pacing in groups of 10, 
50, 100,. &c. After ſome time, they made ſeve- 
ral attempts, in a ftyle equally "ridiculous and 
curious, to break in upon us; but finding every 
where a reſiſtance which they probably did not 
expect, they ſpent the day in keeping us expoſed 
to the fury of a burning fun, Had we been a little 
more enterprizing this day, I think their. fate 
would. have been decided ; but General Bonaparte - 
temporized, that he might make a trial of his 
enemy, and become N with their manner 
of fighting. 


The dy ended with the retreat of the Mame- 
Houcs, who ſcarcely loſt five-and-twenty men. We 

continued our march up the Nile till the 21ft, 

which was the day that put a final termination to 
the power of the Mameloucs in Egypt. 


Four thouſand men on horſeback, having each 
a groom or two, bore down intrepidly on a nu- 
merous army of veterans: their charge was an act 
of fury, rage, and deſpair. They attacked Deſaix 
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and Regnier firſt, The foldiers of th:ſe diviſions 
received them with ſteadineſs, and at the diſtance 
of only ten paces opened a running fire upon 
them, which brought down one hundred and fifty. 
They then fell upon Bon's diviſion, which received 
them in the ſame mariner. In ſhort, after a nums 
ber of unavailing efforts, they made off; and, 
carrying with them all their treaſures, took ſhelter 
in. Upper Egypt. The fruit of this victory was 


Grand Cairo, where we have been ever ſince the | 


evening of the 22d. 


I ſhould be familiar with the language of the 
country, and, what is of ſtill more importance, 
in the confidence of the Great, to be enabled to 


give you an idea of the reſources found in this 
city; but, from the complaints I hear, and the 
demands of ſeveral Generals who wiſh to return, 
I can eaſily perceive that there are vaſt diſcon- 
' tents in the army. Generally ſpeaking, it 1. 
hardly poſſible to conceive the miſeries endured * 
by the army, during its ſeventeen days marc 
finding no where a bit of bread, nor a drop = 
wine, we were reduced to live on melons, gourds, 
poultry, buffalo meat, and Nile water. 


\ 


Such, my General, is the ſuccin& account of 
our operations. There is a talk already of our 


aſcending the Nile as far as the Cataracts: an 
. 


% 
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expedition that will make a number of officers 
throw up their n 


1 beg you to preſent my reſpectful OW to 
Madame N and to belie ve me 


Your ſubordinate, 

Fe ER | Boyer. 
"Have the goodneſs to remember me to my 
comrades Rivaud, D'Arbois, and Villard, + 
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No. XXII. 


| Grand Cairo, Jay A brd. 
- MY DEAR PARENTS, 


x 


Ovs entrance into - this city furniſhes me with 
an opportunity of writing to you ;* and as my de- 
fign is to make you fully acquainted with an expe- 
dition no leſs ſingular than aftoniſhing, I ſhall take 


the liberty of recapitulating our atchievements ſince 


the day we left Toulon, 


The 


® This letter has embarraſſed us conſiderably. It bears the ſame ſigna- 
ture as the preceding; 2nd yet we can with difficulty perſuade ourſelves 
that it was written by the ſame perſon. The letter which the reader has 
juſt ſeen, is from a maſter hand, confident of knowledge, aud decidingon facts 
without periphrafis, or affectation. The preſent, which is alſo well written, 
and with a ſufficient knowledge of the tranſactions it records, is very inferior 
toit in OY; and manly deciſion. 


The writeris inceſſantly labouring to FE every thing in the fineſt manner 
and doles our his little medicums of information in a ſtyle of gravity and 


ſelf-importance, that has ſometimes made us ſmile. With all this, however, 
the letter is very creditable to the author's abilities. It furniſhes, beſides, 


many important facts, and it diſcovers, amidſt a great ſolicitude to conceal 
it, that the French troops have been miſerably duped by their goverument, 
and that they are rapidly haſtening to total and irremediable deſtruQioa. 


We were at firſt inclined to believe that the difference which we remark. 


ed in the ſtyle and manner of the two letters might originate in theiz being 
writtca 
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The land army; compoſed of 30,000 men, em- 
barked at Marſeilles, Toulon, Genoa, and Civita 
Vecchia, ſet fail on the igth of May, under the _ 
convoy of 15 fail of the line (two of which were 
armed en flute)* 14 frigates, and ſeveral ſmaller | 
ſhips of war. The convoy altogether formed a to- 

tal of more than 400 fail; and never perhaps, ſince 

the C ruſades, had ſo large an armament ON 

1 che Mediterranean. 


Without a, the dungen of the-element 

on which we were embarked, or thoſe which we 
had to apprehend. from an enemy formidable at ſea, 
we ſteered with a favourable wind for Malta, where 
we arrived on the roth of June. The conqueſt of 
this important place coſt us but a few men. It ca- 
pitulated on the 12th—the Order was aboliſhed, 

| Ges | tp and 


* 


written to different perfons : one an Experienced commander, to whom it 
wis neceſſary to repreſent things as they really were 3 the other; a parent 
ignorant, perhaps, of military affairs, and likely to be much better pleaſed 
with a florid narrative of extraordinary events, than with a brief relation of 
He ſtorming towns without walls, and gaining victories without enemies 1— 
5 Bot on reconfidering the matter, we think the variation too conſiderable to 
| be even thus accounted for. We frankly confeſs that we ha ve no other ſo- 
lution of the difficulty to offer; and we, therefore, leave the whole to the 
reader; only repeating our ern allcrtion, that the writing and the name 


ſubſcribed to this and the preceding letter, are to the beſt of our NA / 


„ Theſe were the Venetian fixty-fours. In his enumeration of the forces | 
embarked, Boyer omits thoſe that were taken on board, at Ajaccio, and 
"who amounted to ſeveral thouſands : bis liſt of ſhips of war is correct. 


* 


- 


The land army; compoſed of /30,060 men; em- 


barked at Marſeilles, Toulon, Genoa; and Civita - 


Vecchia, ſet fail on the 19th of May, under the 


convoy of 15 ſail of the line (two of which were : 


armed en flute)* 14 frigates, and feveral ſmaller 
ſhips of war. The convoy altogether formed a to- 
tal of more than 400 fail; and never perhaps, ſince 


the Cruſades, had ſo large an armament N 
» the Mediterranean: 


| Without calculating the Ages of the-element 
on which we were embarked, or thoſe which we 
had to apprehend. from an enemy formidable at ſea, 
we ſteered with a favourable. wind for Malta, where 
we arrived on the 1oth of June. The conqueſt of 
this important place coſt us but a few men. It ca- 
Pitulated on we J ach —the Order was aboliſhed, 


| 1) and 
wititen to different perſons: ont an experienced commander, to whom it 
wit neceſſary to repreſent things as they really were 3 the other; a parent 
ignorant, perhaps, of military affairs, and likely to be much better pleaſed 
Avith a florid narrative of extraordinary events; than with a brief relation of 


ſtorming towns without walls, and gaining victories without enemies 1— 


But on reconfideriag the matter, we think the variation too conſiderable to 
be even thus actounted for. We frankly confeſs that we ha ve no other ſo- 
lution of the difficulty to offer; and we, therefore, leave the whole to the 
reader; only repeating our firſt aſlertion, that the writing and the name 


ſubſcribed to this and the preceding letter, are to the beſt of our In 
the h | J 


® Theſe were the Venetian fixty-fours. In his enumeration of the forces 
_ embarked, Boyer omits thoſe that were taken on board, at Ajaccio, and 
-who amounted to ſeveral thouſands : his liſt of ſhips of war is correct. 


* 


. 
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and the Grand Maſter packed off to Germany with 
a budget of fine promiſes; in a word, every thing 
ſucceeded to our wiſh. Time, however, was pre- 
cious - we had no leiſure to amuſe ourſelves with 
calculating the advantages to be derived from the 
poſſeſſion of Malta; for an Engliſh ſquadron of 13 
ſail of the line, commanded by Nelſon, was at an- 
chor in the bay of Naples,“ and watched all our 


motions. Bonaparte, informed of this, ſcarce gave 


us time to take in water: he ordered the fleet to 
weigh immediately, and, on the 18th of June, we 


were already in full fail for the ſecond object of 


our expedition. We fell 'in with Candia on the 
25th, and on the goth our nes ven made Alex- 
andria. 


Aden Nelſon had been off the city on che 
noon of this very day; and propoſed to the Turks 
to anchor in the port, by way of ſecuring it againſt 
us; but as his propoſal was not accepted, he ſtood 
on for Cyprus; while we, profiting by his errors, 
and turning even his ſtupidity to our own advan- 
tage, made. good our landing on the 2d of July, 
at Marabou. The whole army was on ſhore by 
RE II * Sbrenks 


* It is undeceſſury to fax that hi was not the caſe. Once for all, we 

muſt obſerve, that we have ſeldom thought it neceſſary to take notice of 
uch geographical and hiſtorical blunders as appear in this correſpondence ;— 
the preſent letter, for inſtance, has ſeveral of both kinds; but we leave theta 
to the reader. 
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break of day, and Bonaparte putting himſelf at 
their head, marched ſtraight to. Alexandria, acroſs 
a deſert of three leagues, which did not even afford 
a drop of water, 1n a climate where the heat is in- 
e 

a Noevithitandiag all theſe difficulties, we reached 
the town, which was defended by a garriſon of 
near 500 Janizaries. Of the reſt of the inhabitants 
ſome had thrown themſelves into the forts, and 
others got on the tops of their houſes. In this ſitu- 
ation they waited our attack. The charge is ſounded 
—our ſoldiers fly to the ramparts, which they ſcale, 
in ſpite of the obſtinate defence of the beſieged : 
many Generals are wounded, amongſt the reſt 
Kleber — we loſe near 150 men, but, courage at 
length, ſubdues the obſtinacy of the Turks! Re- 
pulſed on every ide. they betake themſelves to 
God and their Brophet, and fill their moſques— 
men, women, old, young, children at the breaſt, 
ALL are maſſacred.“ At the end of four hours, 


the fury of our troops ceaſes—tranquility revives in - 


the city — ſeveral forts capitulate—I myſelf reduce 
one 


„ Theſe, then, are the triumphs of the“ Hero of Italy ! of““ the fond 
« object of Mr. Wakefield's daily and nightly ſolicitude !“ of —but we 
dare not truſt ourſelves with the ſubject. On this man, and his fanguinary - 
admirers, be the blood of this innocent pedple; and the incffable con- 
tempt and abhorrence that nat ly follow cruelties without motive or 
end, and baſe and abject panegyrics on their ſavage perpetrators 1 “ : 


if 


one into which 700 Turks had fled confidence 
ſprings up—and, by the next day, all is quiet. 


It will not be amiſs, I think, to make a ſhort 
digreſſion juſt here—for the fake of informing you 
of the object of this expedition, and of the cauſes 


which have induced Bonaparte to take 9 of 
Egypt. 


France, by the different events of the war and 
the Revolution, having loſt her colonies and her 
factories, muſt inevitably ſee her commerce decline, 


and her induſtrious inhabitants compelled to procure 


at ſecond hand the moſt eſſential articles of their 
trade, Many weighty reaſons mult compel her to 
look upon the recovery of thoſe colonies, if not im- 
poſſible, yet altogether unlikely to produce any of 


* the advantages which were derived from them be- 


fore they became a ſcene of devaſtation and horror; 
eſpecially, if we may add to this, the decree fot 
aboliſhing the ſlave trade. 


To intlemnify iiſelf, therefore, for the loſs, which 


may be conſidered as realized, the Government 


turned its views towards Egypt and Syria; coun- 


tries which, by their climate and their fertility, are 
capabhe of being made the ſtorehouſe of France, 


and, in proceſs of time, the mart of her commerce 


with India. It is certain, that by ſeizing and orga- 


11 2 nizing 


9 


fary to ſubdue theſe Mameloucs;“ they are in num- 
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nizing theſe countries, we ſhall be enabled to extend 
our views ſtill further; to annihilate, by degrees, 
the Engliſh Eaſt India trade, enter into it with ad- 
vantage ourſelves ; and finally, get into our hands 
the whole commerce of Africa and of Aſia. 


- Theſe, I think, are the conſiderations which have 
ded the Government to undertake the preſent 
expedition againſt Egypt. 


4 


This part of the Wee an has been for 


many ages governed by a ſpecies of men called 


Mameloucs, who, having a number of Beys at their 
head, diſavow the authority of the Grand Seignior, 
and rule deſpotically and tyrannically, a people and 


a country, which, in the hands of a civilized nation, 


would become a mine of wealth. 
T0 gin poſſeſſion of Egypt; we it is neceſ⸗ 


ber 


* 


This is a better reaſon for declaring war againſt them, than the pecu- 
lations of a Bey who has been dead theſe twenty years. But this is not the 
only inſtance in which the hypocriſy and fallhood of Bonaparte have been 
complete detected and expoſed by the inadyertency of his agents. It is 
true, indeed, that we want no teſtimonies but thoſe of our-own eyes and our 
own underſtanding to convitice us of his real motives; but ſtill, it is not 
unpleaſant nor unprofitable to be told of them, from time to time, . 


5 ſons whole information. can neither be diſputed nor denied, 


We ieee the three or four paragraphe preceding * to the ta- 
der s ſerious attention. 


— * 


Pd 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 101 


ber about 8000—all cavalry under the command 
of 24 Beys. It is of conſequence to give you ſome 
idea of theſe people, their manner of making war, 
their arms, deſenſive and offenſive, and their origin. 


Every Mamelouc is purchaſed—they are all from 
Georgia and Mount Caucaſus—there are a great 
number of Germans and Ruſſians amongſt them, 
and even ſome French. Their religion is Maho- 
metaniſm: exerciſed from their infancy in the mili- 
tary art, they acquire an extraordinary degree of 
dexterity in the management of their horſes, in 
ſhooting with the carabine and-piſtol, in- throwing 
the lance, and in wielding the ſabre; there have 
been inſtances of their Kvering. at one ano 
head of wet cotton, 


Every Mamelouc has two, three, and ſometimes 
four ſervants, who follow him on foat wherever he 
goes; nay, even to the field. The arms of a Ma- 
meloue on horſeback, are two carabines, carried by 
his ſervants—theſe are never fired but once two 

pair of piſtols ſtuck in his girdle; eight light lances 
im a kind of quiver, which he flings with admirable 
dexterity; and an iron-headed mace. When all 
theſe are diſcharged, he comes to his laſt reſource 
his two ſabres: putting, then, the bridle of his 
-Hhorfe between his tegth, he takes one of them in 
each hand, and ruſhes full ſpeed upon the for, cut- 
ting and LARS: to right and left. Woe be to 
thoſe 


* 
Gr 
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thoſe who cannot parry his blows! for ſome 


of them have been known to cleave a man 
down the middle. Such are the people with whom 
we are at war! I ſhall now proceed with my nar- 
rative. 


Having organized a government at Alexandria, 
and ſecured a communication with the rear of our 


army, Bonaparte ordered eyery man to furniſh him- 
'felf with five days proviſidns, and made preparati- 
ons for paſſing a deſert of twenty leagues in ex- 


tent, in order to arrive at the mouth of the Nile, 
and aſcend that celebrated ſtream to Grand Cairo 
the prime object of his expedition. We began 
our march on the ;th of July, and reached the 
river by eaſy ſtages, falling in, in our route, with 
ſome detached parties of Mameloucs, who retired 
as we advanced. It was not till the 12th, that Ge- 
neral Bonaparte learned that the Beys were march- 
ing to meet him, with their united forces, and that 
be might expect to be attacked the next day: he 
marched therefore in order f battle, and took the 


9 Precautions. 6. 


Bonaparte 


® We have ſpoken of this organization in or IntroJuftion. The“ com- 
munication that was kept up with the rear of the army,“ is almoſt too 
ridiculous to be mentioned. It never exiſted, it never can exiſt, with 
Bonaparte's preſent numbers; and every letter, and Boyer's among the 


. 


reſt, proves that before the General was out of ſight of Alexandria, 


his commun cat. on with it was as completely cut off as if the Alps Ragd 
between them. 
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Bonaparte ſent me forward to gain intelligence, 
with three armed ſloops; with this little flotilla I 
advanced about three leagues in front of the army. 
J landed at every village on both ſides of the Nile, 
to gain what information I could reſpecting the 
Mameloucs; in ſome I was fired at, in others re- 
ceived with kiadneſs, and offered proviſions. In 
one of them I met with an adventure as laughable“ 
as it is ſingular; the Cheik of the place having 
collected all his people to meet me, came forward 
from the reſt, and demanded to know by what right 
the Chriſtians were come to ſeize a country which 
belonged to the Grand Seignior. I anſwered him, 
that it was the will of God and his Prophet to 
bring us there. But, rejoined he, the King of 
France ought at leaſt to have informed the Sultan 
dk this ſtep. I aſſured him that this had been done; 
and he then aſked me how the King did? I replied, 
very well; upon which he ſwore by his turban and 
his beard, that he would always look on me as his 
friend. I took advantage of the kindneſs of thele 
good people, collected all the information 1 could, 
and continuing my route up the Nile, came to an- 

| | chor 


L 4, 
N Bbyer's ideas of humour are not extremely correct We fee nathing 
very facetious in a blaſphemous falſhood, nor in baſely availing himliclf of 
the name of his murdered King, to deceive a hoſpitable ſtranger, ignorant 
alike of him and his nation. This little anecdote is uot, however, without 
its uſe; it proves with what truth theſe ſecluded people are repreſented as 
having injured the French ; and with what juſtice they are delivered oyer 
in conſequence of it, to pillage, murder, and utter devaſtatioa ! 
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x 


chor for the night oppoſite a village called Chebriki, 
where the Mameloucs were collected in force, and 
where the firſt action took place. 


I ſent off my diſpatches to the Cs in 
Chief that night; in theſe I gave him all the in- 


formation I had been able t. to obtain ee the 
Mamicloucs. | 


As fon as the day c I clambered up the 
maſt of my veſſel, and diſcoveredfix Turkiſh ſhalops 
bearing®down upon me ; at the ſame time I was 
reinforced by a demi-gailey. I drew out my little 
fleet to meet them, and at half after four a can- 
nonade began between us, which laſted: five hours; 
in ſpite of the enemy's ſuperiority, I made head” 


againſt them, they continued nevertheleſs to ad- 


vance upon me, and J loſt for a moment the 
demi-galley, and one of «the gun- boats. Yielding, 
however, was out of the queſtion, it was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to conquer in this dreadful moment 
our army came up, and I was. diſengaged. One 
of the enemy's veſſels blew up. Such was the 
termination of our naval combat. 


While. this was paſſing, the Mameloucs advanced 
upon our army; they rode round and round it, 
without finding any point where an impreſſion might 
be made, and, indeed, without any attempt at it. 

] preſume, 
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I preſume, that, aſtoniſhed at the manner in which 
our columns were drawn up, they were induced to 
put off to a future day the deciſion of their fortune 
and their empire. This affair was trifling enough 

in itſelf, the Mameloucs only loft about 20 men, 
but we reaped a conſiderable advantage from it, 
that of having given an extraordinary idea of our 
tactics to an enemy unacquainted with any; who 
knows of no other ſuperiority in arms than that of 
ſleight and agility; without order or firmneſs, una- 
ble even to march in platoons, advancing in con- 
fuſed groups, and falling upon the enemy in ſud- 8 
den farts of 2 _ ſavage fury. 


” 4 
After the retreat of the Mamelones, we advanc- 
ed upon Cairo, when the deciſive action took place. 
It was, in fine, on the 22d of July, that the army 
found itſelf at'day-break about three leagues from 
= = Cairo, and five from the ſo much celebrated Pyra- 
mids. 4 Here the Mameloucs, commanded by the 
famous Mourad; the moſt powerful of the Beys, 
awaited us: till three in the afternoon the day was 
waſted in ſkirmiſhes; at length the hour arrived! 
our army, flanked on the right by the Pyramids, 
and on the left by the Nile, perceived the enemy 
was making a movement. Two thouſand Mame- |; 
loucs advanced againſt our right, commanded by 
Generals Deſaix and Regnier. Never did l ſee fo 
furious a charge b giving their horſes the rein, they 
L ruſhed 
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ruſhed on the diviſions like a torrent, and puſhed 
in between them. Our ſoldiers, firm and immove- 
able, let them come within ten paces, and then 
began a running fire, accompanied with ſome diſ- 
charges of arallery; in the twinkling of an eye 
more than 150 of them fell, the reſt ſought their 
ſafety in flight. They returned, however, to the 
charge, and were received in the ſame manner. 
Wearied out at length by our reſiſtance, they 
turned, and attacked our leſt wing, to ſee if for- 
tune would there be more favourable to them. ht 


The ſucceſs of our right encouraged Bonaparte, 
The Mameloucs had thrown up a haſty entrench- 
ment in the village of Embabet, on the left bank 
of the Nile, in which they had placed thirty pieces 
of cannon, with their valets, and a ſmal} number 
of Janizaries to defend the approaches-—this en- 
trenchment the General gave orders to force; two 
diviſions undertook it, in ſpite of a terrible can- 
nonade. At the inſtant our ſoldiers were rapidly 
advancing towards it, ſix hundred Mameloucs ſal- 
lied from the works, ſurrounded our platoons, and 
endeavoured to cut them down ; but, inſtead of 
ſucceeding, met their own death. Three hundred 
of them dropt on the ſpor; and the reſt, in their 
attempt to eſcape, threw themſelyes into the Nile, 

where they all periſhed. Deſpairing now of any 
ſucceſs, the Mameloucs fled on all ſides; ſet fire 
f | to 
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to their fleet, which ſoon after blew up, and aban- 
doned their camp to us, with more than four N 
dred camels loaded with baggage. — 


| Thus ended the day, to the confuſion af an 


enemy wio were poſſeſſed with the belief that 
they ſhould cut us in pieces; and who had boaſted 
that it was as eaſy to cut off the heads of a thouſand 
Frenchmen, as to divide a gourd or a melon.* 


The army marched on that night to Gizeh z the 


refidence of Mourad, the Chief of the Mameloucs. 
The next day we croſſed the Nile in flat-bottomed 
boats, and entered Cairo without reſiſtance. 


Here ends the narrative of our r military opera- 


rions. I propoſe now to give you ſome account of 


the miſeries we underwent in our march, together 
with a brief deſcription of the country we have 
traverſed, and of the inhabitants. 


Let us return to Alexandria. This city bas no- 
thing of its antiquity but the name if there be 


® Boyer ſubjoins that this is an Aſiatic phraſe :—the phraſe may be Aſia tic 


for avght- we know, but the idea we hazard little in-affirming to be Euro- 


pean. It is but changing“ Frenchmen” to the “ ſlaves of deſpots, and 
© cutting off heads“ to . biting the duſt,” and the diſpatches of Bonaparte 
himſelf will furniſh Boyer with a thouſand of thoſe empty flouriſhes. 


F. 


Ut nemo in ſeſe tentat Jeſcendere, nemo; 
Sed præ cedenti ſpectatur magntica tergo ! 
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any other relicks * of it, they remain utterly unre- 
garded and unknown, among a people, who appear 
to be ſcarce conſcious of their own exiſtence. 
Figure to yourſelf a being incapable of feeling, 

taking events juſt as they occur, and furpri ed 
nothing; ho with a pipe in his month, has no 
other occupation than that of ſquatting on his breech 
before his own door, or that of ſome great man, 
and dreaming away the day, without a thought of 
his wife or family. Figure to yourſelf too, a num- 
ber of mothers” ſtrolling about, wrapped up in a 
dirty black rag, and offering to' ſell their children 
to every one they meet; Men half naked, of the 
colour of copper, and of a molt diſguſting. ap- 
pearance, raking in the puddles and kennels like 
hogs, and devouring every thing they find there ; 
houſes twenty feet in height at the moſt, of which 
the roof is flat, the i interior a ſtable, and the exterior 
four mud walls.— Figure to yourlelf all this, 1 fay, 
and you will have a pretty correct idea of the city 
of Alexandria. Add, that around this maſs of 
miſery and horror, lie the ruins of the moſt cele- 

brated city of tlie ancient world, the moſt precious 
monuments of the e a 


ſhaving this city to end the Nile, you croſs. 
A . bare as my . where every three or 


four 
Here are two or three words obliterated in the original; theſe we ha ve 
vemures to gueis at; we know not with what ſucceſs, 


— — 
> 


ORIGINAL LETTERS tog 


four leagues you find a paltry well of brackiſh water. 
Imagine to yourſelf the ſituation of an army ob- 
liged to paſs theſe arid plains, which do not afford 
the ſlighteſt ſhelter againſt the intolerable heat which 
prevails there! The ſoldier, loaded with proviſions, 
finds himſelf, before he has marched an hour, 
overcome by the heat, and the weight of what 
he carries, and throws away every thing that adds 
to his fatigue, without thinking of to- morrow. 
Thirſt attacks him! he has not a drop of water; 
hunger he has not a bit of bread. It was thus 
that amidſt the horrors which this faithful picture 
preſents, we beheld ſeveral of the ſoldiers die of 
thirſt, of hunger, and of heat; others, ſeeing the 
ſufferings. of their comrades, blew out their own 
brains; others threw themſelves, loaded as they 
were, into the Nile, and | aa in the water. 


Every day of our march ende theſe dreadiul 
ſcenes; and, what was never heard of before 
what will ſtagger all belief; the army, during a 
march of ſeventeen days, never taſted bread—the 
ſoldiers lived during the whole of this time on 
gourds, melons, poultry, and ſuch vegetables as 
they found on their route. Such was the food of 
all, from the General to the common ſoldier, — nay, 
the General was often obliged to faſt for eighteen or 
twenty hours, becauſe the privates generally ar- 
riving firſt, plundered the villages of every * | 
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of ſubſiſtence, and frequently reduced him to the 
neceffity of ſatisfying himſelf with the refuſe of 
torts hunger, or of- —_— n x 


It is uſeleſs to en * our drink. We al live 
here under the law of Mahomet, which forbids 


the uſe of wine; but by way of indemnity, allows 
us as much Nile water as we can e 


Shall 1 _ you ſome * of the country be- 
tween the two branches of the Nile? To do this 
properly, I muſt lay before you a topographical 
chart of the covele and direction of the river. 


5 


A 


Two "ent 2 Cairo i it 0 itſelf into 
two branches; one of which falls into the ſea at 
Roſetta; the other at Damietta: the intermediate 
country is called the Delta, and is extremely fertile. 
Along the outer ſides of the two branches, runs a 
flip of cultivated land, broader in ſome places than 
in others, but. no where more than a league: be- 
yond this are the Deſerts, extending on the left to 
Lybia, and on the right to the Red Sea. From 
Roſetta to Cairo, the country is well peopled, and 
produces a good deal of wheat, rice, lentils, &c. 
The villages are crowded together - their conſtruc. 
tion is execrable, being little more than heaps of 
mud trodden into ſome conſiſtency, hollowed out 
within; and * in every feature, the ſnow 


heaps 


* 
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heaps of our children. If you recollect the ſhape 
of thoſe oven-like piles, you have a perfect idea 
of the palaces of the Egyptians ! 


The huſbandmen, comnihly called Fellas, are 
extremely. laborious; they live on little, and in a 


ſtate of filth and degradation that excites horror. 


I have ſeen them ſwallow the reſidue of the water 


which my camels and horſes happened to leave i in 
their Fronts. 


Such a this Egypt, ſo celebrated by travellers 
and hiſtorians! In deſpite, however, of all theſe 
horrors, of the hardſhips we endure, and of the 
miſeries the army is condemned to ſuffer, I am ſtill 


inclined to think that it is a country calculated 


above all others to give us a colony which may be 
productive of the higheſt advantages ;* but for 
this, time and hands are neceſſary. I have ſeen 
enough to be convinced, that it is not with ſoldiers 
that colonies are founded ; above all, with ſuch 
ſoldiers as ours 1 Their language 


(MS. wo) They are terrible in the geld, 


terrible 


There ſpoke a true Frenchman, Every circumſtance proves that 


Egypt is wholly incapable of decoming a profitable colony to France, and 
Boyer himſelf is fully convinced of it; yet, in ſpite of his better koow- 
ledge, he drops the affurance of the fact, and in the fallacious expecta- 
tions of future advantages, conſoles himſelf for preſent diſappointments! 


. 2. 


—? 


* —— — 
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terrible after victory, and, without contradiction, 
the moſt intrepid troops in the world: but they 
are not ſormed for diſtant expeditions. A word 
dropt at random, will diſhearten them— they are 
lazy, capricious, and exceedingly turbulent and 


|lIicentious in their . converfation—they have been 


heard to ſay, as their officers paſſed by, « there go 
the Jack Ketches of the French !” and a thouſand 
other things of the ſame kind. ; 


The cup of bitterneſs is poured out, and I will 
drain it to the dregs. I have on my ſide firmneſs, 
health, and a ſpirit which I truſt will never flag: 
with theſe 1 _ ire to the _— 


I have yet ſaid nothing of Grand Cairo. This 
city, the capital of a kingdom, which, to borrow 
the language of the Savans of the country, has 
no bounds, contains about 400,000 ſouls, Its 
form is that of along ſhaft or tunnel, crowded with 
houſes piled one upon another, without order, diſ- 


tribution, or method of any kind. Its inhabitants, 


like thoſe of Alexandria, are plunged in the moſt 
brutal ignorance, and regard with aſtoniſhment the 
prodigy who is able to read and write: This city, 
however, ſuch as I have. deſcribed i it, is the centre 
of a conſiderable commerce, and the ſpot where 

1 


* Alluding, perhaps, to the maſſicre at Alexandria. 
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the caravans of Mecca and India terminate their 
reſpective journies. (My next will r — ene 
account of theſe aug | 


1 went ts to ſee the tide of the 
Divan, which Bonaparte has formed. It conſiſts 
of nine perſons.* And ſuch a ſight! I was in- 
troduced to nine bearded automatons, dreſſed in 
long robes, and turbans; and whoſe mien and 
appearance altogether, put me; ſtrongly in mind of 
the figures of the twelve apoſtles in my grand- 
father's little Cabinet. 1 ſhall ſay nothing to you 
of their talents, knowledge, genius, wit, &c.— 
this is always a blank chapter in Turkey; No 
where is there to be found ſuch deplorable ignorance 
as in every part of that country—no where ſuch 


wealth, and no where ſo vile and ſordid a miſuſe of 
the bleſſing. 


Enough of this. 1 have now, 1 think, fulfilled 
my intentions: many topics have been doubtleſs 
overlooked; but*theſe deficiencies will be well 
ſupplied by the diſpatches of General Bonaparte. 


Do not entertain any uneaſineſs on my account. 
I ſuffer, it is true, but the whole army ſuffers 
with me. My baggage has reached me in ſafety; 
1 f I have, 


* See the Iatroduction. 


114 | cori OF 


I a therefore, in; the general diſtreſs, all the 


advantages of fortune. Once tid caſy; ö 
am in good health. 6 | 5k 


Take care of your abs in leſs than a year 
1 hope to have the happineſs of embracing you. 
I know how to appreciate that happiness i in advance, 
as I will one day ſhew you. | | 


* 


4 Gvitiracs my ſiſters with the ſincereſt ation 
anda am with r . | | 


Your ml obedicat ſon, 


* 


Bork. 
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No. XXIII. | 


Grand Cairo, July 29. 


Dvevis, General of Brigade, &c. to his friend Carlo. 


Ox land as on ſea, in Europe as in Africa, Iam 
doomed to be on thorns; Ves, my friend, on our 
arrival at Malta I went to take poſſeſſion of it, and 
to aboliſh the Order: on our arriyal at Alexandria, 
and ſtorming i it, I was made Governor of the place. 
At preſent, after a moſt painful march of twenty 
days, we are arrived at Grand Cairo, not indeed, 
without beating the Mameloucs, en paſſant; that is 
to ſay, putting them to fight, for they are not worth 
our anger. | 


Here I am, then, my friend, graced with a new 
dignity ; which I could not refuſe, ſince it was no 
leſs than the government of Cairo; a dignity much 

5 I 2 | too 


* This is the ſtrangeſt letter we ever met with. It is an incoberent 
rhapſody, which, if the author was ſober when he wrote it, proves him to 
be a ſiugular compound of madneſs and folly. Such as he is, however, 
we ſee Bonaparte ſelecting him for the Governor of Grand Cairo! Yet 
on farther conſideration, we do not think the General much leſs happy than 
uſual in his choice; for a wiſe man would not have accepted the poſt; 
and 2 ſane n an could not have held it “ 7s the pure, 


8 
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too fine for me to refuſe, when offered by Bona- 
parte. 


The conduct of the Brigade at the affair of the 
Pyramids is unique. It cut to pieces, itſelf, 4000 
of the Mamelouc cavalry, took a battery of forty 
pieces of cannon, all their intrenchments, their 
colours, their magnificent horſes, and their rich 
baggage= ſince there is not a ſingle ſoldier who has 
not 100 louis d'ors, without exaggeration ; and ma- 

ny Of WW 50. 50 


In fine, my dear friend,” I occupy at preſent the 

' fineſt ſeraglio in Cairo; that of the favourite Sul- 
tana of Ibrahim Bey, Sultan of Egypt. 1 occupy 
this charming palace, and l reſpect, in the midſt of 
his nymphs, the promiſe which I made my dear 
gitl in Europe No; I have not yet been guilty 
of one act of infidelity towards her, and I hope, 
yes, 1 ſtil hope to hold out. ; 

This is a moſt 1 place. The ſtreets are 
filthy and peſtilential ; and the inhabitants hideous 
and brutified. I toil like a horſe, and yet I can- 

not 


* Dupuis has repeated this. contemptible falmocd, which bas found its 
i way to Paris. Our troops,“ ſays he, “ roll ia gold, and are all mounted 
; on huge aſſes, which gallop wentre à terre I!“ This looks as if the Ma- 
meloucs had reſerved, as uſual, the horſcs for themſelves; which will be 
"found, we imagine, to be pyetty ucarly the caſe, I he reſt of the letter is 
too abſurd for notice. 55 a 


— 
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| not find my way through this immenſe chaos, far 


more extenſive than Paris; but Heavens! how dif- 
ferent O how I long to get back to Liguria. 


Yes, my dear fellow, though I enjoy myſelf to- 
lerably well, and want for nothing—yet where are 
my friends? where is the worthy Marina? I weep 
like a child-at our ſeparation : but I hope that I 
ſhall ſoon be with her—yes, ſoon, for I am m d—nably 
* of every deiy here. | 


Or march aroſs the Deſert, and our battles, coſt 
us very few men. The army is in good health, 
and about to be new clothed. I do not know 
whether I ſhall go to Syria or not; we are all ready. 
I had the misfortune to loſe my (word illegible) at 
the ſtorming of Alexandria, 


Let me hear from you, I beg. Finally, judge 
of the paltroonry of this great people of whom we 
have heard ſo much. I took poſſeſſion of this im- 
menſe city on the 23d of this month, with only 
two companies of grenadiers. It has more than 
$00,099 inhabitants, 


Adieu, my dear friend, I embrace Marcellin a 
thouſand times, his mother, his father, his papa 
Carlo, and-all friends, and believe me till death tne 


molt devoted of your friends. 
C. Dvpvis. 


I write 


irs | - CoOPiES or 


I write by this courier to Pijon, and Spinola— 
tell Pijon that he was in high luck to be baniſhed ;* 
would to God that I had been fo too! TI embrace 
him and his family. My regard to poor Pietro. 


3 


I embrace Honorio, your brother, and your 
uncle, . 


we know nothing of Geste AY From hit 5840 he Ap bear- 

to be a Genoeſe ; but from his name and his mode of thinking; 4 French 

man. He is in ecſtacy at his good fortune, and Jonging to be rid of it! 

| Proud of the Government of Cairo; and wiſhing he had been hanged, or 

baniſhed, before he went on the expedition which conferred it on him 1 He 

ſeems toveaſos tomsewhat it the manner of Sancho—# To be ſure, a Go- 

« vernor is a great man; but, if this is to be a Governor of Batataria, [ 
„ would rather have ſaid a at. t home, an kept oak“ 


— 
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No. XXIV. 


e July 29. 


| Li | 2a, Commi/ſary of the Marine, to Admiral Bzvevs. 


| CITIZEN: ADMIRAL, ©: 


1 obedience to the orders of General Kleber, an 


agent for military ſupplies is about to ſet out for 
Roſetta, I ſhall furniſh him with a letter for Citi - 
zen Jaubert, who will take meaſures for preventing 
the purchaſes made for the fleet, and thoſe for the 
army, either here or at Roſetta, from occaſioning a 


competition in the markets, which wil be injurious 


to both. 


The Board of Health has appointed Citizen Fer- 
rière to the hoſpital at Aboukir. He will wait 
on you for orders. 


Captain De la Rue writes to me in the moſt 
preſſing manner, from Roſetta, for ſcherms (light- 
ers). It is with the utmoſt difficulty that I have 
been able to colle& five to ſend you—we are now 
engaged in looking out for a ſixth. 


I preſume 


9 120 renne a 


I preſume that the capture of Cairo will facilitate 
our communications but, at all events, the ſup- 
plying the fleet with proviſions and water, the for- 
warding the baggage of the army, the correſpon- 
dence with Roſetta, the neceſſity of going to pro- 
cure water for Alexandria, which in a ſhort time 


will be in want of it“ —all theſe urgent calls in- 


duce me to propoſe to you to diſpatch one of the 
ſnips of war to ne, to collect as many 
| ſcherms 


"7 "8 8 


® ** Proofs riſe on prosfs ] We mentioned in our obſervation on — | 


ry 's letter, (No. XII.) that, the troops and trapſport veſſels at &lexandria, 
would ſhortly experience a ſcarcity of proviſions. © We now find that a worſe 
evil ſtill awaited them; for ſo long fiace as the beginning of Auguſty they 


were obliged to draw their ſupplies of water from Roſetta |! It is true that | 


the riſe of the Nile towards the end of that month, would probably 0 
them with a precarious ſupply—but, on the other hand, as the canal was 
entirely in the poſſeſſſon of the Arabs, and as it never brought water enough 
to fill half the ciſterns of the city, we my reaſonably ects whether they 
derived much advantage from it. 


Add to this, that the population of the city, which was always (that is 


in modern times) ſcantily ſupplied with this indiſpenſable article, is about 
eight thouſand, the French ſay ten ; now the garriſon, the tranſports, and 
the ſhips of war there, muſt make an addition to it of twelve thouſand at 
leaſt : ſo that placing every thing in the moſt "favourable light, it is im- 
poſſible but that the want of water muſt by this time be moſt ſeriouſly felt; 

an,cvil the more alarming, as not a drop can now: be R from 
Roſettg. 


We may be accuſed of beiag 200 ſanguine, but as we reaſon from facts, 
and not from a vague reliance on we know not on what reſources, to be 
found, in the good genius of Bonaparte, we ſhall be little affected by the 
charge - while we give it as our fixed opinion, that the ſhipping at Alex- 
andria (putting all attacks upon it out of the queſtion, will ſoon be driven, 
by its wants, to attempt an eſcape which muſt be fatal to a great part of 
it, or to an unconditional ſurrender, 


bt 
E 
1 
2 2 
3 
2 
0 
. 
1 2 
4 ö 
* 
e 


: 


/ 
ORIGYHNAL LEPTERS, 121 


ſcherms as poſſible, and bring them round to Ro- 
ſetta, where they may be ꝑut under the command 
of Citizen de la Rue, and diſtributed in. to 
"—_ en | 


The ſituation of the fick,- and the means of 
taking care of them, are not yet preciſcly ſuch as 
to enable me to diſpenſe with requeſting you to 
order all the ſick of your ſquadron to be put on 
ſhore in future at Roſetta. The difficulty of refit- 
ting at this port has, hitherto, retarded the failing 
af the Madonna della N —; but you ſhall have 
her one of theſe days. . | 


Health and reſpe&t, 
LE Rory. 


P. S. What an ;nfinity of pains, Citizen Admi- 
ral, for the moſt trifling thing! The ſucceſs of 
the Commander in Chief will ſoon, I hope, alle- 
viate or remove all our difficulties. 


General Kleber repeats his requeſt to you, to let 
him know if you cannot contrive to ſend his packets 
by the firſt veſſel which you diſpatch to France. 
The General alſo deſires you to ſend an officer to 
Koſetta, to overlook the taking on board the water 

| | for 
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| for Alexandria; and the embarkation of the bag- 
gage of the cavalry on the Nile. 


Here is the outline of a plan which I have drawn 
up for the purpoſe, by the aſſiſtance of the worthy 
Guien; a man whoſe friendſhip I owe to your re- 
commendation—for which I can never be nies. 
ently thankful, 


* To convey all the fcherms of Damietta to 
Roſetta, where in conjunction with thoſe at Alex- 
andria, they ſhall be appropriated-to the excluſive | 
ſervice of the ſquadron, and of this port. 


2. The Macks ſhall ſerye as tranſports to, con- 
vey the paſſengers to Cairo, as well as the baggage 
of the army. | 


3. The Caifſes ſhall ſupply the place of ſloops, 
whenever a ſufficient number of tartanes cannot be 


4- To employ between this place and Bequier, 
and between Bequier and Roſetta, as many tartanes 
as poſſible, with latin ſails, and drawing little water, 

Health and reſpect. 


LE Rory. 


as 2 
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No. XXV.“ 


Raſetta, Aaguſt ih. 


Duval, Ein 2 of War, to ho Citizen Taz1rien, Agent. 
for the Hoſpitals, &c., 


* 


IS it not a wonderful thing, Citizen, that for near 
a 1nonth, during which the hoſpital has now been 
eſtabliſhed at Roſetta, you ſhould have neglected it 
to a degree which is abſolutely unpardonable ? No 
ſtraw beds, no chamber utenſils, no medicines, no 
linen for dreſſings; in a word, a total want of every 
thing, and the ſick in a ſtate of the utmoſt diſtreſs, 


Lou will hardly allege, I fancy, that you are with- 
out means — for in the firſt place, you have ſo much 
a decade to ſupply all the wants of the ſervice ; and, 
in the ſecond, you have the tranſport No. 47, which 
has on board neceſſaries of every kind for an hoſ- 

pital 
® This letter was written on the morning of the firſt of Auguſt, previ- 
ous to the engagement ; it furniſhes, as the reader ſees, another inſtance of 


the regard to truth which Bonaparte diſplays iu his public diſpatches, 


We have not a man ſick,” ſays this veracious Chief, in which he is fol- 
lowed as uſual by Betthier : and yet we find 400 periſhing for want of ne- 
ceſſaries at Roſetta! a place reached with little fatigue, entered without 
ſtriking a blow, kept with no other precautions than a ſtrict police, and 
ſuppoſed to be the healthieſt ſpot in Egypt! 
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pital of more than a thouſand fick ; add to theſe, 
the general magazine which is eſtabliſhed at Alex- 
andria. 


I ſummon you then, Citizen, on your reſponſi- 
bility, to ſend me, without the ſmalleſt delay, every 


thing neceſſary, linen, &c. as well as medicines, 


for an Te of four hundred fick. 


I will take care to give an account t of your ne- 


gligence to the Firſt Commiſlary ; as well as'to the 


Commander in Chief; and eſpecially if you ſhew | 


the leaſt remiſſneſs in ſending 1 me what I write for. 


F T3 b*=y4 1 


Health. | 


Duval. 
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Reſetta, Auguſt 4th, 


I KNOW. not, my dear girl, if thou haſt received 
any of my letters. Since I leſt France, I have 
written to thee, once from Baſtia, twice from Malta, 


and once from Alexandria, We have been here 


-near a week, waiting for an opportunity to proceed 
to Cairo; for it is dangerous to aſcend the Nile 
without an eſcort. In our paſſage we had the good 
fortune to eſcape the Engliſh, who are ſtill in theſe 


parts. 


Before thou canſt receive this letter, the defeat 
of our fleet by the Engliſh will be known in France. 
We are all here in the moſt dreadful conſternation : 
I can give thee no details, becauſe we are not yet 
fully acquainted with them ourſelves; what is, un- 
happily, too well known is, that the ſuperb veſſel 
the Z'Orient blew up during the engagement. 
Placed on an eminence which overlooked the fea, 
we were witneſſes of this horrible ſpectacle. The 
combat laſted more than twenty-four hours; the 
-Engliſh muſt have ſuffered greatly. We are ſtill 
ignorant how many veſſels we have loft; and I 


venture to hope that the diſaſtrous reports in cir- 
culation 


26 orie or: 


culation will not be confirmed. Admiral Brueys 
was killed, as was 3 and a number of other 
_ officers. FEW 


Ie is not in the feſt moments that we ſhould form 
a judgment on the cauſes of a calamity ſo diſtreſſing 
to every good Frenchman. - On the contrary, we 
ſhould anxioufly endeavour to check that calumny# 
which en, Grasse Nr nor * — 1 of 
rern e res 1 Nan 


Wich spec to-mpſelk, 1 bear as hee? but 
be not e acber dafe or prudent, to pronounce 
> ok e Nes: UB -amidft 


n Nen n $115 nunmal, 
we ſee * this that the 8 3 was already become the 
object of malevolence. It refleQts ſome credit on Tallien, that be 151 not 
- join in the cry ſo unjuſtly raiſed againſt him; and, indeed, though we have 
no great reſpect for, Tallien, ho has ever been a man of turbulente and 
blood, we cannot but confeſs, that this and the following letter, ſet not 
only his Eats, but his ſocial jy vt in a very amiable and reſpeQta- 
ble light. 33 een n s 


a The cant of ans we may be allowed to diſcredit. We 
have heard of the ſa me language from /eyery one of the numerous dema- 
gogues who have deſola ted France. The inſtant their power is eſtabliſhed, 
their regard for their country knows no bounds: all further change is de- 
precated, and, if “an ambitious chief ſhould ariſe,”* they are as deter- 
mined as Tallien himſelf, to protect her, that; is, theqaſelves, againſt bim. 
They fail, however, and make way for others, who, with the ſame pro- 
feflions of patriotiſm, are deſtioyed in their er and thus the wheel 


of fortune gdes round!“ 


Tallien's party is now at the head of affairs; this is an excellent reaſon 
for him to wiſh to be quiet: the holy work of inſurreRion”” loſes all its 
ſanQity when employed againſt the ſucceſsful tyrants of the day; and they 
hate to be plagued by the bloody laſtructions which they have taught.“ 
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amidſt the tumult of the paſſians. We depart to- 
morrow for Cairo, and ſhall be the firſt to announce 
this afflicting ne ws to Bonaparte; who I hope will 
know how to appreciate his ſituation, and bear this 
firſt reverſe of fortune with firmneſs. I frankly 
declare that I am not quite ſo tranquil with regard 
to the effect this news may have in France; I ſee 
already the enemies of Bonaparte and of the Di- 
rector * his friend; ſallying forth Fomholy roweds, 
1 — 3 ageialt ee 


Paſt fevvices-wil be Wm and every one 
will aſſume the merit of having foreſeen what has 
Happened. The parties, the half-extinguiſhed fac- 
tions, will re-invigorate their mutual rage, and our 
unhappy . will _ * _ to kong of uf 
#1 tb wit aces yo, 9, re 9s oe. 1 er 1-21 4% 
As * me, Adee, Tam ne as thou knoweſt, 
much agaĩnſt my will, my ſituation every day be- 
comes more and more irkſome; fince, ſeparated 
from my country, from every thing that is dear 
to me, I cannot foreſee the period when 1 may 
hope to rejoin them: nothing, however, ſhall in- 
duce me to betray my friendſhip and my duty. 
Bonaparte has experienced a reverſe; this is an 
additional reaſon with me, for attaching myſelf 

more 


* Batrras, 
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more firmly to hm and for wilting his fate with 
my own. 


Do not ſuppoſe from this, that I can ever be- 


come the partizan of any faction; the paſt has ſuf- 
ficiently enlightened me on the ſcore of prudence ; 
and if it ſhould happen (which I am very far ſrom 


ſuppoſing) that an ambitious chief ſhould: ariſe, 


aiming to enchain his country, or to turn the arms 


of its defenders againſt its liberty, you ſhould then 
ſee me in the ranks of thoſe who would _ for- 
ward to oppoſe him. b 


Te n git that le how. tonheafe 


my party; but I declare to thee, with the moſt 


perfect openneſs of heart, that I had rather a thou- 


ſand times be with thee and thy daughter, in ſome 


retired corner of the world, far from all the paſſions 


and all the intrigues which agitate mank ind; — and 


I affure thee, that if I ever have the happineſs of 
placing my foot once more on the ſoil of my native 
land, nothing ſhall induce me to quit it again. Of 


the forty thouſand Frenchmen who are here, there 


are not four whoſe determination. on this head is not 
the ſame as my own. | 


Nothing can be more melancholy than the life 
we lead here ; we are in want of every thing. It 
is now five days fince I cloſed my eyes. I lie on 
the bare floor; flies, bugs, ants, gnats, muſquitoes, 

inſects 
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inſects of every kind devour us alive; and twenty 
times a day I regret our charming Cbaumière. Do 
not, my love, diſpoſe of it on any account. 


Adieu, my beſt Thereſia, f my paper is drenched 
with .my tears, The delightful remembrance of 
thy goodneſs, and thy love, the hope of meeting 
thee again, ſtill amiable, ſtill faithful, and of em- 
bracing my dear daughter, are the ole 1 and 
My of the unfortunate | 


oo Tau IEN. 
Let my mother know that I am well. 


I experienced a loſs on our. paſſage. The day 
we left Malta, Bellavoine fell aſleep in ſome tavern, 
and never appeared afterwards. I deſired Regnault 

to forward him to me, if he ſhould happen to light 


on him. Minerva Is; ſtill with me, and is very 
well. 


his is the name which Tallien has given to a houſe he poſſeſſes in the 
neighbourhood of Paris ; and which, like the Thatched, Houſe in St. 


James Street, is any thing but what i it proteſſes to be. Chaumitre means 
a thatched hut or cottage. 


-.+ His wife, Thereſia Cabarras. 


K 
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No. XXVII. 


Roſetta, Auguſt 4th. 


Th Citizen BAR AB, Member of the Executive Directory of 
France, at Paris. 


Is my laſt, dated from Alexandira, I had only, 
dear Director, to ſpeak to thee of the ſucceſs of 
the Republican arms. At preſent, I have a much 
more painful taſk. The Directory is, doubtleſs, 
informed ere this of the unfortunate iſſue of our: 
naval engagement with wm Engliſh. 45 8h 


l ſeveral hours we flattered ourſelves with: 
| the hopes of being victors, but the blowing up of 
the POrient, threw the whole ſquadron into con- 
fuſion. The Engliſh themſelves allow that all our 
ſhips fought well ;—many of their veſſels are diſ- 
maſted, but our ſquadron is almoſt totally deſtroyed, 
Thou art ſufficiently: acquainted with my diſpoſi- 
tion to be aſſured that I ſhall never become the 
echo of that calumny which is already anxiouſly 
buſied in giving welcome to the moſt abſurd au- 
mours. I hear every thing, and ſay nothing 
the affair is yet too recent to pronounce on it. 


Conſternation: 


ORIGINAL LEUTERS, n 


Conſternation has overwhelmed us all. I ſet out 
to-morrow for Cairo, to carry the news to Bona- 
parte. It will ſhock him ſo much the more, as he 
had not the leaſt idea of its happening: He will 
doubtleſs find reſources in himſelf—if not to repair 


a loſs of ſuch magnitude, yet at leaſt to prevent 


the diſaſter from becoming fatal to the army which 
he commands. 


With reſpe& to myſelf, this dreadful event has 
reſtored me all my courage. I feel that the mo- 
ment_is now come when it is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to unite all our efforts to enable us to 
triumph over the numerous obſtacles which deſ- 
tiny, or maleyolence, will not fail to fling in our 
way. 


Pray Heaven this diſaſtrous news produce no 
bad effect at Paris! I am, I confeſs, exceedingly 
uneaſy about it—though I have ſtill ſome confi- 
dence in the Genius of the Republic; who has 
hitherto ſo conſtantly befriended us. 


Adieu, my dear Barras. I ſhall write to thee 
from Cairo, where I expect to be in four days. 


TALLIEN. 
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1 have ſeen thy couſin here—he is not well; 
the climate does not agree with him. There are 


not many ſick in the army, however; although 
the heat is exceſſive, and the men are expoſed to 


Privations of i ge kind. 


„Vetter from 8 ain us car: two fail 
of the line, and two frigates, made their eſcape. 


The Engliſh are till off Aboukir: they appear 
to have kiffered very much. A glimmering of 
* ſtill remains: may it not wan thee the reſt” 


/ 
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No. XXVIII. 
Head Qgyarters, Reſetta, Aug. 4. 
Aid de. Canp Lovzs, fo Citizen KIEIER, General of Nestes 


Fry Fit een 81h 1 


MY GENERAL, 


I ARRIVED here yeſterday morning at 7 o'clock, 
without any accident: inſtead of following the reſt 
of the flotilla, we took a good offing—which an- 
ſwered extremely well. About two in the morning 
we were in fight of an Engliſh frigate,* who cer- 
tainly did not perceive us, or, at leaſt, did not 
condeſcend to take any notice of us. 


General Menou had not yet been informed of 
our unhappy diſaſters. He expreſſed a great deal 
of uneaſineſs to me for the fate of a convoy of light 
artillery, conſiſting of 11 pieces, with carriages, 
ſponges, &c. and a prodigious nir of maſduet 
cartridges. 


Many days have already elapſed ſince this con- 
yoy was diſpatched from Alexandria. Not being 


able to get over the bar of the Nile, it had come 
to 


— 


This is incorrect. Lord Nelſon bad no frigate with him at thi time ; 
dor indeed till two or three days afterwards, 
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to anchor at Aboukir, where every thing was to 
be put on board the light veſſels of the country. 
Nothing, however, has yet been diſembarked of all 
this cannon, ammunition, &c. except two eight- 
pounders. The reſt is expoſed to the ſeizure of the 
enemy, if it is not already 1 in their poſſeſſion. Citi- 
zen Dumanoir can give you ſome information on 
this ſubject: a detachment of troops may not yet be 


too late, perhaps, to preſerve a convoy ſo peceſſar 
to che ſervice. 


= cannot conceive what motive could induce 
Admiral Brueys to ſet the Cheriff at liberty, the 
night 


® ot this Cheriff we ſind the following account in a let tter from Alexandria. 
1 Bonaparte endeavoured to gain the confidence and friendſhip of the 
Cheriff; he decorated him with the tri-coloured ſcarf, and in every inſtance 
paid him the moſt diſtinguiſhed attention. The Cheriff, laying his hand on 
his breaſt, took Allah to witneſs that he would be eratefol. But General 
Kleber ſoon ſound that the traitor maintained a ſecret correſpondence with 
the Mameloucs. He therefore ordered him into confinement on board the 
L. Orient; from wheace he was ous on ſhore a little before the cataſtrophe,” 


The meaning of all this is— that Brueys, Ws was not in the ſecret, 
thought the innocence of this man a ſufficient reaſon for ſetting him at liber- 
ty. We ſincerely wiſh that the reſt (the children of the moſt reſpectable 
families, who were barbarouſly torn from their parents, as hoſtages, by the 
unfeeling Bonaparte“ Ponaparte exigea pour ot3ger, les enfans les plas 
«« apparens du pays“ —is the expreſſion of the letter)— may have been 
diſmiſſed at the ſame time ; ; but we fear 4 all ee in the exploſion of 
the L'Orient. 


For the reſt ; this-{&tter confirms the account of the horrid maſſacre men- 
tioned by Boyer (No. XXII) “ Tout ce qui refiſtoit a mordu la pouſſiere, 
«et nos ſoldats brülant de venger la mort de leurs compignons d'armet, 
* ONT IMPITOY ABLEMENT PASSE AU FIT DE L"BPEE, LES RESTS Ds Turce 
© is' ron r REFUGIES DANS UNB Mosa.“ 
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night of the engagement. I took it for granted that 


he had been ſome how or other releaſed by that 


event—but no ſuch thing: he was ſent here, I find, 
and had been walking about the town for ſeveral 
hours, during the abſence of General Menou: on 
his return, however, the General ſent him on board 
an advice boat, where he remains in cuſtody. - I am 
very ſorry that you did not furniſh me with the 
whole of your correſpondence, that I might have 
laid before the Commander in-Chief, the more than 
ſuſpicious conduct of this Cheriff. As 1 am ac- 
quainted, however, with the principal reaſons which 
induced you to remove him from Alexandria, I will 
mention them to General Bonaparte. 


Our communications by the Nile are not yet 
quite fafe, General Menou is arming an advice 
boat to take me to Cairo. I ſhould have fet out to- 
day, but for the news from the army which has juſt 
reached him. An Adjutant General is this moment 
arrived from Cairo: he brings an official detail of 
the march of our army, and of the combats it has 
ſuſtained ; orders to ſome of the troops here to join 
without delay, and ſyſtems of organization for the 
country. For the reſt, all is tranquil. Your divi- 
ſion is at Boulac, The chief of battalion, Goyne 


of the 25th, tells me that it is far from being pleaſed / 
with your ® r- - -, and that it regrets exceedingly | 


that you are not at its head. 


The 


* Repreſentative, He means Dugua.—See Damas's letter to Kleber, 
p. 78. 
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The diviſions of Deſaix and Bon are the only 
ones that ſeem to have been in action. You ſee 
J from the diſpatches that our loſs'is trifling. 


General Menou is about a treaty of pacification, 
and even of alliance with ſome of the Chiefs of the 
tribes. He has hopes of bringing over the tribe 
from which General Damas ſuffered ſo muc 
One of the ſubordinate chiefs has already made 
peace, and had a place of encampment aſſigned him. 
He has juſt been here to know the General's plea- 
ſure would to Heaven theſe converſtohs may in- 
creaſe 1* | 


To- marrow morning I ſhall ſet out with the Che- 
rf, and a great number of our people, who are 
quartered here. It will take us four days to reach 
Cairo, and perhaps as many to return, on account 
of the winds. © Do not, therefore, look for me, my 

nf _ 


E Rn men will catch at ſtraws, We do not, therefore, wonder to 

ſee the ſenſible Loyer flattering himſelf with the £55 of advantages t6 be | 

derived from the converſions?” of the Arabs, notwithſtanding he muſt - 
have ſeen their fallaciouſneſs®, Bonaparte had ſome time before, not only 

converted, but even aſſociated thouſands of them to his army; lo, at leaſt, 

he ſays, and ſo all France repeats after him. And what were the important 

advantages derived from it > Hatred, and immediate deſertion. —[ ſhort, 

(for we are vowilling to dwell on a ſubje& ſo obvious to every man of com- 

mon information) every hope of maintaining an alliance with ſuch a * 

is More abſurd than the day -· dreams of a * 
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dear General, in leſs than ten or twelve days.* I 
will uſe all poſſible diligence ro rejoin you ſpeedily. 1 
1] hope to be the bearer of good news news which | 
will remove you from Alexandria and its deſerts, to _— 
the banks of the Nile—the Elyſium of Egypt. 


— 


Your devoted Aid-de-Camp, 
LovysR. 


The official diſpatches of the marine on the ca- 
lamitous event of the 2d, have juſt been remitted” | 
to General Menou. I ſhall take them with me. | 


* Loyer did not come back quite ſo ſoon as he expected. It took him wes 
eleven days, only to reach Bonaparte, whom he met returning from an un- 
ſucceſsful attempt to rod the caravan: for this we can confidently aſſure our 
readers, was the true purport of the general's boaſted expedition towards 
Syria, 


— 


He had with him, as be ſays himſelf moſt of the Staff: officers, with the 
diviſions of Regnier, Lannes, and Dugua.—All theſe, however, were com- 
pletely baffled, by the gallantry and fkill of Ibrahim Bey, and finally com- 
pelled to retreat with great loſs towards Cairo, without accompliſhing any 7 
part of their object! One regiment of grenadiers was nearly cut to pieces. 1 
—So much for the conqueſt of Syria, ſo triumphantly announced, and fo i 
gravely commented upon in the oppoſition pape re | 
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Roſetta, Auguſt 4th. 
1 


J. Me vou, General Diviſion, to General KLEBER. 


WII a calamity, my dear General, has 
befallen our fleet! It is dreadful in the extreme: 
but we muſt take heart, and riſe ſuperior t to our 
misfortunes ! 


T ſhall diſpatch your Aid-de-Camp + to-morrow 
morning, together with the Commiſlary, in an ad- 
vice-boat to Cairo. I have had no details from 
Aboukir.} Not having any cavalry with me, I 
cannot diſpatch a meſſenger over land; and the 
furf at the mouth of the river is ſo violenr, that 
it is with the utmoſt difficulty and danger we can 


pals it. 9 
I have 


* Menou was wounded at the attack on Alexandria, and left in conſe- 
quence of it, with the command of Roſetta, The French reckon him one 
of their beſt officers, | 


+ Loyer. See the preceding letter, 


1 They muſt have arrived foon after this letter was finiſhed : for Loyer's, 
which is dated the ſame day, ſays, they had then 8 him, and that he 
was to take them with him to Bonaparte. 


Menou had a conſiderable number of horſe at Roſetta, and yet he did 
not think them ſufficient to eſcort a courier to the fort of Aboukir, garri- 
| * {oned 


- 
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I have ftill ſome faint hopes that all is not loſt. 

If you have any intelligence of the tartanes; and 

other veſſels, which had on board the artillery, 

cartridges, and other neceſſaries of the army, I beg 

- you to communicate it to me; for we are in ex- 
treme want of them all here, and at Cairo. 


If you could alſo, without riſk, ſend round the 
baggage of the army, it would be of the greateſt 
conſequence, as it might then be forwarded to 
head-quarters. 


Finally, my dear General, let me hear from 
you—1 am anxious to know every Circumſtance re- 
lative, as well to you, as to the ruins of our fleet. 
I am about to ſend you a courier, which is juſt 
arrived from the Commander in Chief; he has 
diſpatches for you. Every thing is tolerably tran- 
quil here ; but we are obliged to keep a good 
look out. 


J have again arreſted Coraim,F who had been 
rel:aſed on board the L'Orient, and ſent on ſhore. 
I ſhall 


- —— — 2 I 


ſoned by Frenchmen, and not more than eight or ten miles from the 
town! Can our readers wiſh for a more convincing proof of the ſtate of 
ſ-curity in which the French live in Egypt, or of the complete pollefſion 
which they ſo truly declare in their official papers, they now have of the 
country 2 TER | 


+ The Cheri mentioned in Loyer's letter, 


—  —  _— — 3 3 + = n 
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I ſhall ſend him to Cairo to-morrow, under a ſtrong 


_ eſcort. Is it true that you are thinking of ſending 


me Demui? His troop will be extremely ſer- 


viceable to me, if you have no occaſion for it at 


Alexandria. Health and friendſhip, my dear Ge- 
neral. Let me hear from you; for God's fake, 
4 me hear from you. 


J. MExovu. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


'No- XXX. 


Riſata, Auxaf 4b. 


E. PovssreLo vr, Controller of the Expencts of the Army 
the Bop, and Adminiſtrator” Geral wh the ' Filiawcts. 


- 7 


E have Juſt been witneſſes, © 17 dear girl, of 
the moſt bloody and unfortunate naval action that 
has been fought for many ages. We do not yet 
know all the circumſtances of it, but thoſe that 
we do know, are horrible. 


; The 


This man was originally a merchant of Marſeilles z/ but having a 
talent for i intrigue, he was ſeleQed by the Directory, who had frequently 
'Profited by his ingenuity, to corrupt and revolutionize the knights of Malta. 
How well he ſucceeded, the recent ſurrender of at and declares but tos 
; "plainly, _ He had, however, made himſelf too obnoxious to the Malteſe to 
think of remaining there, and Bonaparte who, as the Cardinal Aatici 
"ſomewhere 'obſerves, © We how to diſtinguiſh,” advanced lim, in re- 
turn for his eminent ſervices, to the lucrative poſt in which we now find him. 


"He is evidently a very able man: ind hit letter which we' now lay before 
the reader, is one of the moſt ſurpriſing inſtances of accuracy of obſerva- 
tion, and fidelity of defeription, that we ever remember to have met with. 
Ttt has been ſhewn to many of our officers who were in the engagement; 
and they unanimouſly concur in regarding it as a very etraordinary pro- 


duction. 


| 1t hould be mentioned'to the farther eredit of Poußzelgue that he could 
at no time have been nearer than ſeven tiles to the ſcenes which he wt Core 
'reQly and minutely deſcribes, 
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The French fleet, compoſed of thirteen fail of 
the line, of which one was a three decker of 120 
guns, and three of 80, was moored in the incom- 
modious bay of Aboukir ; the only ſtation to be 
found on the coaſt of Egypt. For the laſt week 
ſeveral Engliſh frigates had frequently reconnoitered 
the poſition of our fleet ; ſo that it was in conſtant 
expectation of being attacked. From Aboukir to 
Roſetta, in a ſtraight line, is about ten miles; ſo 
that from the heights of this latter place our ſhips 
ere plainly diſcernible. | 


The 1ſt of this month, at half after five in the 
evening, we heard the report of. ſeveral guns: this 
was the commencement of the action. We im- 
mediately got upon the roofs of the higheſt houſes, 
and on the little eminences, and clearly diſtinguiſhed 
ten Engliſh veſſels; the others were not yet in 
ſight. The firing was exceedingly briſk till a quar- 
ter after nine, when we perceived, by favour of 
the night, a prodigious light, which ſufficiently an- 
nounced to us, that ſome veſſel was in flames—at 
this moment the fire was briſker than ever. At 
ten o'clock, the veſſel which was burning, blew up 
with a moſt tremendous noiſe, which was heard as 
plainly at Roſetta, as the exploſion of Grenelle at 
Paris. This accident was ſucceeded by a pitchy 
darkneſs, and a moſt profound filence, which con- 
tinued for about ten minutes. The time that 
elapſed 
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elapſed between our ſeeing and hearing the explo- 
ſion was two minutes. The firing now began again, 
and continued, without iritermifſion, till three in 
the morning: it then grew very faint till five, when 
it recommenced with more fury than ever. 


I now took my ſtand on a tower called Aboul- 
Mandour, about a mile from Roſetta, from whence 
J had a clear and diſtinct view of the whole engage- 


ment. At eight in the morning, I perceived a 


veſſel on fire; about half an hour after, another, 
which did not appear to me to have been on fire 
before, ſuddenly blew up; its exploſion was as 
dreadful as that of the preceding evening. The 
veſſel which was burning removed further from 
the ſhore, the flames inſenſibly diminiſhed, and it 
appeared to us, that the crew had ſucceeded in ex- 
tinguiſhing them altogether. 


During this time, cke conteſt raged with re- 


doubled fury: a large veſſel, with all her maſts 
carried away, got on ſhore. Several others ap- 
peared totally diſmaſted; but the two fleets were 
ſo intermixed, that we could not diſtinguiſh whether 


they were French or Engliſh; nor poſſibly make 


- out which ſide had the advantage. The firing con- 
tinued as warm as ever, till two in the afternoon 
of the 2d; at which period, two fail of the line, 
and two frigates, cut their cables, and made ſail 
to 
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to the oaſtward with all the canvas they could carry. 

Theſe veſſels we clearly diftinguiſhed by their 
colours to be French. No other veſſel ſtirred, 
auch the firing ceaſed. 


About ſix in the evening I returned to the tower 
of . Aboul-Mandour, to reconnoitre the poſition of 
the two ſquadrons : it was the ſame as when I left 
it. The four veſſels under weigh were off the 
mouth of the Nile. We knew not what to think 
of ĩt. Twenty - ſour hours were paſt, and not a 
Dub arrived to give us any information. To pro- 
cure any ourſelves was impoſſible; by land, on 
account of the Arabs, who were aſſembled between 
Roſetta and Aboukir ;-+and: by ſea, on account of 
«the diffioulty of paſſing the bar, and the ſwell at the 


mouth of the Nile. 


Thou mayeſt judge of our impatience and per- 


- -plexity. We drew a very unfavourable augury 
_ &from this ſilence: we were compelled however, 


to remain in thisiſtate-of uncertainty, all the night 
df the 2d. At length, on the morning of the 3d, 
a boat, which had ſlipped out in the night from 
Alexandria, brought us ſome details; but of a 
moſt melancholy nature. They told us that ſome 
offfioers of the French fleet, who had eſcaped in 
- ſſaallop to Alexandria, had reported that ſoon 

2 1 after 


® That which brought General Loyer. SeF his letter, No. XXVIII. 
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after the commencement of the action, Admiral 
Brueys had received three dangerous wounds; one 
on the head, and two in the body; that he ſtil! per- 
ſiſted in remaining on the quarter deck; and that a 
fourth ſhot had cut him in two; that his firſt Captain 
Caſa-Bianca, had been killed at the ſame inſtant, 
by a cannon ball ; that the ſhip was juſt then per- 
ceived to be on fire; that they could not ſucceed 
in putting it out; and that ſhe had finally blown 
up about ten in the evening. They added, that 
our ſquadron was defeated and deſtroyed ; that four 
veſſels only had eſcaped ; and that the reſt were in 
the enemy's hands. 


I returned to the tower, and found every thing 
preciſely as it was the evening before. It was the 
ſame yeſterday, and is ſtill ſo this morning. 


I now preſent you with an exa& view of the 
whole ſcene, as it appeared to us: keeping the 
tower of Aboukir to the left, and directing our eyes 
along the horizon, to the right. 


The 1ſt veſſel diſmaſted, carries Engliſh colours. 


The 2d and 3d in a good condition, colours not 
to be diſtinguiſhed. ' The 4th has loſt a maſt, 


The ;th in good condition; has Engliſh colours. 


1 The 
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The 6th has loſt a top- maſt ; us morning, ſhe 
hoiſted a gib and ſquare fail. 


The 7th has loſt all her top-gallant maſts. 
The Sch has all her maſts by the board. 


The gth ditto ; except her bowſprit, which is 
ſtanding. 


The 10th diſmaſted ; this ph, a ſail was bent 
to her bowſprit. 


The 11th, r2th, and 13th, form a kind of 
groupe, we can only ſee that the three veſſels have 
but ſeven maſts between them. 


The 14th has onay her mizen maſt. 


The 15th has loſt her mizen- top, and top- . 
lant maſts. 


The 16th has all her maſts by the board, 
The 15th has loſt her mizen top-gallant. 
The 18th has loſt her fore and main-malts. 


The 19th, 20th, and 2 iſt, form a groupe, with 
only four maſts ſtanding—all the top-maſts gone. 


The 22d entirely diſmaſted, and on ſhore—has 
Engliſh colours; they are endeavouring to get her 
off, and rig her out with jury-maſts, 


The 


—— 
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The 23d in good condition ; has Engliſh colours, 


The 24th ditto. This is all that I could dif- 
tinguiſh. 


The reſult is, that though the Engliſh are vic- 
torious, they have been very roughly handled : 
this is clear, from their not being able to follow the 
four veſſels that made off on the 2d. 


For two days, all theſe veſſels have remained in- 
active; they lie like logs in the water. 


This morning intelligence is arrived from Alex- 
andria, which confirms our loſſes. Rear Admiral 
Decres is killed, as well as Ducheyla. The Tonnant 
was the laſt ſhip that ſtruck. Du Petit Thouars 
who commanded her, had both his legs carried 
away by a cannon ball. The veſſels that eſcaped 
are the Guillaume Tell and the - - - - -; the 
frigates are the Diana and the Juſtice. They ſay 
that it was the Artémiſe which blew up the morn- 
ing before yeſterday. 


There is much ſtill to be learned reſpecting this 
engagement. The Engliſh Admiral, they tell us, 
has ſent a flag of true to Alexandria, with a requeſt 
that they would receive and take care of the 
wounded, which amount to 1500. He alſo pro- 
poles to ſend the priſoners on ſhore, I have not 
heard what anſwer was returned, 


L 2 | You 
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You will have in France the official relation of 
this event from both parties. I know not what they 
may ſay ; but thou mayſt rely with the utmoſt con- 
fidence on what I have written, becauſe it is what 
I aw. 


Communicate my letter to the female Citizen 
Corancez—this will fave her ſon the trouble of 
writing ; beſides, I have ſet him about ſomething 
elſe. He has already written ſix letters, and has 
not received an anſwer to any of them. I have 
heard nothing of Citizen Mony, whom I have 
appointed Agent at Demanhour. Derances,, who 
has been ill, is quite recovered ; he is with me. 
Martin is well, he has not received a ſingle line 
from his family. I am the only fortunate perſon, 
ſince I have received three letters from thee ſince 
I have been in Egypt; many others have undoubt- 
edly miſcarried, as the Engel have taken ſeveral 
of our couriers, * | 


I have had my portrait painted in profile ſince | ! 
have been here, by Citizen Denou, a ſkilful artiſt. 
They tell me that it is extremely like - but we have 
ſo many Engliſh about us, that I dare not ſend it, 
for fear it ſhould find its way to England, or to 
the bottom of the ſea, How happy ſhould I be to 
bring it to thee myſelf ! Be aſſured that the moment 
I can obtain my diſcharge, which I ſolicit night 

and 
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and day, I will quit this country. No fortune in 
the world ſhall keep me here. I would conſent 
with pleaſure to return to thee, as naked as I was 
born. 3 


For the reſt, my health is extremely good, I 
ſet out for Cairo to-morrow morning, in a hand- 
ſome paſſage-boat, with the military cheſt, the 
Paymaſter-general, two advice-boats, an eſcort of 
250 men, and more than 40 paſſengers. I take 
with me a fine Arabian horſe, which a Cheik here 
made me a preſent of, We go by the Nile. 


Adieu, my dear little girl, love me always well, 
and remember me to all our friends. I embrace 
thee tenderly, as well as my children. 


PovusSIELGUE. 
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No. XXXI. 


Alexandria, Auguſt 23. 


Rear Admiral Gax rA, “ to General Bx ix, Minifter of 
the Marine, and of the Colonies. 


CITIZEN MINISTER, 


OsLice to give you an account of the moſt- 
fatal of diſaſters, it is with piercing and heart-felt 


ſorrow, that I acquit myſelf of this melancholy part 
of my duty. 


Eleven 


* Our laſt was from a ſpeQator on ſhore, We now preſent our readers 
(and we do it with great ſatisfaQion) with a narrative of the engagement, 


from one who was an actor in it; from one who might have ſaid with 
Eneas, 


——quzque ipſe miſerrima vidi, 
1 Et quorum pars magna fui ! 


from Ganteaume, in ſhort, Rear Admiral of the fleet, who was on board 


the L'Orient during the ation—which he deſcribes with the preciſion of a 
ſea man, and the ſeelings of a patriot, 


Theſe diſpatches are addreſſed to Bruix, They are confidential, and ſuch 
as would certainly have never tranſpired, but for the event which threw 
them into our hands. If this correſpondence reach the miniſter of marine 


(which we have no doubt but it Wn) he may ſtil] prot by it, We have 
given it with fidelity, 


We 


2 
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Eleven fail of the line taken, burnt, and loſt for 
France, our beft officers killed and wounded, the 
coaſts of our new colony laid open to the invaſion 
of the enemy; ſuch are the dreadful reſults of an 
engagement which took place on the night of the 
1ſt inſtant, between our fleet and that of the Engliſh 
under the command of Admiral Nelſon, 


From the experience which you have had, Citi- 
zen Miniſter, in our ports during the courſe of this 
war, it will doubtleſs be eaſy for you to judge, 
whether the crews of a fleet ſo haftily fitted out as 


ours, could be reaſonably expected to be well com- 


poſed ; and whether we could hope to find amongſt 
men collected at random as it were, almoſt at the 
very inſtant of our departure, able mariners, and 
ſkilful and experienced cannoneers. The favour- 
able ſeaſon, however, the care and attention of the 
officers, and, perhaps, a certain portion of good 
luck, ſeconded the progreſs of the fleet fo effectu- 
ally, that, together with its convoy, it reached the 


_ coaſt of Egypt without any accident whatever. 


The 


We think theſe two papers give the fulleſt account of the glorious event 
of the firſt of Auguſt, that has yet appeared. It ſhould be obſerved, how- 
ever, that the letters from our fleet were all on board the Leander; and, as 
we have already obſerved, were deſtroyed by her gallant commander, pre- 
vious to ſtriking, -We are not, indeed, without a portion of information on 


the ſubject; but (ill it is flattering to ſee a brave and able officer, (for ſuch 


Ganteaume is,) bearing teſtimony in his official documents, to the ſuperior 
ſkill of our intrepid countrymen, 
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The Admiral has moſt aſſuredly informed you 
that on our arrival at Alexandria, we learned that 
an Engliſh ſquadron of 14 fail had been there three 
days before us. It would have been the moſt pru- 
dent ſtep perhaps, to have quitted the coaſt the mo- 
ment the deſcent had been effected ; but the Ad- 
miral, who waited for the orders“ of the Comman- 
der in Chief, whoſe army naturally derived a great 
degree of confidence from the preſence of the ſqua- 
dron, did not think himſelf juſtified in quitting the 
coaſt, but took, on the contrary, a ſtrong poſition in 
the anchoring ground of Bequiers. 


| This road by its proximity to Roſetta, enabled 
him to receive on board the neceſſary ſupplies for 
the fleet; and to replace, though with infinite riſks 
and pains, ſome part of the water that was daily 

conſumed 


- 


If we wanted any additional proofs of the falſehood of Bonaparte this 
paper would furniſh it. To injure the reputation of Brueys, and to inſult 
his aſhes, he aſſerts, as we have already ſeen (No. III) that this unfortunate 
Admiral detained the fleet on the coaſt of Egypt contrary to his wiſhes 
and here we have Ganteaume, Commander in Chief of all the French 
Naval forces in Egypt, expreſsly declaring, in direQ contradiction to the 
aſſertion, that Brueys only remained on the coaſt becauſe Bonapat te would 
not permit him to depart ! 


We have given our opinion on this ſubje& (No. III.), and probably ſaid 
more than enough there to convince the blindeſt of Bonaparte's admirers, 
that he is deficient in one quality at leaſt, of a great man; but we could not 
reſiſt the temptation of making aſſurances doubly ſure,” and eſtabliſhing 
his character beyond all poſſibility of "Re n by the unſuſpected evi- 
dence of his warmeſt friend. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 153 


conſumed on board. It was therefore, unfortunately 

determined to moor the fleet in one line, in an 
open ſituation, and which could not be protected 
from the ſhore. | 


Fatal intelligence received from time to time by 
neutral veſſels, announced the return of the ene- 
my's ſquadron, It had been ſeen off the Iſle of 
Candia, ſteering to the weſtward, The conduct of 
this fleet, which, though ſuperior to ours, had not 
waited for us before Alexandria, but made fail ta 
the weſt, while we were effecting our diſembarka- 
tion, which it might eaſily have thwarted or pre- 
vented, unhappily confirmed us in the opinion that 
it had no orders to attack us, and produced a 
boundleſs and fatal ſecurity, 


On the 21ſt of July, however, two of the ene- 
my's frigates * reconnoitred us, and on the 3 1ſt, 
about two in the afternoon, their whole fleet hove 
in ſight, It was compoſed of 14. fail of the line, | 
and two brigs, the wind was northerly and rather | 


freſh. 


Sir John Sinclair, who had taken his ideas of ſhips in the Mediterra- 
nean from'flies in a milk-pot, ducks in a pond, or gilt boats and ſtreamers in 
a garden ct nal, very properly reprehends Mr Pitt for not having made the 
victory more complete,. by cauſing all the ſhips which were in queſt of Lord 
Nelſon, to Gnd him! And true it is, that if theſe two frigates, and two 
or three more that were on the look out for the Admiral, had joined him 
previous to the engagement, they might have rendered him ſome ſervice. 


— 
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freſh. They bore down with a preſs of fail on our 
fleet, and clearly announced a defign to attack us. 


The meaſures which the Admiral took on this 
occaſion, the reſolution to engage at anchor, and 
the reſults of this horrible affair, are detailed in the 
abſtract, which I have ſubjoined to the preſent let- 
ter; in that, I have delineated every circumſtance 


as it appeared to me on this tod grievous, and too 
dreadful night. 


The Lorient took fire. It was by an accident 
which I cannot yet comprehend, that I eſcaped 
from 


But the worſt is yet to come: for we can ſeriouſly affore Sir John, that if 
thefe veſſels had not previouſly found the French fleet (for which their cap- 
tains ſhall be broke when he is firſt Lord of thc Admiralty) while they were 
ſcarching for ours, the victory would have been as complete as heart could 
with, not a veſſol, not a man would have eſcaped! It was theſe and other 
frigates which afterwards appeared that alarmed the enemy, and occaſioned 
all thoſe meaſures of precaution and ſecurity which we find they took; and 
for which, if Sir Jahn will be pleaſed to compare the various dates of thiz 
and * following diſpatch, he will ſee they had ſufficient time. 


Notwithſtauding all this, however, we are not inclined to uh very angry 
with the ſhips in queſtion, It is thought by many that their captains poſſeſs 
full as much nautical (kill as Sir John Sinclair, and ncarly as much prompti- 
tude and zeal for the ſcrvice of their country; this we confeſs, is alſo our 
opinion, and when we ſee such men anxioufly and ardently engaged on au 
element which no human power can controul, and in a ſervice which no 
buman abilities can effect at will, we are ready to canclude that fomething 
more than a knowledge of agriculture is required to enable us to judge of 
the ir merits, and ſomething better than an itch of finding fault, to juſtify an 
attack of the plans of the miniſter who employs them ! 


It follows this Letter. 
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from the midſt of the flames, and was taken into a 
yaw] that was lying under the ſhip's counter. Not 
being able to reach the veſſel of General Villeneuve, 
I made for this place, from whence I have now 
the mortification of tranſmitting theſe melancholy 
details. 


The Franklin, the Spartiate, the Tonnant, the 
Peuple Souverain, and the Conquerant are-taken. 
They got their top-maſts up, and failed with the 
enemy's ſquadron, which quitted the coaſt on the 
18th of Auguſt ; leaving here a ſmall diviſion of 
four ſhips of the line and four frigates. 


The Mercure, the Heureux, and the Guerrier 
have been burnt by the enemy. The two firſt ran 
aground during the action, and were bulged 
when they took poſſeſſion of them. | 


The Timoleon, incapable of making her eſcape, 
was run on ſhore by Captain Trulet, who ſet her on 
fire, after putting all the - crew either into his own 
boats, or into thoſe which were ſent him from the 
reſt of the fleet. 


The two frigates, the Artemiſe and the Serieuſe 
were deſtroyed, in ſpite of the enemy's endeavours 


to preſerve them; the firſt was burnt, and the 
other ſunk. 


The 
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The ſole relicks heb of this unfortunate arma- 
ment are compriſed in the diviſion of frigates, cor- 
vets, and flutes, which are now at Alexandria, and 
in that of General Villeneuve, who, by a bold 
mancuvre,“ made his eſcape from the enemy. 
You will ſee by my abſtract, that this latter diviſion 
is compoſed of two ſhips of the line and two fri- 
gates, the Guillaume Tell, the Genereux, and the 
Juſtice. 


nw” 


Placed by my rank at the head of that part of 
our unfortunate armament which remains here, Ad- 
miral Nelſon propoſed to me to receive the wound- 
ed, and other priſoners. In concert with General 
Kleber, commandant of the town, 1 have acqui- 
elced in his propoſition ; and three thouſand one 
hundred priſoners, of whom about eight hundred are 
wounded, have been put on ſhore ſince the 6th of 
Auguſt. 


By means of this correſpondence we have col- 
k&ed ſome information reſpecting our perſonal 
joſſes. My pen trembles in my hand while, in 
conformity to my duty, I attempt to particularize 
our misfortunes. 


The Admira}, the Chiefs of Diviſion, Caſa-Bi- 
anca, I he venard, Du Petit Thouars, are killed, 
5 and 


Genteaume does Villeneuve too much credit: the merit of the eſcape 
ſſuch as it js) is due to another perſon. 
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and ſix other ſuperior officers, whoſe names are ſub- 
joined,* dangerouſly wounded. I have not been 
able to procure an exact liſt of the privates killed 
and wounded, on account of Admiral Nelſon's re- 
fuſing to ſend me the Commiſſaries of the 0 
veſſels, with their les d'equipage. 


Since the action the enemy's cruizers are maſters 
of the whole coaſt, and interrupt all our communi- 
cations. The other day they captured the Fortune, 
a corvet which the Admiral had ſent to cruize off 
Damietta. The Engliſh ſquadron, as I had the ho- 
nour of mentioning to you above, failed (it is ſaid) 
for Sicily on the 18th inſtant. The diviſion which 


is ſtationed here, conſiſts of four ſeventy-fours and 
two frigates. 


On account of the extraordinary care which the 
Engliſh always take to conceal their loſs of men, 
we have been able to procure no information on the 
ſubject that can be relied on. We are aſſured, 
however, that Admiral Nelſon is dangerouſly wound- 
ed in the head, and that two captains are killed. We 
are alſo told, that two of their ſhips, the Majeſtic 
and the Bellerophon, had each 150 men killed and 


wounded. 


In 


® Theſe names do not appear; they were, probably, omitted in the hurry 
of making up the diſpatches, 
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In the ſituation in which we are, blocked up by 
a very ſuperior force, I am till ignorant, Citizen 
Miniſter, what meaſures we ſhall purſue with the 
feeble maritime reſourtes that yet remain to us in 
this port; but if I muſt needs ſpeak the truth, ſuch 
as it really appears to me, I then ſay that, after ſo 
dreadful a diſaſter, I conceive NOTHING BUT A 
PEACE CAN CONSOLIDATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
OUR NEW COLONY. MAY OUR GOVERNORS PROCURE 
US A SOLID AND HONOURABLE ONE! 


5 I am, with reſpect, 


; GANTEAUME, 
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No. XXXII. 


Alexandria, Auguſt th, 


Abſfira@ of the Engagement which took place on the night of the 
firſt of Auguſt, between the French Fleet, and that of Great 
Britain, under the command of Rear Admiral NRLs Ox. 


Ar two in the afternoon, the Heureux threw 
out a ſignal of 12 fail in the W. N. W. Our men 
on the look out, diſcovered them at the ſame time, 
and counted ſucceſſively as many as 16. We were 
not long in recognizing theſe veſſels to be an 


Engliſh ſquadron, compoſed of 14 fail of the line 
and two brigs. 


The enemy ſteered for our anchoring ground, 
with a preſs of fail; having a brig ſounding a head. 
The wind was N. and rather freſh, 


The two brigs, the Alceſte and the Railleur, 
were immediately ordered to make fail to windward, 


to prevent the enemy's light veſſel from continuing 
her ſoundings. | 


The ſignals for ſtowing the hammocks, and 
making ready for fight; for announcing the reſo- 
lution of engaging at anchor; and for recalling the 

men 
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men on board their reſpective ſhips, were all made 
at three. | | 


The long boats employed in watering were alſo 
recalled : a boat was haſtily diſpatched from the 
Artemiſe to the ſhoals of Roſetta, to acquaint the 
tranſports there with the appearance of the enemy; 
and finally, the frigates and corvettes were ordered 
to ſend as many of their men as poſſible on board 
the ſhips of the line. | 


The enemy's ſquadron continued to advance with 
a preſs of fail; after ſtanding off to a conſider- 
able diſtance, to avoid the breakers on the iſland, “ 
it hauled its wind, ſhortened fail, and clearly mani- 
feſted a deſign to attack us. 


At three quarters after five, the battery on the 
little ifland threw ſome bombs, which fell into the 
van of the enemy's line. At 6, the Admiral threw 
out the ſignal for commencing the engagement, and 
ſhortly after, the two headmoſt ſhips began firing. 


Several of the enemy's veſſels having ſuddenly 
ſhortened ſail, had turned the head of our line, and 
letting go their anchors, with a cable aſtern, had 
ranged along ſide, between us and the land; while 
others had moored themſelves within piſtol-ſhot of 
Us, 


® See the Charts, 
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us, on the other ſide ! By this manceuvre, all our 
veſſels; as far down as the Tonnant, found them- 
ſelves completely enveloped, and placed between 

o fires; | 
Tt appeared to us that in executing this manceuvre 


two of their veſſels had run aground: one of them, 
however, was immediately got off, 


The attack and the deferice were extremely briſk. 
The whole of our van was attacked on both ſides, 
and ſometimes raked. In this diſorder, and in- 
volved as we were in continual clouds of ſmoke, 
it was extremely difficult to diſtinguiſh the different 
movements of the line; 


At the beginning of the action, the admiral, all 
the ſuperiot officers; the firſt commiſſary, and about 


twenty pilots, and maſters of tranſports, were on 


the poop of the ſhip,f employed in ſerving the 
muſquetry. All the ſoldiers, and ſailors were or- 
dered to the guns on the main and lower decks : the 
twelye-pounders were not half manned, 


Aſter the action had laſted about an hour, the 
Admiral was wounded in the body, and in the hand; 
he then came down from the poop, and in a ſhort 
time after, was killed on the quarter-deck. 


che 1'Drient, 


M Obliged 
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Obliged to defend ourſelves on both ſides, we 
gave up the twelve pounders ; but the twenty -fours, 


and thirty-ſix's kept up their fire with all poſſible 
ardour. The Franklin and the Tonnant appeared 


t be in as critical a ſituation as ourſelves. 


The Engliſh having utterly deſtroyed our van,* 


Juffered their ſhips to drift forward, till ranging along 


our line, and taking their different ſtations around 
us: while we (MS. illegible) van cut off, were fre- 
-quently obliged to veer away our cable, or our 


hawiſer, to enable us to pn our broadſide to the 


enemy. 


b, 


One of their ſhips, however, which lay cloſe to us 
on the ſtarboard fide totally diſmaſted, ceaſed her 
| fe, 


We take the opportunity of this paſſage to make a few obſervations, 


I has been ſaid in the French papers, and repeated in our ears ue ad 
nauſeam, that the fate of the day was undecided when the I'Orient took fire g 
and queſtions have been gravely put by the oppoſition writers, and ſtill more 


gravely debated, as to the probable EY of the engagement, if that 
. \mecident had not taken place, 


Theſe patriotic gentlemen, however, may now cloſe their well-meant 
diſcuſſions: we have it, happily, in our power to decide the queſtion for 
ever, by ſuch authority, as they. neither can nor will, we believe, be inclined 
to diſpute, We have the authentic and irrtfrapable teſtimony of Admiral 
Ganteaume, thæt the van of the French fleet was in our hands before that 
event took place: and we have, ſecondly, TAs rxPrEss AUTHORITY or 
Carr. Buzxy for ſaying that 8 ix of their ſhips bad ſtruck before the Ori- 


ent was perceived to be on fire ; and that not only ur, ur ur ora 


Orriczx, who WAS IN A&A SITUATION or JUDGING, 13 PERSUADED THAT 
TAE LOT HERSELF HAD FERVIOUSES STEUCK To THE BRITISH 
Eras | 
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fire, and cut her cable, to get out of the reach of our 

guns: but obliged to defend ourſelves againſt two 
_ ©thers who were furiouſly thundering upon us, on 
the larboard quarter, and on the ſtarboard bow, we 
were again compelled to heave in ſome of our 
cable, 


The 36 and 24 pounders were ſtill firing briſkly, 
when an exploſion took place on the aft of the quar- 
ter-deck. We had already had a boat on fire; but we 
had cut it away, and fo avoided the danger. We 
had alſo thrown-a hammock; and ſome other things; 
which were in flames, over board; but this third 
time; the fire ſpread fo rapidly and inſtantaneouſly 
_ amongſt the fragments of every kind; with which 
the poop was incumbered, that all was ſoon in 
flames. The fire-pumps had been daſhed to pieces 
by the enemy's balls, and the tubs and Dickey fen 
ered uſeleſs. 


5 APW order was is get to ceaſe thing, that al hands 
| might be at liberty to bring water; but ſuch was 
the ardour of the moment, that in the tumult, the 
guns of the main-deck ſtill continued their fire. 
Although the officers had called all the people be- 
_ tween decks, aloft, the flames had in a very ſhort 
_ time, made a moſt alarniing progreſs; and we had 
but few means in our power of checking . 


Ms: Our 
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Our main and mizen maſts were both carried 
away; and we ſoon ſaw that there was no ſaving 
the ſhip; the fire having already gained the 
poop, and even the battery on the quarter-deck. 


The captain and ſecond captain had been wound- 
ed ſome time before, General Ganteaume there- 
fore took upon himſelf the command, and ordered 
the ſcuttles to be opened, and every mY to quit 

| the ſhip. 


* The fire broke out about a quarter before ten, and 
at half aſter ten the ſhip blew up, although we 
had taken the, precaution to open all the water- 
courſes. Some of the crew ſaved themſelves on 
the wreck; the reſt periſhed. | 


The action continued all the tight with the ſhips 
in the rear, ad at break of day, we diſcovered that 
the Guerrier, the. Conquerant, the Spartiate, the 
Aquillon, the Peuple Souverain, and the Franklin 
had hauled down their colours, and were in poſſeſſion 
of the enemy. The Timoleon, with all her maſts 
gone, was dropt aſtern of the fleet, her colours 
ſtill lying. The Heureux and the Mercure which 
had run aground were attacked, and obliged to ſtrike 
in the morning. The Artemiſe was ſet on fire at 
8 o'clock, and the Serieule ſunk. 


The 
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The Guillaume Tell, the Genereux, the Timo- 
leon, the Diana, and the Juſtice, with their colours 
ſtill flying, were engaged with ſome Engliſh veſſels 
during a part of the morning, but this diviſion, with 
the exception of the Timoleon, ſet their fails about 
11 o'clock, and ſtood off to ſea. 


The Timoleon ran aſhore ; and we have ſince 
heard, that the Captain, after landing all his men, 
fet her on fire the next morning, to prevent her 
falling into the hands of the enemy, 


Such are the reſults of this horrible affair ; and 
we haye detailed them as they preſented themſelves 
to our memory; not having been able to preſerve a 
paper or note of any kind. 


Rear Admiral GANTEAUME. 


[6 J 


APPENDIX, 


No. I. 


Tranſlation of the Proclamation Mes by BowarARTE, in the 
' Arabic Language, on his landing in Egypt. 


In the name of God, gracious and merciful... 
There is no God but God; he has no fon or n 
ſociate in his kingdom. 


The preſent AAR which is deſtined for the 
puniſhment of the Beys, has been long anxiouſly 
expected. The Beys, coming from the mountains 
of Georgia and Bajars, have deſolated this beauti- 
ful country, long inſulted and treated with contempt 
the French Nation, and oppreſſed her merchants in 
various ways. Bonaparte, the General of the French | 
Republic, according to the principles of Liberty, is 
now arrived ; and the Almighty, the Lord of both 

Worlds, has ſealed the deſtruction of the Beys, - 


Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants of Egypt! When the Beys tell you 
the French are come to deſtroy your religion, be- 
lieve them not: it is an abſolute falſnood. Anſwer 
thoſe deliyerers, that they are only come to reſcue 
the rights of the poor from the hands of their ty- 
rants, and that the French adore the Supreme Being, 

and honour the Prophet and his holy Koran. 


All men are equal i in the eyes of God: under- 
ſtanding, ingenuity, and ſcience, alone can make 
a difference between them : as the Beys, there-- 
fore, do not poſſes any of theſe qualities, they cans 
not be © worthy to goyern the country... 


... Yetare they the only poſſeſſors of extenſive tracts 
of land, beautiful female ſlaves, excellent horſes, 
magnificent palaces! Have they then received an 
excluſive privilege from the Almighty ? If fo, let 
them produce it. But the Supreme Being, who is 
juſt and merciful towards all mankind, wills that 
in future none of the inhabitants of Egypt 
ſhall be prevented from attaining to the firſt em- 
ployments and the higheſt honours. —The Admi- 
niſtration which ſhall be conducted by perſons of 
intelligence, talents, and foreſight, will be produc- 
tive of happineſs and ſecurity. The tyranny and 
avarice of the Beys have laid waſte Egypt, which 
was formerly ſo populous and well cultivated. 


The 
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The French are true Muſſulmen. Not long ſince 
they marched to Rome, and overthrew the Throne 
of the Pope, who excited the Chriſtians againſt 
the profeſſors of Iſlamiſm (the Mahometan reli- 
gion). Afterwards they directed their courſe to 
Malta, and drove out the unbeltevers, who ima- 
gined they were appointed by God to make war on 
the Muſſulmen. The French have at all times been 
the true and ſincere friends of the Ottoman Empe- 
rors, and the enemies of their enemies. May che 
Empire of the Sultan therefore be eternal; but 

may the Beys of Egypt, our oppoſers, whoſe in- 
fatiable avarice has continually excited diſobedience 


and inſubordination, be trodden in the duſt, and an- 
nihilated ! " 


Our friendſhip ſhall 2 extended to thoſe of 1 
inhabitants of Egypt who ſhall join us, as alſo to 
thoſe who ſhall remain in their dwellings, and ob- 
ſerve a ſtrict neutrality ; and when they have ſeen 
our conduct with their own eyes, haſten to ſubmit 


to us; but the dreadful puniſhment of death awaits 


thoſe who ſhall take up arms for the Beys, and 
againſt us. For them there ſhall be no eee 
nor ſhall any trace of them remain. 


Art. 1. All places which ſhall be 45 3 
diſtant from the route of the French army, ſhall 
ſend one of their N inhabitants to the French 

General, 
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General, to declare that they ſubmit, and will hoiſt 
the F rench flag, which i is _ white, and red. 


Art. 2. Every village which ſhall oppoſe the 
French army ſhall be burned to the ground. 


7 


An. 3. "Every a ſhall ſubmit to the 
F rench, . ſhall hoiſt the French flag, and that of the 
Sublime Porte, a Ally, n duration be eter» 


Art. 4. The Cheiks and 3 3 of 
each town ſhall ſeal up the houſes and effects of the 
Beys, and take care that not the! ſmalleſt article ſhall 
be loſt. 5 


Art. 5. The Cheiks, Cadis, and Imans, ſhall 
continue to exerciſe their reſpective functions; and 
put up their prayers; and perform the exerciſe of 
religious worſhip in the moſques and houſes of 
prayer, All the inhabitants of Egypt ſhall offer 
up thanks to the Supreme Being, and put up public 
prayers for the deſtruction of the Beys. 


May che Supreme God make the glory of the 
Sultan of the Ottomans eternal, pour forth his 
wrath on the Mameloucs, and render n te 


wy of the Egyptian Nation. 


; X 
XI + \ f No. 
9 TIS. > a * . 
. - 
: > 
I 5 
45 0 
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No. II. 


Proclamation of BownavrakTE, Member of the National FOO 
and Commander in Chief, dated on Board L'Oriext, June 22. 


SOLDIERS; 
You are going to undertake a conqueſt, the ef. 


fects of which upon commerce and civilization will 
be incalculable. 


You will give the Eoghſh a moſt ſenſible blow, 
which will be followed up with their deſtrution. 


We ſhall have ſome fatiguing marches—we ſhall 
fight ſeveral battles—we ſhall fucceed in all our 
enterprizes. The Deſtinies are in our favour. 


The Mamelouc Bow who favour the Engliſh 
commerce excluſively, who have injured our mer- 
chants, and who tyrannize over the unhappy inha- 
bitants of the banks of the Nile, will no longer <= | 
in a few days after our arrival. | 


The people among whom you are going to live, 
are Mahometans, 7 firſt article of their faith is, 
There 
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There is no other God but God, and Mahomet is 
his Prophet.” Do not contradict them. Act with 
them as you did with the Jews and with the Italians. 
Treat their Muftis and their Imans with reſpect, as 
you did the Rabbis and the Biſhops. You muſt 
act with the fame ſpirit of toleration towards the 
ceremonies preſcribed by the Alcoran, that you did 


to the Synagogues and the Convents, to the religi- 
ons of Moſes and of Jeſus Chriſt, © 


| The Roman legions protected all religions. Lou 
will find here cuſtoms which differ from thoſe of 
Europe; you muſt accuſtom yourſelves to them. 


The people among whom we are going treat wo- 
men differently from us; but in every country he 
who violates them 1 is a monſter! | 


© Pillage enriches "be a very few men; it diſ- 
honours us, it deſtroys our reſources, and it renders 
thoſe people our ARS, whom it is our intereſt 


to have for til 


The firſt city we ſhall arriye at was built by 
Alexander, and every ſtep we take we ſhall meet 
with objects capable of exciting emulation. 


[Signed) Boxaraxrx, 
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No. III 


GENERAL ORDERS; 


BonararTE, Member of the National Inſtitute, Commander 
in C bie. 


Head Quarters, en Beard L' Orient, 24th Tune. 


Article 1. 


Tus Generals who ſhall command any detached 
diviſions ſhall order the Commiſſaries at war, the 
Paymaſter of the Diviſion, an Officer of the Staff, 
and a Cheik of the country, to ſeal up the public 
treaſures, and the houſes and regiſters of the reve- 
nue collectors of the Mameloucs. 


2. All the Mameloucs ſhall be arreſted, and 
brought to the head quarters of the army. 


3. All the towns and villages ſhall be diſarmed. 


4. All the horſes ſhall be put in requiſition, 
and ſhall be delivered to the Chiefs of Cavalry 
Brigades, who ſhall immediately cauſe the ſoldiers 
to be mounted ; for that purpoſe they carry bridles 
and ſaddles with them, Officers, of whatever rank, 

are 
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are forbidden to take any horſes till the covalty are 
all mounted. The men are forbidden to * 
their horſes. 


5. All horſes fit for 4 Artillery ſhall be deli- 
vered to the Commander of the Artillery of the 
n who will have harneſs and drivers ready. 


6. The camels ſhall be hired and placed undef 
the direction of the Commander of the Artillery. 
Thoſe which ſhall be taken from the Mameloucs, 
or which ſhall be taken from the enemy, ſhall be 
employed in tranſporting the artillery and ammuni- 
tion, fo as to diminiſh as much as poſſible the num- 
ber of ammunition waggons. There ſhall be one 
camel in each diviſion, at the diſpoſition of the 
Officer of Engineers, to carry the inſtruments of the 
Pioneers. 


J. Every battalion ſhall have two camels to 

carry their baggage. The chief of Brigade and the 
Quarter Maſter ſhall have one camel to carry the 
military cheſt and the regiſters of the corps ; but 


they are not to have camels till the artillery are ſup- 
_ plied. 


J The Commundens f 4" aud of Ca- 
valry ſhall give receipts to the Commiſſaries at 
War for the camels, horſes, &c. which they ſhall 


r ecclve, 


9. The 
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9. The Commiſſaries at War ſhall ſend an ac- 
count of the ſtate of the camels to the Chief Com- 
miſſary; the Chief of Brigade of Cavalry ſhall 
ſend an account to General Dugua; and the "I 
tant-General to the Staff. : 


10. The horſes and camels taken from the enemy 
after a battle, and after having killed the perſon 
who was on it, ſhall be paid for in the following pro- 
portion; that is to ſay, 4 louis 'd'ors for a horſe, 
and fix for a camel. The General of Artillery, 
and the Quarter-Maſter-General, ſhall pay for thoſe 
which are delivered to their reſpective corps. 


AEN DIX. 


5 11. When all che Gavaley dee | 
. eee ee | 
the park of artillery. | 


12. Every ſoldier who ſhall enter ind tie houſes 
of the inhabitants eee _ 
be puniſhed, . 


(Signed) Bonaranre, 
By order of the Commander in Chief, 


Arkx. BERTHIER. 
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Not IV. 
} 8 9 
Head Quarters, en Board the L'Orient, June 2815. 


Woraraarr. Member of the National Inftitute, Commander 
| in Chief. 


ORDERS, 
0 Article 1. 

HE Admiral ſhall have the police of the coaſts, 
ahd the potts of the countries which ſhall be occu- 
ied by the army: All the regulations which he 
1 make, and the orders which he ſhall give, ſhalt 
put in execution. | 


45. 2: The ports of f Malts and Alexandria ſhall 
organized, conformably to the Admiral's regula 
tion, as well as thoſe of Corfou and Damietta... 


Art. 3. Citizen Le Roy ſhall take apka him the 
office of Commiſſary at Alexandria; and Citizen 
Vavaſſeur that of Superintendant of the Artillery. 


Art. 4. The Agents of 0 of the 
ports and roads of the countries occupied by the army, 
Hall correſpond with the Commiſſary, Le Roy; from 
whom they ſhall immediately receive their orders. 


” 


d 
- 


| AvyrnDIN. | „ 157 4 
Art. 45 All he: naval ſtores found in the con- 


queted countries ſhall be ſecured in the magazines 


of the different ports. 4 


Art. 6. All the ſailors under chirty years of age 


"al be par in —— for the hs ER 


4 (Signed) Boxapanrr. 
| A true ce 0 


e Justen. 


17 


* 


rnd 104 © 2d ' Feb); ral b 
Min eee rr. ; 
ARMY or e 2 

940 Wan at Malta, 7 * 


ErAT- Na JOR GENERAL. 


ORDERED-BY THE COMMANDER emer 1 
Axrtern I. 


N O Latin Prieſt ſhall officiate in any Church ap- 
propriated to the Greeks, 


1 


II. The 1 Maſſes which the Latin Prieſts have 
been accuſtomed to ſay in the Greek Churches, ſhall” 2 
be ſaid 1a the other Greek Churches of the F ort. | 


UI. 


: 


Fron the National Preſs at con ( Corfou. ) 
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III. Protection ſhall be granted to the Jews who 


may be deſirous of eſtabliſhing their Synagogues 
© TV. The General Commandant ſhall thank the 


Greeks for their good conduct during the Siege. 
V. All che iel of the Iſlands of Malta and 


Gozo, and thoſe of the Departments of Ithaca, 


Corcyra, and of the Egean Sea, who ſhall maintain 


7 any connection WON with . hall be put 


to death !! 11 
VI. All "Gl Greek . which fail under Ruſ- 


foi coloms, if they fall into the hands of the Freach, 


hay be ſent to the bomom 11! 
Side) 
. true = Copy, "bs "NE BONAPARTE. 
The General of Diviſion, and Chief of the Staff, | 
(Signed) 


(A true Copy) ArxxANDER BerTHIER, 


| n Gene of Dif | 
Gere) | Crapo, 


No. 


F 
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8 n eue, as Board the Eo, . a-. 
mn Member of the National Inflitate. 


| ORDERS. 
Article 1. 


Þ 


Tims and the the three Cow Articles relate 


ſolely to the es eee e 
fore, are not tranſlated. 


Art. . All the ts 


port veſſels, ſhall be taken for the ſervice of the fleet. 
Egyptian failors ſhall be taken for the tranſports, | 


Art. 6, All the veſſels which ſhall return toEarope 
' ſhall have no more hands on board than are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, of what nation ſoever they may be 
the ſurplus ſhall be put on board the eek. 


(Signed) Bonarakx. 
(A true Copy.) JaunxRr. 


No. VII. | 
Mew ba July the GthTear of the 19048 One and Indrvifible, 


the of the Menth of Muborrem, the Tear of the Hegira 1213, | 


BonAPARTE, Member of the National ne Commander 
g in ye” 5 


F OR a Lag time the Ia who govern Egypt, | 


have inſulted the French nation, and covered her 


N 2 EP 
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merchants with i injuries: che hour. of their chaſtiſe- 
ment is come. HERS 1 5 


For too 8 a time this rabble of ſlaves, purchaſed 
in Caucaſus, and in Georgia, has tyrannized over 
the faireſt part of the world ; but God, on whom 
every thing depends, has decreed that their ha 
ſhall he no more. wy, | 


People of Egypt! you will be told that Iam come 
to deſtroy your religion : do not believe it. Reply, 
that I am come to reſtore your rights, to puniſh 
'uſurpators ; and, that I reverence more than the 
Mameloucs themſclyes, God, his prophet Mahomet, 
and the Koran ! | 


Tell them that all men are equal before God. | 
"Wiſdom, talents, and virtue, are the only things 
© which make a difference betwen them. 


Now, what wiſdom, what talents, what virtues, 
have the Mameloucs, that they ſhould boaſt. the 
excluſive poſſeſſion of every ug: that can render 
life agreeable ? 


If Egypt is this "RY let 3 ſhew the leaſe 
which God has given them of it ! But God is juſt 
and merciful to the people. 55 - 


All the Egyptians ſhall be appainted to all the 
public fituations. The moſt wiſe, the molt intelli- 
ge nt, and the moſt virtuous, ſhall govern; and the 


ople ſhall be happy. 
8 N There 
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There were formerly among g you great cities, great 
canals, and.a great commerce. What has deſtroyed 


them all ? What?” but the avarice, the injuſtice, and 
the tyranny of the Mameloucs. 


- Cadis, Cheiks; Imans, Tchorbadgis! tell the 


people we are the friends of the true Muſſulmen. 


Is it not us, who have deſtroyed the Pope; who 


ſaid that it was neceſſary to make war on the Mul- 


ſulmen! Is it not us, who have deſtroyed- the 


Knights of Malta, becauſe theſe madmen believed 
that it was the good pleaſure of God, that they ſhould 
make war on Muſſulmen ? Is it not us, who have 
been in all ages the friends of the Grand Sciznoin, 
(on whoſe deſires be the bleſſing of God !) and che 


enemy of his enemies? And, on the contrary, have; 


not the Mameloucs always revolted againſt the au- 
thority of the Grand Seignior, which they refuſe to 
recOgruze at this moment? 


Thrice happy thoſe who ſhall. be with mt * 
ſhall proſper in their fortune and their rank. Hap- 
py thoſe who ſhall be neutral! they ſhall have time 
to know us thoroughly, and they will range them- 
ſelves on our ſide. 


But woe, woe, woe, to thoſe who ſhall take up 
arms in favour of the Mameloucs, and combat 


againſt us! There ſhall be no hope for them: they 


"ſhall all periſh. es 
| | (Signed) BonAPARTE. 


| A true Copy. | (Signed) BERTHIER, | 


_ 


», 1 . 
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No. VIII. 
"ug genera Copy for the Executive Draa ors. 


| | Head. Quarters, Auel, ly 3d. 
benen Menber of the National Inflitute, 9 in 
1 C hief. 1 


ORDERS. 


Article 1. 


Ave: the people of Alexandria, of what ation ity 

ever they may be, ſhall be obliged, twenty-four houts 

after the publication of the preſent Order, to depoſt, 
in a place marked out by the Commander of the 

ton, all their fire arms. The Muftis, the Imans, 

and the Cheiks, alone ſhalt be permitted to wei 
their arms, and to bear them. | 


Art. 2. All the inhabitants of 1 of & — 
nation ſoever they may be, ſhall be oblized to wear 
the tri-coloured cockade. The Muſtis alone ſhall 


7 
Q 


| have the privilege of wearing a tri-coloured ſhawl. 


The Commander in Chief, however, reſerves to 
himſelf the right of granting the ſame favour to ſuch _ 
of the Cheiks as ſhall diſtinguiſh themſelves by their 
- Knowledge, their prudence, and their virtue. 


Ast. 3. The troops ſhall pay military honour to 
every one who, in conſequence of the preceding ar- 
ticle, ſhall wear a tri-coloured ſhawl; and whenever 
ſuch perſons ſhall viſit the ſuperior officer, or any of 
the conſtituted authorities, they ſhall be received 


. with all the RIPE which is due to them. _ 
0 3 
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Art. 4. Foreign Agnes to what power ſoever 
they may belong, are expreſsly prohibited from diſ- 
playing their flags on their terraſſes. The Conſuls 
alone ſhall have the privilege of writing over their 
- doors the nature of their 6 * ConSUL 
OF KR — 


Art. 5. The preſent Order ſhall be cranſlated, 
without delay, into Arabic, and communicated to 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed inhabitants. The Cheriff 
| ſhall have it proclaimed chrough the town, that every 
one may be obliged to conform to it, 


(Signed) BoxaArARTE. | | 


No. IX. 


Ar F 
l ; | Nad ps, 88885 Jul 2715. 
| 7 0 Admiral Bavers, 


1 SEND you, Caizen Admiral, ſome Mameloue 
priſoners, whoſe names are ſubjoined. You wilt 


have the goodneſs to receive them'on board one of 
the ſhips of the ſquadron, and to ſend them to 


France by the firſt opportunity. 
Health and fraternity. 


ALtx, BERTHIER, - 


Names 


g 


| ; | 95 : * APPENDIX. | 8 by : A 
4 
| . Names of the Mamelouc Priſoners. © 4 
. Mamelouc. Ibrahim, Manelouc. 1 
„ "Mo "WE 
Murat, © id. | Soliman, > he 
Joſepfh, id. ' Hali, or OS, 
s 2h 3 — 11 
Acmer, id. Mahomet, id. 
RD: 26 » id 
. . ” | | ns " 23 F | C "LF ' 
* | = e 8 133 
; : 920 Head. 3 on board . 4 "Or: 525 Fab . hs 1 


— Dorer PAR TE, Member of the National Inſtitute, Commander in 
* Chief, to the Commander of the Caravel, at Alexandria. 


— * # 'S e * 4 — : 
{4 


TIE Beys have loaded our merchants with ex- 
actions, and I am come to demand reparation. 


| 3 ſhall be at Alexandria to-morrow ; ; but "this . 

'  _- ought not to alarm you. You are a ſubject of our 
great friend, the Sultan; conduct yourſelf according | 
* ly; but if you commit the lighteſt act of hoſtility =. 
agagainſt the French army, 1 ſhall treat/yqu%as/ an l' 
enemy, and you will have no one to blame for it but 
vourſelf; for ſuch a thing is far . Fay Is 
and from my heart. | | 1047 


27 15 63 Box apARTE. 
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